Discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities. Archaeology for me. 

The humanities offer a wide range of professions all relating to humanity and very often history, one of these professions is Archaeology and the speciality surrounding Archaeology is that although all the humanities are linked in a certain way with each other Archaeology can certainly be attributed with linking the best with all the different subbranches of the humanities. Whether it is history which is key in any historical work all the way too creative writing which can help build context and narrative of the area you are digging, Archaeology seems to be the perfect cog when linking it to other professions in the humanities.
The nature and direction of Archaeology is incredibly interesting as there are almost unlimited possibilities that it can follow. Once every second of the day passes that becomes history and once it becomes history if it is of historical importance Archaeologists aim to find it and explain why it is historically important. Digging into the past can answer a multitude of important questions and sometimes even the littlest amount of useable evidence can make a difference, even just a small shard can determine a lot of things that would have been previously unknown. This type of finding is often the most common during an archaeological dig it tends to be small finds that builds a bigger picture but as an archaeologist finding that small piece of wood that looks to be crafted, or that small bone that could help determine an area contained livestock can help them learn extremely important information about what they are trying to discover or build on. 
The direction of Archaeology gets even more exciting when you consider how quickly it can change and evolve depending on what you find, one finds in a certain area can change the whole landscape of what they thought which can completely change the direction of your thinking and the way a dig will go. It could prolong the dig or answer all the questions needed and it could be found at any time under any little piece of dirt. This by itself shows the incredible nature of Archaeologists as well as they hold so much patience and plenty of teamwork as sometimes these finds can be in the middle of nowhere with nearly zero evidence of an exact location, but they still work tirelessly and find what would be deemed as impossible to find. Not all archaeological finds have a map or a clear place to go like the pyramids some could be under a patch of earth in a random forest and finding something like that and building a picture of why it’s there, and what does it mean, this is what the true nature of Archaeology is about.
Furthermore, if you dig into the nature of Archaeology a bit more you can see a deep link to science and new technological methods which help date important finds. This is a key part when talking about the nature of archaeology as without these techniques which have been developed and improved over the years certain finds would never have been found or validated so the whole process of archaeology wouldn’t be able to function anywhere near as well. One of these key scientific methods is carbon dating[endnoteRef:1] which helps determine the date of an object. It relies on simple nature as it detects the decay of nitrogen of radiocarbon otherwise known as Carbon-14, this particular carbon is formed through neutrons interacting with Nitrogen-14 and this effectively create reliable and factual evidence on the date of a particular living organism. This is extremely effective when finding bones and often animal bones can be found alongside any human habitation as humans have to eat even if they aren’t at the level of controlling livestock. Also, there are plenty of different scientific methods to achieve as seen on the article referenced it shows a multitude of different methods that work in sometimes the same situation while others will work in different situations where radiocarbon dating might not work or be the most reliable. These other methods can also help confirm a find from another method which is needed for fact checking and making sure the evidence is reliable. Scientific methods and techniques like these are key to archaeology and can directly affect the direction of it so it needs to be mentioned when talking about the nature of Archaeology as it is an essential part of the discipline.  [1:  Carbon-14 dating | Definition, Method, Uses, & Facts | Britannica] 

Furthermore, when talking about the nature of Archaeology you have to recognise that certain parts of Archaeologies nature and direction comes from the surrounding humanities. A big part of this is world building, to dig an historical sight you need to build the world around it, this helps possibly identify locations of possible items to find while helping understand the logic and build of a place to fill in the gaps of a discovery. This is also needed because of context which can change drastically depending on where you are in the world and their culture, beliefs, land and progression. For example, Britain developed earlier than America which led to Britain colonising north America, this context is needed for Archaeologists because they know before 1587[endnoteRef:2] when the first British colony was established, they were dealing with native Americans. This is also seen if you are an archaeologist in south America context helps us see that France and the Portuguese were colonising them throughout the 1500s[endnoteRef:3] so any time before that was people native to south America and would not have been as advanced as they were in 1600. This necessary context on the area your digging can only be seen through historical text and although evidence of these colonies would be there this information needs to be known before you go which only historians can provide. This shows how the nature and direction of Archaeology is directly affected by other disciplines in humanity and how historians and archaeologists are closely linked, with items or material found by archaeologists often helping historians write their history books which then circles back and provides a bigger picture of our history for archaeologists to use.  [2:  The British Colonization Of The Americas - WorldAtlas]  [3:  The British Colonization Of The Americas - WorldAtlas] 

