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The main aim of this presentation is to discuss how 
Assessment for learning can be implemented 
effectively in a classroom and the best possible ways 
to approach them. 

This presentation will be focused on how I used my 
chosen AFL stratergies in a mathematics and 
numeracy lesson in a year 6 class.

It is important for us as teachers to consider the 
many approaches of AFL in order to assess their 
potential in a different setting.

Welsh government (2013) “Effective Afl is not applied 
in the same way in all classrooms”



Outline of the 
class

• Year 6 class
• 32 students all together
• ALN students
• MAT students

• Lesson is based on the 
mathematics and numeracy 
area of learning and will be the 
first lesson on this topic.



What is 
Assessment 
for learning?

• Assessment for learning is a teaching approach where 
assessments are used to support and enhance student learning. It 
involves ongoing feedback, identifying strengths and areas for 
improvement. Focused on growth, it encourages active student 
participation, self-reflection, and promoting deeper 
understanding.

• AfL focuses on monitoring the quality of the learning process 
and on providing continuous feedback to guide learning and 
teaching, which can positively influence learning processes. 
(Black & Wiliam,2009).

• Goals and success criteria should be made explicit, students 
should not be afraid to make ‘mistakes’, and feedback has to
be immediate(Cowie et al.,2018; Luna,2018).

• The information created through AFL notifies both learners and 
teachers where students are in their learning. This then informs the 
teaching practice so that educators know how to amend their 
approach accordingly – to support students in getting where they 
need to be.(Hawthrone,2022)



The background to Assessment for 
learning

• In 1989, a group of educational assessment researchers formed the Assessment 
Reform Group. Caroline Gipps first introduced the term ‘Assessment for 
Learning’ in 1994. Following this, Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam carried out a 
review of assessment practices across all sectors of education. In their 1998 
publication, Inside The Black Box: Raising Standards Through Classroom 
Assessment, Black and Wiliam likened the classroom to a black box: an object 
which can be viewed in terms of its inputs and outputs, without any knowledge 
of its internal workings.

• Black and Wiliam investigated teaching and learning in classrooms and 
discovered that students who learn in a formative way achieve much better 
results than students who do not.



4 key elements to assessment for learning
Black and Wiliam (1998) suggested that there are 4 key 
elements to assessment for learning:

- questioning – teacher constantly questions the class

- feedback – discussing areas of improvement 

-learning goals - teacher announces the aim of the lesson

- self assessment – pupils are always learning



Why is Afl important? 
what are the benefits?
• determines the needs, strengths 

and progress of each student 
individually.
• Offers feedback
• Highlights difficulties
• Promotes development
• Ecourages engagement
• Supports a child’s learning



Limitations 
of Afl

• time consuming – requires continuous 
assessment, feedback and adjustment to 
teacher stratergies
• Student motivation and engagement – if student 

do not perceive feedback as valuable, Afl may not 
benefit them. (Hattie,2007)
• Cultural differences – students from different 

cultural or socio-economic backgrounds may 
have different approaches to learning and 
assessment.
• Assessment overload – both teachers and 

students may be overwhelmed by the constant 
need to assess and reflect on progress. 
(Popham,2008)



Links to the curriculum

Learning and teaching pedagogy

- the curriculum for wales
emphasizes a pedagogy that is 

learner centred and inquiry 
based. Afl supports this as it 
encourages active learning, 

where students receive 
immediate and constructive 
feedback.By focusing on the 

process of learning rather than 
just the outcome, Afl helps 

learners develop self regulation, 
which is a key skill in the 

curriculum for wales framework.  

Assessment and well-being

- the curriculum for wales
prioritizes the well-being of 

learners and afl contributes to 
this goal by providing positive 

and constructive feedback. This 
helps learners to build 

confidence and self-esteem. 







Why I chose 
this aole and 
the afl 
stratergies to 
go with it

• Overall class weakness
• Students were not confident in the 

chosen Aole
• Students would often call 

mathematics ‘boring’
• There would typically be less 

engagement in a mathematics lesson 
compared to others



‘think, pair, 
share’

“Think-Pair-Share is a cooperative discussion strategy that 
provides students with adequate time to think in order to 

increase their quality of responses.” (Mahmoud,2013)

How does it support a child’s learning?

What is it?



What does research 
say?
• “think-Pair-Share can be an effective way to 

engage students in academic conversations to 
achieve physical literacy” (Lynott,2022)

• “help students to learn with fun and increase 
students interest and confidence level” 
(Parker,2021)

• “there are some impacts found in mathematics 
learning using Think Pair Share type of 
cooperative learning related to: (1) group 
establishment;(2) learning environment; (3) 
learning achievement; (4) student participation; (5) 
information exchange; and (6) interpersonal 
relation”. (Ardiyani, Gunarhadi and Riyadi, 2019)



Is it effective? 
Who supports 
it?

• Promotes active learning
• Encourages peer interaction
• Increased confidence
• Promotes formative 

assessment 



Who doesn’t support it? 
(Lyman,1981) – limited depth of 

reflection

(Zemelman, Daniels & 
Hyde,2012) - unequal 

participation

(Janis,1972) – risk of groupthink

(Becker,2000) – time constraints



Strenghths weaknesses

Promotes critical thinking Time consuming

Provides immediate feedback Unequal participation

Inclusive learning Potential for poor responses

Encourages active participation Some may not feel confident enough

Good use of communication skills Difficulty managing the class



Conclusion 

RECCOMENDATIONS
FOR THE FUTURE

BENEFITS OF DOING 
THIS ASSIGNMENT

WHAT ARE MY OWN 
IDEAS?

WHAT WILL I DO IN 
THE FUTURE WHEN 

USING AFL?
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