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Executive Summary 
Around the world there are international treaties which are formed to analyse and investigate different issues that effect the world such as climate change. During this report there will be a full investigation upon why the international treaties such as The Paris Agreement and the new COP26 agreement are possibly failing and if they are still really necessary. 

Introduction 
International treaties have been created in many different countries around the world to target world issues such as climate change. An international treaty is defined as “a binding formal agreement, contract, or other written instrument that establishes obligations between two or more subjects of international law.” These international laws are usually focussed on areas where circumstances can change quickly and also issues that have long-term effects for the world. Climate change is one of the world biggest issue topics and agreements have been in place to try and create an international change to help, The Paris Agreement is the main treaty that was created in 2015 to attempt to regulate certain behaviours and regulations.  (Shaw, 2019)
Some of the main international treaties include – 
· Montreal Protocol 
· The Paris Agreement
· Kyoto Protocol 
· United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Google, 2021)
The treaties have specific guidelines in place to make sure they work correctly and have a number of potential outcomes which are set to work on a positive note, although not all of these are working correctly, and it is seen that these countries are failing which is causing concern and questioning whether these agreements are really necessary to carry on the way they are. This report will determine answers and opinions will be investigated to come to a final conclusion on whether the treaties should carry on the way they are, or if there are alternatives which may have a more successful outcome. 
International treaties 
Countries all over the world have tried to come up with agreements since the 1990s to combat climate change and attempt to create regulations that should be followed carefully. Most governments around the world agree with the science behind the climate change issue and are set to reduce the emissions that are produced from negative externalities. The Paris Agreement is one of the main agreements that was to target climate change and ensure that the global temperature should ideally only be raised by 1.5°c, even then there could be devastating effects such as heat waves and floods. (Maizland, 2021)
Another international treaty is the Kyoto Protocol which was first created in December 1997 where there are currently 192 countries involved. This protocol focusses on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change by targeting industrialised economies and countries to reduce the greenhouse gases that are being emitted into the air by ensuring they reach the agreed targets. Reporting and registry systems are in place to track and record transactions by the agreements and a special log is monitored to ensure the parties are following the rules. (UNFCCC, 2021)
[image: ]The Montreal protocol 1987 is in place to investigate what is causing the ozone layer to deplete and the many man-made chemicals that are interfering with the ozone layer. When certain emissions are emitted into the air, they damage the stratospheric ozone layer, which is what protects the Earth, humans and environment from harmful UV rays from the sun. HCFCs are the main cause of depleting the ozone layer which come from refrigerators, air-conditioning systems and foam applications and can be seen to be more than 2,000 times more powerful than carbon dioxide when linked to global warming potential. This protocol also contributes to the UN sustainability development goals. (UNEP, www.unep.org, 2021)
Have the treaties failed?
Politics and science have two very different opinions when it comes to the Paris agreement and the different issues that come with climate change.  Science links the problems with observations, truths and theory whereas the political thoughts are relating to perception rather than with the truth. Almost 200 countries were involved with the Paris Agreement and wanted to ensure they would reduce the greenhouse gases, only time will tell whether the agreement has been fully successful, the agreement has now been in place for nearly six years. (Frank, 2016)
The Paris Agreement has many countries involved, and financial, technical and capacity support are continually given for those in need. The Paris Agreement makes sure that more developed countries take the lead financially to help others that are less fortunate and much more vulnerable. Technology development is also a vital contribution to the effect in climate change to ensure that greenhouse gases are reduced, and emissions are reducing overall. Countries under the Paris Agreement have established and enhanced transparency framework, starting in 2024, individual countries will be able to report transparently on the actions being taken against climate change. “By 2030, zero-carbon solutions could be competitive in sectors representing over 70% of global emissions” (UNFCC, 2021)
So far, after five years of the Paris Agreement, the countries have achieved five important things, but they also have plenty to work on to ensure the global temperature does not increase beyond 2°c. Some of the positives that have begun since the agreement has been in place include - 
1. Political resilience – different governments around the world are trying to help the climate change issues.
2. Normalising 1.5°c – this is the temperature that the world needs to aim for, 2°c was the target at the beginning, although this could still cause huge damage. 
3. Normalising net zero – this is attempting to ensure there are carbon neutrality goals and translates the global warming limit to a more practical milestone. 
4. Clean energy shift – clean energy is favoured in many countries so building sustainable factories and eliminating fossil fuels is encouraged, technology is also helping to create new systems although Covid has slowed down these progressions in 2020.
5. Institutional change – there are no forced enforcements mechanisms in the Paris Agreement new avenues are being created for accountability. 
Some of the issues that still need to be considered include – 
1. Rising emissions – although the attempt is to reduce emissions, the greenhouse gases are rising as a billion tonnes of CO2 occurred between 2015 and 2018. In 2020, due to the pandemic, travel was limited which meant to emissions reduced during this time. 
2. Rising Temperature – with rising emissions, rising temperatures are happening too. The weather has been a huge indicator that the climate may be changing but not for all the right reasons, there have been wildfires, cyclones, droughts and floods in unexpected places in the world. 
3. Rising fossil fuel production – coal, oil and gas are the three fossil fuels that are used on an enormous scale through the whole world, although these fuels are not mentioned greatly in the Paris Agreement. 
4. The vulnerable suffer – with some poorer countries and some developing countries, people are exposed to the effects of climate change more than others. The Paris Agreement wants to help other less fortunate countries as well, as these areas can experience loss and damage as they do not have the access to special technologies and financial help. 
5. International transport gets away – “Early drafts of the Paris Agreement explicitly called on the UN bodies responsible for international aviation and shipping to set sectoral emission reduction targets and policies to deliver them.” (Darby, 2020)

