Monday’s Task 
XIX.IX.MMXXII 
(19/09/22)
50 Words
Today meant nothing. I know what day it it, but to myself it holds no significance. 
I spent most of the day cross stitching, with a comedic cartoon shown playing insignificantly in the background. My focus was instead on my work. Choosing the right colours and counting each individual square.
(50 Words Exactly)
XIX.IX.MMXXII
20 Words
All care was on cross stitching. Today meant nothing, as I stitched with a comedic cartoon playing in the background.
(20 Words Exact)
Lois Wilcox		26/09/2022

XIX.IX.MMXXII [footnoteRef:1]
Haiku Attempt 1 [1:  19/09/22 – Date of the Queen’s death.] 

My attention to colour
Brought life to my cross stitching.
Nothing else mattered.

XIX.IX.MMXXII
Haiku Attempt 2 (28/09/22)
The Queen has now died.
Long live King Charles the Third.
All hail our new King.

Family Guy
Haiku Attempt 3 (28/09/22)
The Queen’s on TV,
Lucky there’s a Family Guy.
Who hate the English.

September 2022
Haiku Attempt 4 (29/09/22)
Collective colours 
Calmly crossing, across seems.
All silent and still.
Commentary 
My first attempt at haiku focuses on my emphasis on how insignificant I found the Queens funeral to be, which I have attempted to do by my focus on my activity. The only connection I that my haiku has with the Queen’s death is with the date in Roman numeral. I have chosen to do this because the very act of the numerals emphasises the dates insignificance because unless the reader knows how to read them, then the title means nothing. 
For my second attempt I played around with the idea of making it obvious that it was about her death, which therefore makes the roman numerals more significant. I have also written it in a way that could be argued as either positive or negative because I have deliberately taken away most of the focus from her death with the emphasis on her son’s new position. Which could be argued as making her death seem insignificant in comparison, or it could be seen as a positive support to the crowning of the new King.
Which also bring to attention the contrasting emotions felt at every appointment of a new monarch. Happiness at gaining a new fresh ruler that the public may support yet knowing that it comes at a cost of the death of much-loved past Queen.
On my third attempt I took the recommendation/challenge of my lecturer to try and make a haiku about the Family Guy American TV series, because it was the cartoon I was watching in the background while cross stitching. I found it quite ironic that the episode I was watching on the day of the Queen’s death was an older episode that made fun of her, so I included this in the haiku, as well as the fact that as the strong emotion of the show that they hate the English. The second line of the haiku is also the opening theme song to the show.
For my final haiku, I have returned to my original idea of emphasising the insignificance of the Queens death. I have used alliterations and sibilance in order to create a more abstract allusion to cross stitching. This was done in an attempt of crating a contrast between feeling of harshness and smoothness, as the craft can be both difficult and comforting. With a reference to the Queen’s death only being in the date, which I have made more explicit.
I have changed the title of the poem to September also because I was also experimenting with how traditional Japanese haiku has a focus on nature. As this month represents the movement from summer to autumn which can be seen by the “collective colours” of the changing leaves as the seasons seem to overlap or even “crossing” each other. With animals starting to hibernate being “silent and still”.
The changing of the seasons also emphasises by the harsh and soothing alliterations and sibilance because this emphasises how the weather has changed from soothing summer to a harsh autumn.

