The consolidating of the world is thought to have been caused by the progression of globalisation (Steger, 2017). In the main it is as a result of globalisation that human trafficking has evolved into a rapidly growing, lucrative criminal activity based on supply and demand. Globalisation is intrinsically linked with the world economy. An ever-growing worldwide economy that is integrated through the World Wide Web that provides a cross borders transactional network that facilitates human trafficking to flourish (Brewer, n.d.) This essay will endeavour to deeply examine the effect that globalisation has on human trafficking. It will start by defining what globalisation is and then move on to explore how globalisation affects world economy. It will discuss the role of Transnational Corporations (TNCS) and how these organisations could be involved in the exploitation of people. Furthermore, capitalism will be discussed and how this is reflected in today’s economy where humans are treated as commodities for financial gain. It will then move on to define human trafficking and discuss how the interconnected world facilitates this. Finally, the impact of trafficking will be explored. 
There are many variations in opinions of the true meaning of globalisation (Aas, 2013) and it can be looked at from a variety of perspectives. According to Ritzer (2009) globalisation implies a set of procedures involving the rising movement of people, items and information around the world. From a political perspective, Globalisation could be considered to be a method or group of methods which    represents a change in the world-wide organisation of social relationships and business exchanges – valued in terms of their volume, strength, speed and effect that generates coast-to-coast or ‘interregional’ movements and activity links, interaction, and the use of control (Held et al., 1999). Sociologically, globalisation means the world compressed and the awareness of it as an entity strengthened (Robertson, 1992). In simple terms globalisation refers to an increasing worldwide interconnection (Steger, 2017) with economic growth, communication and transportation developing rapidly resulting in a more cohesive worldwide community (Giddens & Sutton, 2013).  
Whilst the drivers of globalisation can be traced back thousands of years, the greatest growth has been over the last 30 years (Steger, 2017). Globalisation is dynamic and has impacted on many elements of human activity and it can be considered, to be both beneficial and a challenging (Steger, 2017); which will be examined in more detail in the following paragraphs. One of the main impacts of globalisation is its effect on world economy and the development of Neoliberal free market policies that have allowed goods to be moved around the world more freely, with less government interfering and regulatory barriers in the way of global trading including taxes and tariffs (Kotz, 2000) Added to this, the Schengen Agreement was implemented in 1985 which was designed to allow people to move more easily between member countries. As a consequence of this, it allowed for cheap labour, which in turn could possibly encourage human trafficking as there was no border controls in signed up countries (Peers, 2015). 
Over the past 25 years, alongside this global growth in deregulated trade is an increase in transnational corporations as opposed to traditional companies (Greer and Singh, 2000). Transnational corporations (TNCS) are organisations that are operated in more than one country. They frequently have factories based in countries that are less economically developed due to cheaper labour and their head offices are usually situated in the more developed countries (Steger, 2017; Giddens & Sutton, 2013). Examples of TNCs are McDonalds, Apple and Coca-Cola. There are both positives and negatives of a TNC setting up within a less developed country. The positive side of this is that there are increased employment opportunities, reliable income and improved development of skills and an enhanced economic foundation for the country. The negatives can be less workers employed, inferior working conditions, profits going to overseas organisations instead of the locality, lack of investment in the area and factories are often temporary and jobs at risk because if labour costs rise the organisation may relocate (Giddens & Sutton, 2013). This all suggests that the power remains in economically developed countries and that the poorer countries are being exploited. On the one hand it could be argued that less well-developed countries are interdependent on more economically developed countries which is beneficial however, inequality prevails. 
Sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein’s World Systems Theory (Wallerstein, 2011) explains that there is a 3-tier global hierarchy made up of ‘core’ countries, ‘semi-peripheral’ countries and ‘peripheral’ countries; with ‘core’ countries being at the centre. The ‘core’ countries import both material and human resources from these less developed countries. Most of the worlds capital and technology is owned by the core countries and this places them in a position of power and control over the economic negotiations and worldwide trade. ‘Semi -peripheral’ countries usually provide materials and labour to the main countries which helps their countries and also raises income within the ‘semi-peripheral’ countries. ‘Peripheral’ countries and are usually beholden to the more affluent countries and their territory and populations are frequently abused for the benefit of other countries (Wallerstein, 2011; Giddens & Sutton, 2013).  This demonstrates the power that wealthy countries have over less well-developed countries that they depend upon and are essential to economy. Moreover, suggesting that the world is one large economy and countries are increasingly interdependent on each other. This in turn can perpetuate poverty, exploitation and inequality and is an opposing perception to the modernist viewpoint. 