The humanities encompass a lot of different disciplines with some of these disciplines being professions you wouldn’t expect to be linked to the humanities. One of these is creative writing, when people look at creative writing, they may see it is as a platform to build a story or a poem which can entertain people. Often creative writing is linked in with the entertainment industry as it is involved in movies, tv, books and sometimes can take a part in music videos and even the lyrics themselves, but one key part of creative writing is its power to build a world and if the creative writer uses official information they can build an accurate world which can really help analyse the area of where an archaeological dig is taking place. This is seen through any historical film that’s used accurate information it builds a beautiful picture of the past which can make it easy for anyone to understand. Creative writing helps archaeologists be able to imagine on a different level how daily lives were in the area they are working. This can also help with determining why something was done as if you see the reality and most likely possibilities of the daily life on someone thousands of years ago it can help you answer why and how things were done. This then also links in historians especially specific ones that work on myths and religion as these had a massive part to play in the daily lives of the smallest to largest civilisations, just one belief could make things so different for one group of people it would define people’s lives and often even cost people’s lives. This is especially seen due to religious sacrifices which in a lot of cases has involved humans while sometimes belief can create fear and make a tragedy like the Salem witch trials happen. This context is all built by historians and then creative writers will build the world so archaeologists and whoever else can see the world from an almost simulated firsthand experience, this shows once again how connected the humanities are and how they all need each other to progress so naturally they are all part of each other’s nature.
Finally, it must also be mentioned that certain disciplines in the humanities are directly linked to certain disciplines outside the humanities. This is a major point because it shows that the nature of archaeology doesn’t just link in with other professions in the humanities it also links with professions outside of the humanities and these links outside of the humanities can also help change the direction of archaeology in a positive manner. One of these major links outside of humanities is geography, knowing the type of land you’re on and the best possible way to dig without affecting the surrounding nature to much is vastly important to an archaeologist. Geographical knowledge is key to make sure it is a safe dig for the planet and people doing the dig. Sometimes help and advice from students of geography can help determine the most likely place for imperative finds, they are especially helpful when it comes to rocks and fossils as geologist’s speciality is these types of rocks so if fossils are found in an unexpected place the knowledge of a geologist can help explain why they might be there which often helps archaeologists research. Geography also helps determine if an area is safe for a dig and sometimes areas are not very safe especially if it is near a drop, throughout this relationship the humanities discipline of anthropology has progressed and anthropologists are now the ones that communicate with geography disciplines as despite one being part of the humanities and the other not being part of it they are closely intertwined and their work heavily benefits Archaeology and all the humanities. This shows us how the nature and direction of archaeology can be changed even from disciplines outside of the humanities and how disciplines inside of the humanities can often be similar to ones not included in the bracket, this also helps explain how archaeology is connected to so many different professions and how complicated it can be when perform archaeological digs and research, so much knowledge and different types of people are needed which is where the patience of an archaeologist comes in again as you never know when your expertise will be needed and it’s why having knowledge of other disciplines is key to anyone working in the humanities or closely to the humanities, it is not an inclusive discipline teamwork from everyone is needed to succeed to the highest level possible.
In conclusion this essay shows us that Archaeology and all the humanities are directly linked and need each other to succeed in their goals and all the different disciplines in the humanities direction is directly changed by achievements in other disciplines. This shows us that the nature of archaeology is intrinsically linked with all the humanities and their nature is very similar even if the key area of their profession is different. Without each other the progression of the humanities would be far behind what it is today and although workers might have a specialised area being an archaeologist means you have good knowledge of other disciplines in the humanities like history, anthropology, and even in extension creative writing and creative thinking. So overall the nature and direction of Archaeology is complicated and linked with so many other disciplines, but it is clear to see that the nature of archaeology isn’t just digging into the past but involves research and knowledge of everything in the humanities and all of this adds together to create modern Archaeology as we know it today. 

References.
