An essay to discuss the paper ‘SPIRITUALITY AND CULTURE: THE CASE OF CELTIC CHRISTIANITY”
 Written By Dr Oliver Davies
By siobhan O’Driscoll 
In this short essay, I will be discussing the paper, from the topics and opinions that are spoken throughout, while also making comments on how this relates to my research topic of anthropology. this essay starts with how there is a common tendency is to link the idea of spirituality and culture together. Linking this to my research in anthropology throughout my essay. During this essay, there is many examples of the opposing contradictions between culture and spirituality. this paper is written by Dr Oliver Davies has many papers in the fields of  ,early medieval Welsh and Irish spirituality, and contemporary Systematic Theology. This is something that when reading the paper was taken into consideration. 
This piece of writing starts of by Cleary defining the terms culture and spiritual. to later go on to talk about how the term’ spirituality’ is most often tied to Christianity in the more traditional context of religion. He juxtaposition to this is often the idea of the supernatural and believing the unknown alongside materialism. In the case of culture example of Raymond Williams’s notes a fundamental distinction between culture as “an informing spirit” which “is manifest over the whole range of social activities but is most evident in ‘specifically cultural’ activities – a language, styles of art, kinds of intellectual work” or, alternatively, as “a whole social order within which a specifiable culture, in styles of art or kinds of intellectual work, is seen as the direct or indirect product of an order primarily constituted by other social activities”.(Williams,  1981) This Is something that from an anthropological point of view is the most interesting to myself , I look at this from the angle of how has this shaped is ad it does it continues to shape is . the word culture has many different connotations all of which can be tied to such things as literature and art, music and speech. All of these are different in every culture we look at the term spirituality we tend to see it from a more historical viewpoint one of which is more tied to religion and a distinct form of experience.
It later goes on to further ideas of culture. Talking about how it is loosely linked to the notion of human agency and very specific aspects of he human autonomy. changing within different group an different individuals. The writing goes on to give examples of this, noting the writings of f ‘Giambattista Vico, whose New Science of 1725 laid the foundation for the social sciences of the future. It was Vico who first presented the case for historicism and began to see human societies as manifold and diverse developments from or expressions of the human mind’ (Berlin, Vico and Herder,1976).  Using this as a piece of writing to discuss this I can talk about the point of view that is how we as people have changed and tend to be subject to our surrounding in a sense f community and culture. Who we are as people is heavily linked to that of the place and environment we live in. following this we see examples of how the term spirituality came to be, there is many diffract aspects of different langue’s and different examples in history that we can tie to the word spirituality.  ‘For the purposes of the current debate, I mean Christian spirituality and I would seek to define this broadly along the lines which are associated with the Orthodox tradition, for which spirituality can be glossed as “the knowledge or experience of doctrine”(lossky, 1957)
There is one paragraph in this text that I found I could take the most from , it is the one that discuses the ie and decisions of he meaning behind the words culture and spirituality. There is a part in tis paragraph that says. “what the members of a human group have to know in order to function acceptably as members of that group in the activities in which they engage”, using this to describe the culture I  believe sums up the term perfectly. From an anthropological point of view it can not be matched, this is the most efficient way t define it. We are people find the common ground in groups, is the way that we as a society find a hierarchy. 

To draw this to a conclusion, I thing this piece of writing as a whole is one that sets out to discus the ideas and to define the as a whole. The pieces uses many different examples this and draws on ideas of humans and the way in which we as people work. This made it both interesting ad easy to apply ideas and theories of the discipline of anthropology as a whole to this piece of writing. Overall I believe this paper is to the point and useful in the field of anthropology.
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