From a modernist viewpoint the reason there are inequalities in the world is because poorer, often third world, countries are deemed to be incapable of helping themselves because they lack a western mentality (Davies, 2020). This argument states that richer countries can help by investing in poor countries and teaching them to develop in a more western, modernised productive manner. Arguably it the Western culture, not the global system as whole, that resolves or deepens people’s sustenance crises. Robertson (1992) suggests a very biased viewpoint exists which implies that by embracing westernised culture and economics other non-western countries can only improve. This suggests that the ‘rest’ is not as efficient as the ‘west’.  Phillipson & Powell (2004 cited in Powell, 2014) state the ‘West’ is similar to the identification of a ‘club’ of both political and economically successful members. The peril of imposing western morals on cultures that are diverse is an enforcement of western cultures on other non-western cultures.  Moreover, the power of the western country is imposing this upon non-western states causing an increase in colonialism and slavery. Furthermore, Featherstone (1995 cited in Powell, 2014) raises the issue that western ethos idealises a ‘universal’ consumer dream in which all people around the world can be part of. The downside of this is that to facilitate the manufacture of consumer materials, numerous migrants from third world countries have been exploited financially for their labour. 
It is often thought that immigration is a 20th century trend however, the foundations for this process are historically recorded (Giddens & Sutton, 2013). Whilst it is not a new trend it appears to be one that has gathered pace as part of globalisation. Across the world migration has been a part of the fast changing economic diplomatic and ethnic links between countries. After the 2nd world war Great Britain faced immigration on a greater scale as individuals from countries in the Commonwealth were enabled to come to the United Kingdom (UK) where there was a significant scarcity of labour. The government welcomed people from the Indian sub-continent and African colonies to relocate in the UK (Giddens & Sutton, 2013). Giddens & Sutton (2013) point out that response to the immigrants was often negative and racist attitudes were rife. Then, in the 1960s there was a retraction that British Empire citizens had rights to live in Britain and become British citizens and greater restrictions were implemented. The Commonwealth Immigrants Act 1962 was implemented limiting entry and the rights to settle for non-whites whilst allowing whites to enter Britain easily (Giddens & Sutton, 2013). This suggests British immigration policy discriminates against black people. However, the vision of western culture was still attractive to migrants and there was still a desire for settlement in Great Britain. 
In 2008 the immigration system became points based and individuals scored points for their skills qualifications and experience of working in the UK (Gower, 2018). This objective was more effective management of migration that was linked to economical needs of Great Britain. Britain alongside other countries in Europe  also limited the chance of asylum seekers obtaining entrance, to be allowed asylum people must claim they are forcefully being made to leave the country which would contravene the United Nations Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees 1951 (Giddens & Sutton, 2013). Giddens & Sutton (2013) further point out that the checks on people that claim status as a refugee have become stronger and the fines have doubled on airlines who bring in passengers without visas that are valid. It could be argued that this has contributed to individuals needing to seek illegal entry into the UK and placed them as vulnerable for what is known as human trafficking. 
Human trafficking can be defined as:
The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs (UNODC, 2020).

As trade and communication becomes more globalised and borders less restricted the movement of humans both willing and against their will is becoming more common (Peerapeng et al., 2013). This has led to an increase in human trafficking of men women and children who are exploited for sex or labour (Yakupitage, 2020). The International Labour Organisation (ILO) state that there is an approximate 40.3 million people globally being exploited; with women and children most at risk in the sex industry (ILO, 2020; Yakupitage, 2020; UNODC; 2018).  Castles and Miller (2003 p.114) describe the organisational movement of people as a growing industry - the ‘migration industry’. This encompasses many individuals who earn their living in both legal and illegal ways by controlling movements of people around the world. These include travel agents, recruitment agencies, interpreters, housing agents and banks to smugglers of people who assist migrants to enter into their destination country. To facilitate illegal transfers has given a greater need for agents and dealers. Over the last 10 years illegal entry into the UK has become a substantial concern both politically and criminally and is thought by the United Nations to now be greater than the world-wide trafficking of drugs (Aas, 2013). The demand for trafficked people is driven by what is known as ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors which fuel the exploitation of people from less developed countries to those that are more developed (Rahman, 2011; Giddens & Sutton, 2013; Jones et al., 2007). ‘Push’ factors refer to the ‘dynamics’ within a country which influence a person to migrate such as poverty, war and hunger. In contrast ‘pull’ factors refer to the features of other countries that attract migrants such as affluence and greater living conditions (Giddens & Sutton, 2013; Jones et al., 2007). Of all the illegal activities in the world, human trafficking is the most striking and profitable crime.  According to the ILO human trafficking generates a profit of an estimated $150 billion each year (ILO, 2017). This suggests that we live in a society that is driven by capitalist principles that regards profit more highly than the well-being of humanity. 
