Chapter 3 – Methodology

3.0 Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation achieved objective one of this study after analysing key existing literature investing the topic of Child Criminal Exploitation/ Child Sexual Exploitation within Serious Organised Crime. This chapter of the dissertation seeks to achieve objective two of the dissertation which is: To identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the sensitive topic of Child Criminal Exploitation/ Child Sexual Exploitation within Serious Organised Crime.
Research is defined as a punctilious and systematic enquiry process designed to explore and unravel specific subjects or issues with accurateness. This methodical approach encompasses the thorough collection, accurate analysis, and insightful meaning of information, aiming to consider deep into the nuances of a chosen field of study. By adhering to established research methodologies, investigators can draw significant conclusions, fostering a remote understanding that contributes importantly to the existing knowledge base (Alam, 2023). Therefore, throughout this chapter I will be using two main forms of research. This being primary and secondary research. Primary research described by (Gratton & Jones, 2010) as research that has involved the collection of original data specific to a particular research project and gathers information first-hand rather than relying on available information in databases and other publications. Therefore, I will be able to gain primary data from sources such as Questionnaires.

 Whereas secondary research is defined by (Bouchrika, 2021) as involving the summary or subtraction of data and literature that has been organised and published by others. When doing secondary research, researchers use and analyse data from primary research sources. Therefore, due to the academic gap surrounding the specific research question of Child Criminal Exploitation/ Child Sexual Exploitation within Serious Organised Crime, secondary research will prove vital throughout. The secondary sources that will be used throughout will be sources such as, textbooks, specialist books, and web pages.

As identified in chapter two, primary research will be needed to support in answering the project's question. To determine better understanding of the research process, this chapter will now clearly identify the intended methodology of this research project.


3.1  The Research/Data Analysis Spiral
When looking at specific research techniques regarding the route to collecting primary data, one of the many used methods used in academic writing is followed using ‘’The Research Spiral’’ or also commonly known as ‘’The Data Analysis Spiral’’ created by Creswell and Porth (et al., 2018)
[image: ]
Figure 3.1 – The Data Analysis Spiral – The Research Spiral (Source: Creswell and Porth et al., 2018)

3.1.1  Managing and Organizing Data
The first step in the data analysis is managing and organising the data. To assist with the first step the research strategies as previous explained above regarding primary and secondary resources will assist to gain data. By conducting this, it allows for the data researched to be placed into a form of questions within a survey format.
By managing and organising data during the first stage, it assists to conduct and effective survey. This is because after reviewing and managing data that has been researched, it will determine who will participate within the survey. 
3.1.2 Reading and Memoing Emergent Ideas
Once the data is managed and organised, step two and reading and emergent the ideas will assist to design the survey questions to identify the information within the gaps in the academic research.
3.1.3 Describing and Classifying Codes into Themes
3.1.4 Developing and Assessing Interpretations
A survey consisting of pre-written questions was sent to participants in order to collect data regarding the qualitative interviews due to time constraints and individual circumstances. 
Survey research (McCombes, 2023) entails asking a group of people questions in order to gather information about them and then analysing the answers from those survey questionnaires to assist in filling in the gaps through academic research.

3.1.5 Representing and Visualizing the Data
The final step in the Data Analysis Spiral involves representing and visualizing the data. During this final step, I will be completing a visual representation such as graphs to show my findings throughout.

3.2 Reliability and Validity
Validity and reliability are means of illustrating and conveying the thoroughness of research procedures and the reliability of research results. Research must not mislead its users if it is to be beneficial. According to Murphy and Dingwall (2003), following protocols by themselves is insufficient to yield reliable results. The reliability and validity of research should be taken into account from the beginning when reading published research.
3.3 Ethical Considerations
Ethical considerations are crucial when conducting such a delicate research project, which is why a comprehensive ethics form was completed before the project began to guarantee that every aspect of the project was approved. As per the to the UWTSD-approved ethics form, participation was entirely voluntary, and participants retained the option to decline or withdraw at any time during the project. So, although qualitative interviews facilitate a more candid conversation between the participant and the researcher, participants' right to remain anonymous was upheld to protect the privacy of those who volunteered their time to help with the project.
3. Conclusion
This chapter has accomplished the second goal of the project by successfully identifying the form of methodology to identify the most suitable research approach required to appropriately conduct the research project and the sensitive topic of Child Criminal Exploitation/ Child Sexual Exploitation within Serious Organised Crime.. The data gathered during the research project's collection phase will be presented and analysed in the dissertation's following chapter.
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