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Humanitarian organisations are nurtured and developed in order to ensure that there is instantaneous, effective humanitarian assistance made available to various locations which have encountered unforeseen poverty circumstances. The first humanitarian organisation, the United Nations (UN), was developed swiftly after the first world war in order to protect and assist vulnerable countries, affected by the war, (RYSABACK-SMITH, 2019). Oxfam is a widely popular humanitarian organisation, spreading across 90 different countries worldwide, suffering from poverty. According to Oxfam, one in three people live in poverty, (Oxfam.org, 2019). Oxfam’s aim is to locate practical and effective solutions for poverty-stricken countries, in order for them to flourish. As well as Oxfam, there are a number of other humanitarian organisations which include, but are not limited to, the World food program (WFP), Red Cross and Action against hunger (AAH). These organisations serve a great purpose to be at the aid of those suffering from war conflicts and natural disasters. Despite Oxfam inspiring to protect the countries they work with. The question is how do they set out to protect these countries? 


From a global scale perspective, poverty was a major issue after the second world war back in 1945 and prior to this, poverty was never noted as a major issue, ("The Development Of Poverty", 2019). In accordance with the Oxford dictionary, poverty is best described as, ‘The state of being extremely poor’, ("poverty | Definition of poverty in English by Oxford Dictionaries", 2019). In other words, poverty is where an individual is lacking in certain areas which as a result, is having a major effect on their basic needs. These areas may include financial stability, living conditions, their environment, educational facilities and food/water supply. Despite poverty possibly being considered identical worldwide, there are in fact several types of poverty, which are mainly defined by specific factors such as the duration and severity. The first of these would be Clinical poverty, which is spread through a population but is only present for a limited amount of time. The second being Collective poverty which opposes to clinical poverty is noted as a much more permanent type of poverty which deprives individuals of their basic needs. The third and final being case poverty, which in some ways is similar to collective poverty. The only difference being is that it affects an individual or perhaps a family rather than an entire society/population, ("poverty | Definition, Causes, Types, & Facts", 2019). These areas of poverty affect individuals and families on a global scale and have continued to do so for a number of years. It has been suggested that 400 million individuals live in poverty, which had risen by 40% from 2004 up until 2009, (Human_Rights_and_Poverty, 2019).  Some may consider poverty to violate an individual’s human rights, suggesting that those living in poverty are not simply labelled as unfortunate or lazy. Including a human right’s approach would eliminate these factors and focus on identifying where poverty begins within an individual’s life, whether it be through their personal choices or political aspects which are out of their control.  

As mentioned during the introduction, Oxfam is a humanitarian organisation that focuses on aiding those poverty struck countries. Oxfam was founded in 1942 by a group of Oxford academic Cecil Jackson-Cole and by 1960, Oxfam was considered as a widely popular non-governmental aid-based organisation. ("Oxfam GB | leading UK charity fighting global poverty", 2019). Oxfam’s aim from the outset has been to prevent the chances of poverty impacting a society, eventually aiming to extinguish the chances of poverty having an effect on any society worldwide. This is made clear directly through the Oxfam website where it states that “Oxfam is a global movement of millions of people who share the belief that, in a world rich in resources, poverty isn't inevitable. In just 15 years, extreme poverty has been halved. 15 more years and we can end it for good”, ("About us | Oxfam GB", 2019). They believe that in order for their aim to thrive, they must require the help and support of political sources, which will aid the progression of these poverty-stricken societies. In order for Oxfam to make their aim and future plans clear to the public, they state that for every £1 an individual donates to Oxfam, £0.44 of that transfers directly to emergency responses which are required for current campaigns, £0.37 for the developmental progression of the campaigns, £0.10 for the support and running costs of the campaigns, £0.07 for the fundraising costs of each campaign and £0.02 for campaigning for change, protecting the future development of the organisation. This promise that Oxfam makes to the individuals that donate to the organisation is that none of their donations are profited, allowing all of the donations provided to have a substantial effect on Oxfam’s poverty-based campaigns. 