Marxism and the Communist Manifesto would argue that capitalism promotes greed (Marx and Engels, 2015) and this is reflected in the economic system worldwide today. In relation to sexual exploitation, philosopher Karl Marx highlights some relevant points as outlined in the following quote which refers to the bourgeoisie and appears to underpin sexual exploitation as it reduces human beings into objects that are only measured in terms of how much they are worth financially:
It has pitilessly torn asunder the motley feudal ties that bound man to his “natural superiors” and has left remaining no other nexus between man and man than naked self-interest, than callous “cash payment.” It has drowned the most heavenly ecstasies of religious fervor, of chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimentalism, in the icy water of egotistical calculation.  It has resolved personal worth into exchange value, and in place of the numberless indefeasible chartered freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable freedom – free trade.  In one word, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has substituted naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation (Gasper, 2005 p.43).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Under Capitalism, production is owned privately and run for private profit (Marx and Engels, 2015). Women and children that are trafficked are owned by individuals privately and made to work for their owners and traffickers. This is capitalism at its very worst. Capitalism produces classes of people that ‘have’ and ‘have not’ and the survival of those that have is dependent on the exploitation of those that have not (Brock, 2011). This structure makes it very hard for individuals trapped at the bottom to be able to escape from their lives being exploited. It appears that the driving force of capitalism is human greed, and this will never protect the vulnerable. A capitalist point of view would strengthen the idea that it is acceptable to pay for sex in the same way as any other service and that it is ok to treat a prostitute in whatever way you wish because payment has been given. This suggests that human beings are replaceable, and their bodies are products that can be used to profiteer. Capitalism therefore intensifies sex trafficking in two respects; Firstly, it provides a global system in which more affluent countries, organisations and individuals get richer by exploiting the rest of the globe. This produces groups of people who are vulnerable and easy prey for traffickers to focus on. Secondly, it perpetuates greed, and entitlement which in the long run steers men to pay for their sexual gratification. It appears that capitalism is not the root cause of exploitation but is a significant contributor (Brock, 2011). 
Human trafficking and the smuggling of people are two different things, however, can often be confused. People smuggling differs in that migrants enter into an agreement with their full consent and may leave freely at the end of the transaction (Aas, 2013). There is a wide variety of behaviours that fall into the trafficking category; however, it seems to be a mysterious ‘phenomenon’. The trafficking of females and children for sexual exploitation continues to be the major feature (Lee, 2007). Regardless of this, there is evidence suggesting global trafficking for manual labour exploitation is also common in domestic services, farming, building and other industries that are deemed unpleasant and demeaning (Lee, 2007). There are often public uproars and high estimations of the numbers of victims portrayed by the media but despite this the number of criminal convictions for trafficking is low. This is partly due to the fine line distinguishing trafficking from smuggling. 
The trafficking of human beings has all become far easier to organise due to improvements in transport, communication and the interconnectedness of the world as a result of globalisation (Brewer, n.d; Boyd et al., 2011). With the world trading together, the movement of goods on a daily basis has enabled humans to be transported both legally and illegally. Trading of humans has been going on for many years and social networks and online back pages have been used to enable this by traffickers for a long time (Beckett, 2009). The Dark or deep web comprises of a network of encoded websites that are located behind the sites that are publicly available and cannot be accessed with normal search engines. The internet has consistently been driven equally by the wish for secrecy as the wish for transparency. Secret criminal networks are not solely a result of digital technology, but secret codes, slang and routes were known by individuals to gain access to those who instigate illegal activity a lengthy time ago before the internet. However, the internet and the deep / dark web has made this even easier as it is loaded with security by means of obscuring information that only persistent criminals are likely to access. The dark web has approximately 2.5 million visitors daily (Murali, 2019).  It is an ideal shelter for criminals, criminal groups and terror organisation to communicate, advertise, or buy or sell anything, including human beings. Murali (2019) points out that human trafficking facilitated online is cheap, easy and has low rates of exposure and prosecution suggesting that the impact of globalisation in terms of human trafficking is wholly negative. 