The UK will host the 26th UN climate change conference in Glasgow on the 1-21st in November 2021, also known as COP26. This conference will bring parties together to discuss and analyse the Paris Agreement terms and if there have been any positive changes, and how to move forward. There needs to be a certain amount achieved during COP26, some of these things include – 
1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5°c in reach – to make this possible countries must phase out the use of coal, curtail deforestation, encourage the switch to electric vehicles and provide more investment into renewable resources. 
2. Adapt and protect communities and natural habitats – countries will need to protect and restore ecosystems and build defences, warning systems and resilient buildings to avoid loss of homes and livelihoods. 
3. Mobilise finance 
4. Work together for the best possible outcome – COP26 must finalise the Paris Agreement regulations and increase action to tackle climate change.  (UK-Gov, 2021)
The Montreal Protocol has been a success as the ozone layer has the smallest hole son record since the whole discovery began which is a huge success for the environment. It is said that “It is expected that the ozone layer will return to pre-1980s levels by the middle of the century and the Antarctic ozone hole by around 2060s. This is because once released, ozone-depleting substances stay in the atmosphere for many years and continue to cause damage.” This protocol is one of the most successful ever as it has reached many goals and continues to help the environment and encouraging alternatives that will not damage any part of the earth’s atmosphere, this protocol is also helping towards the sustainable development goals. (UNEP, www.unep.org, 2019)
The national geographic have set up acclimate change tracker to be able to see which countries have dragging behind and which are doing better. Their data covers around 80% of global emissions, the countries doing the worst include Saudi Arabia, Russia and the USA, whereas areas such as India and Morocco are working far better towards the 1.5°c increase. Morocco is one of only two countries with a plan to reduce CO2 emissions to a ensure they limit their increase of temperature to 1.5°c with around 42% of all the electricity production to be from renewable resources and 53% by 2030.  Russia on the other hand are the fourth largest emitter of greenhouse gases and the only large emitter that is not contributing to the Paris Agreement. (MULVANEY, 2019)
“The Climate Action Tracker is an independent scientific analysis that tracks government climate action and measures it against the globally agreed Paris Agreement aim of "holding warming well below 2°C, and pursuing efforts to limit warming to 1.5°C." (CAT, 2019)
Do we need international treaties? 
There have been successful times for climate change and governments and countries have tried very hard to create regulations and rules for individuals to follow to help the environment. Different agreements have been in place to ensure countries have a guide and a plan to reach specific targets which are appropriate for developed and developing countries. As a personal opinion, I think it is important to have a plan in place which is followed by as many countries as possible as without any regulations in place, the environment could suffer far worse than it currently is. I believe that the more developed countries should help out and financially help the less developed countries as they are more vulnerable of the devasting effects of climate change. 
Climate change is a huge problem and a topic of conversation for all scientists and also different governments that want to encourage the human population to make a change as soon as possible. Climate change is evidently happening as there have been dramatic changes in weather such as the increase in flooding, heatwaves and wildfires in some countries which are affecting people’s homes and habitats.  Around the world, summers and winters are getting hotter and heatwaves are now 30 times more likely and that is down to climate change, this increase in temperature can have an effect on hibernating animals, migrating birds and certain flowing plants. 
Sea levels are also rising at its fastest rate in 3,000 years and Indonesia is set to move their capital city as parts of the country are going underwater, as the ocean warms up it begins to expand, and the melting ice glaciers are contributing to this. Average wildlife populations have decreased by around 60% in only 40 years which is a detrimental factor which needs to be looked at carefully and ensured it does not decrease any further, this is not a decline in the total animal population but a relative decline for specific animal species. There is also the largest amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere than there has ever been in human history which is clearly highlighting problems. The earth has also seen huge changes in weather events and humans are to blame for the past 20 years of extreme weather events, as rain and heavy floods have quadrupled over the past 35 years. The UK is more than likely to miss its transport emissions target, although we have set a net zero target to make all cars and vans electric by 2050, but to reach this target many petrol and diesel filled cars will have to be replaced and battery compartments will have to be imported from other countries. (Weiss, 2019)

Conclusion 
Overall, there have been some clear failures when it comes to the treaties performance as their targets seem very hard to achieve in a short amount of time and it is clear that the temperatures are still rising along with CO2. The main international treaties that have the most countries involved are the Paris Agreement, the Montreal protocol and the Kyoto protocol. Each treaty has its own rules and regulations in place to ensure they are helping the environment and I think it is important that these are in place, although they can be seen as failing as their targets are out of reach for the time scale, they have given themselves. 
From a personal perspective, climate change is always going to be an issue as our environment is forever changing and new problems are arising, weather is one of the key factors that indicate climate change is happening all over the world and realistic targets needs to be in place. International treaties are a good idea as it brings countries together by looking at the science and also brining in the governments to analyse regulations that the human population needs to concentrate on. 
International treaties should still be in place to ensure there is a concentration on climate change and how important it is to reduce emissions into our environment and make sure that the human population is protected in the most developed countries and also the developing countries that are affected the most by these environmental changes. 
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