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[bookmark: _Int_NGh7RSnx]The feminist views on the 2019s Disney’s Aladdin song Speechless and how to interpret it in a performance.
Introduction.
[bookmark: _Int_QULJ5Am8][bookmark: _Int_dFNZgSl8]Powerful. Strong. Motivated. Determination. These are all words to describe the original song from the 2019s adaptation of Disney's Aladdin. This song was made for the character Jasmine to be shown as a new strong, fearless role model for young girls. The song Speechless has an important message that is a popular topic in today's society and many viewers of the movie could relate to the story telling. 
The composer Alan Menken.
The song speechless was written by the American composer and pianist Alan Menken. Alan Menken is a legendary composer who has penned some of the most well-known songs and musical soundtracks of all time. For more than 35 years, audiences have been captivated by his distinct style of composition. He is well-known for his Broadway theatre musicals Sister Act and Little Shop of Horrors, as well as his many collaborations with the Walt Disney business, including Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, and The Little Mermaid. Menken holds the record for the most Oscar wins of any living person with eight. He has also won a Tony Award, a Drama Desk Award, a Golden Globe, and a Grammy. Menken's first job with Disney was The Little Mermaid. This film landed him his first two academy awards for original score and original song for ‘under the sea.’ Menken then went on to work on the music for Beauty and the Beast and Aladdin. Recently these movies have been adapted into live action movies. Menken revisited the original scores to bring a modern take on the old classics as well as writing new songs for movies like Evermore for Beauty and the Beast, Speechless for Aladdin, and a few songs for The Little Mermaid where he collaborated with American song writer Lin-manuel Miranda. 
Context of the movie and the song Speechless.
[bookmark: _Int_hpmNQHAP][bookmark: _Int_NlDlWvgt][bookmark: _Int_ODXFdV7d][bookmark: _Int_TdQ9Sr6v][bookmark: _Int_JdzeXgDb][bookmark: _Int_gL88xsAR][bookmark: _Int_cN8ctIRd][bookmark: _Int_F8OzwjRH][bookmark: _Int_ETXw2SQr]The song speechless was sung and performed by the young actress and singer Naomi Scott. She played the role of Jasmine in the live action adaptation of Disney’s Aladdin in 2019. Scott said to On Demand Entertainment “I feel like she was my priciness and I feel like that's really powerful and important. Just when you’re young to see someone you see yourself in.” she goes onto say “There is a lot of depth to these movies, but when you are really really young, that’s something you hold onto, and I think that's something I felt really empowered by.” Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAOCKjVt9wk Accessed May 17th, 2019. This gives the impression that she thought his role would be quite nostalgic to play as it reminds her of when she was young when the original movie was released. As well as this, knowing that the actress is emotionally connected to the role means that the audience will feel more connected to the way Scott portrays the character of Jasmine. The producers at Disney felt like the character of Jasmine should still have a beautiful, fun-loving vibe to her just like the original animation but for the live action adaptation, they wanted to make her more independent and a stronger character. By adding the song Speechless to the soundtrack, it helped with the characters development into a new and improved character for the new live action version.
The performance of Speechless.
The song Speechless appears twice in the movie which makes viewers remember the song more. By the song being put into two parts, it made more of an impact on the message the song was putting across, meaning Menken could make both versions dynamically different. The first Speechless is quite timid and soft showing that Jasmine was still trying to the perfect daughter and princess she is without being able to speak for herself however in the second Speechless it is stronger and powerful to show the strong women she is. When performing Speechless in the movie, Scott mentioned how she sang the first part live. Scott spoke about how hard it was as the set had to be quiet so they could record her sound, but it made her feel emotionally attached to the performance as she was able to feel empowered and devoted to the song. The song is all about feminism and female empowerment which is also a main theme throughout the new adaptation of Disney’s Aladdin. In the movie Jasmine is told what to do and she must do as she is told. However, when singing speechless, she sings about how she thinks enough is enough and she has her own voice to speak for herself. In an interview with The Hollywood Reporters, Menken said “It was obvious that Jasmine needed to move from being a Disney animated princess to a three-dimensional young woman who wants to be heard and respected,” he carries on saying “We knew we wanted it to be a song that states her desire to be heard.” Available at https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/aladdin-s-alan-menken-updates-music-new-ballad-speechless-1213816/ Accessed May 28th, 2019. Menken wanted viewers to see a new, more mature version of Jasmine through this song, as feminism and women's rights are a hot topic today. This will make younger viewers talk about this topic too, making Scott and the character Jasmine a role model for children watching the movie.