Professor Julians Freire states (cited in Beckett, 2009) it is impossible to index all of the deep web because there is far too much data. The deep web is currently 400-550 times greater than the World Wide Web and general internet searches only net 0.03% of the total web pages (Beckett, 2009). The founder of the web Tim Berners-lee (cited in Beckett, 2009) wrote many years ago that his vision was that we have a Semantic Web where the computer would be able to analyse all the data on the internet, communications between people and computers, content and links. This suggests that until this is achieved it is likely that Human trafficking will remain largely undetected and continue to proliferate.
Some trafficked women in order to come to the west obtain significant debts which in turn become a source of pressure and control (Skilbrei et al., cited in Aas, 2013; UNODC, 2018) Quite often these women were deceived and persuaded to come to the west on the promise of a better life and decent employment only to find they are in effect sex slaves (UNODC, 2018). This can lead to financial, physical and mental exploitation and in effect traps them in their position as a victim which is almost impossible to get out of. Altun et al (2017)., draws on the prevalence of mental health conditions amongst trafficked people and highlights that research shown from a variety of countries indicates that common mental health issues suffered by trafficking victims are stress, depression, anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder and this can cause suicidal feelings and self-harming behaviours. Many trafficking victims have been subject to horrific physical and mental abuse and require significant counselling to help them to feel safe within society (Ottisova et al., 2016).  However, this is difficult as many of these victims are fearful of disclosing any information of their experience of being trafficked as they are afraid of repercussions from the traffickers or whoever is controlling them and have power over them (Altun et al.,2017). Furthermore, they are also fearful and mistrusting of the police where in the past there has been a culture similar to domestic violence of low priority given to them (Aas, 2013). Moreover, they are frightened of having to return to their home country where they may well have been escaping abusive relationships. This indicates that the victims of human trafficking are a hard to reach group who would refrain from engaging with any support groups to help them.  While legislation is in place in the UK to protect people who are trafficked, it does not go far enough (Sexual Offences Act, 2003; Modern Slavery Act, 2015). Trafficking is a transnational crime and regions working together are making a difference however, as the figures for trafficking victims remain high this suggests that more effective coordination is required to identify trafficking sources and subsequent convictions. 
Human rights activists through the Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime highlight that the approach often taken to reduce trafficking is likely to focus on trafficking as a type of illegal immigration and crime that is organised (Goodey, 2005 cited in Aas, 2013). Migrant women are often treated as illegal immigrants and criminals instead of victims that need to be protected. It is argued that the focus should be changed to protect the trafficked victim’s rights instead of subjecting them to further hardship, exposure to danger and the risk of being returned to their home country and possibly re-trafficked. There is a culture of treating victims as implements through which the criminal justice system may be able to obtain a conviction of traffickers. It is much debated as to whether victims of human trafficking being exploited within the sex industry are offenders and illegal immigrants or victims in need of protection (Goodey, 2005 cited in Aas, 2013). Furthermore, Bales (1999) points out with the focus of attention on trafficking and sexual slavery little attention is given to other forms of modern slavery for example debt bondage and forced labour in addition to the underpinning factors that are the foundation of women and children in the worldwide economics of criminal activity. 
In conclusion, as the world decreases and evolves into a global community the trafficking of individuals, both willingly and coerced is ever increasing. Evidently, this is driven by the capitalist society we live in that deems profit more valuable than humanity.  While policies are in place to help reduce human trafficking, they are clearly not effective enough.  It is only with new approaches tailored to the elimination of human trafficking that the global society and law enforcement with tighter controls on the dark side of the internet can stem the spread of human trafficking that impacts negatively on the poor for the benefit of the rich. It is evident that globalisation has enabled and encouraged the growth of human trafficking which has impacted so badly on poorer countries; whether intentionally or not. 
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