Workshop – West meets East – Graeco-Roman Art in Central Asia and India

In this workshop we will examine the evidence for the continuing legacy of “Hellenic” culture in the regions of central Asia and the Indian subcontinent, and how this has been adapted by later by kingdoms / cultural groups. We will also look at the evidence for the trade in artistic objects during the Roman period and how this complicates the question of “Greek” or “Roman” influences on these cultures. Some modern scholarship, with images, has been made available on Moodle which should be consulted when attempting thinking of your response to the questions set below. 

Questions:

1) Why do you think some classical motifs are adopted in Buddhist art of the northwest Indian subcontinent? 

2) How easy is it to judge whether Hellenic cultural legacy in the central Asia and the northwest Indian subcontinent or subsequent Roman trade is more significant in terms of artistic influences in these regions during the early centuries of the first millennium AD? 

3) What are the difficulties involved in interpreting the Roman finds at Begram? – For example, in terms of origin, chronology, significance etc. What is the significance of the medallions? 

4) How can we interpret the Kolhapur bronze figure of Poseidon? Do you find De Puma’s interpretation convincing? 
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