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Wiki reply

The Wiki I will reply to is ‘How Greco-Roman perceptions of Spartan upbringing and military training created imagery of Sparta as an undefeatable military power.’ By Charlotte Stone. The main point to their argument is how history and literature added to the views the Greek and Roman people held towards the Spartans. She argues that the Roman’s held the Spartan people to a higher degree as it was considered a holiday destination to the people of Rome. They argue that Rome takes the word of writers such as Plutarch, Xenophon and Pausanias who paint Sparta in a positive light. However, the Greek while held the Spartans held in some esteem due to Xenophon’s writing with Xenophon being an Athenian, but the Greeks seemed to hold the actions of history to shatter the mirage such as their defeat at Lectura and Sphacteria. But still respected them due to their ability to train strong military leaders such as Lycurgus. 
The author could have arguably used more modern scholars than Kennell, such as Christensen who argues that view of Sparta was romanticised by Xenophon who viewed Sparta as a second home, thus causing problems of bias within the ancient works. Christensen also implies that Xenophon uses creative license within his work such as the Cyropaedia to give a stronger bias towards the Spartan army during the Persian wars (Christensen, 2006).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stone’s position is the Agoge was what truly created the imagery and mirage associated with Sparta but lacks evidence to support this. I have to agree with her position that the mirage of Sparta was created by the writers of the time. The view that Sparta was this strong, unbeatable power would have given excuses to military loses within the war. This is due to their being no surviving literary evidence form Spartan authors, but instead the evidence come from Athenians and Romans of which were not even alive during the time that they were writing about. I also must agree with the argument given by Christensen, that the work of Xenophon was highly romanticised, and details added so his works would be read and bought by the elite (Christensen, 2006).
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