How did the police respond to COVID-19?​

In this report, it will discuss the major event Covid-19 and how the police had responded to it. It will entail what the police did and what solutions they came up with to prevent the spread of Covid-19 while maintaining public order, it will also include the changes they came up with to domestic abuse cases within the lockdown. It will include a conclusion stating how effective the procedures the police made were and how Covid-19 was a major event and had a big impact to the police, the public and domestic abuse cases.

Police forces responded to COVID-19 by adapting to change, adopting new rules, and prioritizing conflicting issues during the pandemic to stop the spread of the virus and maintain public order. They came up with different solutions and ideas to prevent it such as patrols, fines, penalties, isolation restrictions, engaging with the public, domestic abuse changes, and other rules to abide by. ​
Home Office (2020) states that the police responded to COVID-19 by instructing people to stay home, ensuring parents to keep an eye on their children to avoid them breaking the rules, and issuing fixed penalties for any offenses of breaking COVID-19 rules. ​
News.npcc.police.UK (2021) states that penalty notices were given when the rules had been broken to avoid people breaking lockdown rules such as isolation. This also helped deter others from breaking the rules because they knew that there would be consequences.

Police aided in enforcing lockdown restrictions such as quarantine, self-isolation requirements, and wearing face masks in public to avoid further spread of COVID-19 (Brown, 2021).
The four points that the police used were to engage, explain, encourage, and enforce. The police spoke to people to try to establish their awareness and understanding of COVID-19, what was happening, and how it would be prevented. They tried to educate people about the risks of COVID-19 and encourage people to act reasonably and responsibly. Police officers were also able to remove a person back home using reasonable force if it was necessary and as a last resort. ​
South-Wales. police. UK (2020) states that the police responded to COVID-19 by engaging with the public to help them understand the rules and answer any questions they had about COVID-19. They gave out fines to people for breaching isolation requirements and they were still able to use existing police powers. 
The police were able to issue directions to people if they were lost to avoid them breaking lockdown regulations and they were able to use reasonable force if it was necessary, they were able to take people back to their homes if they were suspected of breaking the rules. Police were able to enter any premises without permission to enforce COVID-19 rules in certain circumstances and they put patrols on the streets to enforce the new lockdown rules to prevent people from breaching the rules and spreading COVID-19. ​
 ​
Hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk (2021) suggests that the police made changes to Domestic Abuse cases during COVID-19, the effective changes they made included that the police sent out links for virtual appointments to victims which left no trace on their phones if the abuser checked, to ensure the victim could still call for help and stay safe during isolation. ​The police worked with other agencies and businesses to improve the understanding of the signs of abuse and provide safe spaces for victims who need to get away during the COVID-19 lockdown. ​Police ran media campaigns to promote a 'silent solution' emergency contact system. This entails that when someone is in danger and calls 999, they can press 55 if they are not able to speak. This technique was effective because it helped the police by knowing that whoever called and pressed 55 is in danger and it is not a prank call, just that they are in a situation where they cannot speak. ​The police also used online platforms to disclose information to potential victims about a partner's history of abuse to ensure they know what their partner is like. ​They also provided support for victims and safeguarded them.

The police also helped come up with keeping a 2m distance away from others when people are out in public (Cabinet Office, 2020). They also limited the number of households that people can come into contact with and limited going out unless it was absolutely necessary. The police were clearly capable to deal with Covid-19, this is because they managed to create solutions that aided in reducing the spread of Covid-19 and helped the public understand Covid-19 which reduced panic.
The public’s reaction to Covid-19 included feeling distressed, fearful, sadness and helplessness (National Library of Medicine, 2021). People had felt depressed and angry that they could not go out and do their usual activities or meet friends or family. People could not go out unless it was absolutely necessary, and it made them feel trapped. Their social and work lives became affected. Some people abided by the rules and some people did not. Shops, restaurants, schools and hospitals were affected by Covid-19 because schools closed down and hospitals and their staff were being over-worked. Shops and restaurants suffered financially because not many people were going out to buy things or eat out.

In conclusion, Covid-19 was a major event that made a big impact on the police and the public, including people in domestic abuse relationships. The police handled the major event well and discussed the issues Covid-19 made to public health and safety to the public so that they understood the risks. They created solutions to aid in the decrease of spreading Covid-19 such as masks, isolations and restrictions and they came up with punishments for those who did not comply and add to the risk of increasing the spread of Covid-19. The police came up with solutions for domestic abuse cases to ensure the safety of people at risk of domestic abuse during lockdown. The police came up with these solutions quickly and they were all effective considering how much time they had to create Covid-19 rules, while the public was in a panic because of the virus. The public complied with the rules and started to become less angry about lockdown and the rules because they knew it was going to prevent the spread of Covid-19 and keep everyone safe.
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