Independent Project – Proposal form 2025/6

	Student Name: Nicole Evans

	Proposal Title: What is the Usefulness of a Director? 

	Proposal Subtitle: An investigation into hierarchy within a rehearsal room, and how that connects to the definition and impact of a feminist director in a contemporary industry.

	Proposal aims and objectives:

Through my project, I aim to develop a personal approach to directing that advocates the benefit of a non-hierarchical rehearsal space through the exploration of practices set up by other directors. I aim to research and interview relevant directors with ideas similar and different to mine. 

I’d like to discuss my background - my personal experiences in rehearsal spaces in comparison to the expectations within professional ones.

I’m considering exploring a feminist approach, creating a source for women in theatre to realise their impact during a male-oriented creative process. 

Running workshops with actors, applying various directing techniques and variables and creating time for constructive feedback – with an opportunity to demonstrate these skills during a showcase. 

Hosting conversations and surveys with actors, gaining data on their experiences and expectations when entering a rehearsal room, afterward demonstrating my approach, spreading awareness on what is perhaps a complacent and uncritical pattern within the industry, and how we may begin to change that.



	Proposed Collaborations: 

Thomas Rees – Tom will be writing a playscript, so to be able to understand his visions and bring them to life collaboratively would be fulfilling. I believe we would both gain valuable insight on our separate projects through this collaborative aspect. 

Betsy Downes – Similarly, Betsy will be writing a playscript; Betsy and I also share feminist ideologies but approach creative work differently, and for that, I think we’d gain a lot from each other and our work. 

Charlie Zee Delisle – Charlie’s ideas surrounding devising seem interesting to me, there are overlaps in our ideas about collective creativity which would be fulfilling to explore together. 

With an understanding that the writers will only be comfortable sharing certain aspects of their scripts, my ‘plan B’ will be to work with an existing piece of text to create something collaboratively. 

A developing idea is to host conversations with actors from varied backgrounds to understand their expectations from a director. I can then begin to inform them of my research, possibly providing new perspectives on a collaborative space in cooperation with feminist ideologies and put that into practice by developing a scene as a company. 



