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Introduction
The purpose of this study would be to establish if indeed there is a link between the level of awareness of the LGBT+ community and it’s issues, by wider society, and the level of hate crime experienced by the LGBT+ community. The hypothesis would be to suggest that the higher the awareness, the lower the rate of hate crime.
Main Body
Before undertaking this assignment, I was not aware of the extent to which ethics would play in a study of this kind. Ethical considerations are extremely important for a study of this kind (BSA, 2017).

The need for absolute confidentiality in a study of this nature is paramount (BSA, 2017) (LGBT Foundation, 2017). Any breach of confidentiality, without informed consent of the participant, not only has potential legal consequences under the Data Protection Act 2018 and Human Rights Act 1998, Article 8, but also has ramifications with regards to trust. Establishing a relationship of trust between researcher and participant is vital to ensure accurate information is acquired. A breach of data would destroy that trust and could potentially lead to the participant leaving the study.

However, confidentiality may be compromised in a need to mitigate certain risks. This is particularly relevant if the participant discloses information whereby the wellbeing of the participant could be compromised if not acted upon. Furthermore, should a participant disclose information pertaining to the commitment of illegal activity such as a hate crime, then information must be passed to the relevant authorities or police. This is legal under the Data Protection Act 2018, Schedule 2, Part 1 whereby a data breach is accepted in either the “prevention or detection of a crime” or “the apprehension or prosecution of offenders”.

However, in accordance with ethical procedures, participants must be made aware of this potentiality prior to partaking in the study. This would be considered as a part of obtaining informed consent (BSA, 2017).

If participants disclose information that causes distress, they must be supported accordingly. The wellbeing of the participant must be safeguarded as a responsibility of the researcher as outlined in the ethical guidelines (BSA, 2017). This would include the wellbeing of the participant after the study as well as during.

Support could be afforded in the form of counselling or mindfulness, local LGBT+ Support Groups and local/national LGBT+ helplines such as LGBT Cymru Helpline (2019) and Switchboard (2019). Volunteers at Switchboard are all LGBT+ so have an understanding and empathy for LGBT+ issues. LGBT Cymru Helpline also employs qualified counsellors trained in LGBT+ issues.
Conclusion
To conclude I shall state that when undertaking a study of this nature, sensitive information must be safeguarded at all times. Furthermore, risks must be identified and mitigated as such. Should a data breach be necessary for the safeguarding of the participant or in the instance of illegal activity, then the participant(s) must be made aware of this potentiality beforehand, as a part of obtaining informed consent.
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