[bookmark: _Int_N30EMgu7][bookmark: _Int_Xitnw1GI][bookmark: _Int_BE2adbgq]When Scott sang Speechless in the movie, her body movement was quite limited, and her facial expressions were mostly used. Through the verse she looks sad and annoyed because she has had enough of being silents by her father and Jafar. However, when the chorus starts it’s as if she had put her foot down and had the motivation to say how she feel as she sings the line “all I know is I won’t go speechless.” That line holds a lot of power as she sings it with such a strong tone in her voice to show the feminist urge to make her voice be heard. When Scott recorded the song in a studio the same motivation was there in her voice and facial expressions. Her face showed detitanation even though she was just standing behind a microphone. This demonstrates that not only Menken, but Scott also had the intension to give Disney an amazing new song with an important meaning behind it.
My approaches to performance of Speechless.
[bookmark: _Int_GhqiIJfq][bookmark: _Int_EfGQerCd][bookmark: _Int_MxuAeQzW][bookmark: _Int_NvYlxWrW][bookmark: _Int_QXpSEIn2]Learning the song and performing it to my full potential is a goal of mine. When watching the videos of how Scott sings, move, acts helps me develop my own way of how I would like to perform the song. Although I personally haven't had the same life experiences as the character Jasmine, I still feel like I can relate to the themes throughout the song as I was brought up with independent women around me who speaks for themselves. I try to think of this when singing this song to try portray the same motivation as Scott did in the movie. Working with my singing coaches has benefited me and my practice throughout the process of learning Speechless. Getting different opinions and sometimes the same gives me the chance to have diverse ways to perform as there's different ways people look at the interpretation of the song. 
[bookmark: _Int_wk6fScN6][bookmark: _Int_9s4OLJKk][bookmark: _Int_y4DJqIRW][bookmark: _Int_DMFQGEfC]When reading the sheet music and then listening to the original version with my coaches, we notice that there's changes in how she sings it compared to the sheet music. In bar 87, Scott adds an extra two semiquavers when singing “cause I’ll breathe.” I added this into how I sing the song and liked it however both ways are technically the right way to sing. I found that I sing Speechless better with a piano accompaniment. I think this is because when singing with the backing track with the full orchestra, it makes me over sing to much which could damage my voice. So, when singing with piano accompaniment I find that i can manage my tone of voice better as there’s just one instrument to sing with which stops me from overusing my voice.
Conclusion. 
[bookmark: _Int_uoIeoAY8][bookmark: _Int_CDCLSXUo][bookmark: _Int_V28bKI3u][bookmark: _Int_Nz6WghHb]Alan Menken wrote a song all about how women should be able to speak for themselves and made a new role model to young girls and women all over the world. The song is loved by many and made fans around the world fall in love with story of Aladdin all over again. The performance the Scott give in the movie is strong and moving as it shows how little you can do without doing a lot. Menken and Scott worked magic together to create such a memorable moment in the new version of the movie. In my option, I have found it interesting and fun throughout the learning process of learning how to sing and perform the song. It was an eye opener into how to keep stamina through singing as well as keeping up with technique, so I don't fall flat on a note or run out of breath. I am yet to have performed Speechless in a performance however I am getting more confidence with the song every time I sing it with my singing teacher and coaches. 
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