Here are some tips for completing your essay for Asian Religious Traditions.

· You will be assessed on how well you are able to synthesize material from different academic sources. The recommended sources are the crucial ones but you can look beyond these to other useful (recent) academic sources as well. 

· Please do not rely on non-academic sources (random website material etc.).

· Part of the challenge is that you make appropriate links between topics covered in class. You can use the PowerPoint presentation(s) for your chosen topic as a map to guide you through the subject area, filling in the details with your focused reading. Please do not cite/ quote from the PowerPoint slides.

· Try and work out a structure for your essay before writing it. Use sub-headings to demarcate sub-sections. 

· Check for relevance – avoid irrelevant material; check for clarity (syntax, grammar, spelling etc.).

· Make sure you cite your sources, and cite them correctly. If you want to quote from a Sanskrit text, e.g. the Bhagavad Gita, explain your source (as cited in…). 

· When dealing with any topic, you will need to explain the general context (e.g. the Vedas – what are these, when were they composed, what do they contain; the Bhagavad Gita – what is this, where does it appear, what is the content, how significant is it as a sacred text; Shankara – who is he, when did he live, what is his significance).

· Non-English words must always be italicized. The first time you use a word like atman or dharma, provide a translation. Be careful with these translations (use the glossaries in academic texts if you are in doubt, or cite an appropriate source). Make sure you spell the Sanskrit correctly and be consistent with your spelling.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Always italicize the titles of texts e.g. the Rig Veda, the Ramayana. If you are using a generic term for a whole group of texts, you need not italicize (e.g. the Upanishads). 
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