Confusing Pairs of Words 
Many pairs of words sound alike or nearly alike, but each has a different meaning.  For example, affect means to influence something, while effect means the result of something.  Words like these can be easily confused with each other.  
You must be careful to use the correct word from a pair of such confusing words when you are writing and speaking.  If not, you may express something different than what you mean to express.
For example, suppose you are writing about the importance of a good marriage.  You write that martial bliss is a wonderful thing.  The word martial refers to war.  You should have written that marital bliss is a wonderful thing.   The word marital refers to marriage.  
You wouldn’t want to embarrass yourself by addressing a letter to the administrator of your school as “Dear Principle.”  The word principle means a fundamental truth.  You should write “Dear Principal.”   The word principal refers to the head of a school.
Here are some word pairs that are commonly confused.  Learn the meanings of each of the words so that you use them correctly.
Accept – 
Except – 
Altar – 
Alter – 
Ascent – 
Assent – 
Brake –  
Break – 
Cite – 
 Site – 
Coarse – 
 Course – 
Complement – 
 Compliment – 
Conscience – 
 Conscious – 
Descent – 
 Dissent – 
Desert – 
 Dessert – 
Device – 
 Devise – 
Elicit – 
 Illicit – 
Eminent – 
 Imminent – 
Faint – 
 Feint – 
Forth – 
 Fourth – 
Here – 
 Hear – 
Hoard –  
Horde – 
Hole – 
 Whole – 
Loath – 
 Loathe – 
Palate – 
 Palette – 
Peace – 
 Piece – 
Plain – 
 Plane – 
Pore – 
 Pour – 
Precede – 
 Proceed – 
Shear – 
 Sheer – 
Stationary – 
 Stationery – 
Waist – 
 Waste – 
Weak – 
 Week – 
 