Oxfam has certainly had a positive impact on various locations which have been affected by poverty. They continuously work towards putting an end to poverty and have made some kind of an impact every year. Between the years 2017 and 2018, Oxfam managed to collect 17,000 signatures for their petition which was directed at the UK government, claiming that they should alter the relevant laws and legislation for refugee families, allowing them to reunite and remain together. They also stated that 14 million individuals untied with Oxfam, attempting to prevent poverty, which in one year would conclude just how widely-popular Oxfam is on a global scale. Following onto 2019, Oxfam responded to an estimated 50 emergencies, providing life-saving services each and every time. As well as this, Oxfam provided a useful and effective water-supply for an astonishing 700,000 individuals who were affected by the unfortunate circumstances at the Democratic Republic of Congo, ("About us | Oxfam GB", 2019). The campaigns that Oxfam set out to achieve in a successful manor can vary, which is dependent on the circumstances presented. In relation to the services Oxfam provides, they include providing societies with an effective source for food and water, a quality standard of educational and health-care services, women’s rights which is vital in order to put an end to poverty, war conflicts and natural disasters and finally citizenship rights for those individuals who are treated unfairly within their living environment.     

Oxfam has currently been at the aid of those individuals living in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi, which is their most recent campaign. These areas were hit with a cyclone on the 14th and 15th of March which had a catastrophic effect, wiping out hundreds of homes, separating families with many feared dead and a significant lack of food and water supplies for the individuals suffering. Oxfam has claimed that their overall aim for this campaign is to help up to 500,000 individuals, supplying them an effective and long-lasting food and water supply as well as shelter. Furthermore, without the help and support, these areas are receiving from Oxfam, the consequences would be far greater than already perceived. These areas would be facing damaging poverty levels including a serious lack of food and water supplies, which may eventually lead to deadly illnesses due to the flooding, forcing families into fleeing their hometown onto other areas which may not always be able to accommodate them, ("About us | Oxfam GB", 2019). 


Another of Oxfam’s campaigns which began back in July 2013, ("Syria Crisis Appeal - Donate to Syria | Oxfam GB", 2019). Prior to Oxfam developing their campaign with Syria, the conflict had started in 2011 due to a war conflict, resulting in a well-respected and working-class country in ruins. The result of this war conflict was so fatal, Oxfam is still urging for individuals to still donate 6 years on from the beginning of their Syrian campaign. Oxfam had estimated that 5 million refugees had fled from Syria and 13.5 million are still in need of help. Oxfam has been able to assist the 46,000 of these refugees with clean food and water facilities, as well as informing as many families and individuals as possible about their rights in relation to their circumstances. This would enable these families and individuals to become in contact with the necessary services, aiding them through this life-changing period, decreasing the chances of these people having to live in poverty. As well as providing food and water for these refugees, Oxfam is attempting to create a fresh water supply in various refugee camps. Despite Oxfam being unable to prevent the root cause of the Syrian campaign, which is a war conflict, they are still providing for the vulnerable families and individuals, not neglecting them after years of conflict.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion to this essay, the overwhelming cause of poverty can be caused through various circumstances which may include, but are not limited to, an inadequate access to fresh water and an affective food supply, no access to employment, no access to educational, no access to health servicers and war conflicts. This is something that has affected populations for many years and was considered a serious issue after the second world war. Oxfam has certainly made a significant attempt to prevent poverty from having an impact on various populations on a global scale. They have worked In an estimated 90 countries and have had a major impact each passing year, which is made clear as they state how they had 14 million donations in 2017-2018 and how they responded to 50 emergencies during 2019. However, despite these remarkable facts regarding Oxfam, it has been noted of a previous scandal regarding Oxfam in relation to sexual violating acts from the Oxfam employees to the victims of the Haiti disaster. This gives us a clear indication that perhaps Oxfam should take more care with who they employee. This could maybe be achieved by altering their application process, reducing the chances of these particular altercations repeating themselves again, (the Guardian, 2019).  













Reference List

About us | Oxfam GB. (2019). https://www.oxfam.org.uk/what-we-do/about-us

Fleeing the West – Just another Stories of Hope Sites site. (2019). http://stories.oxfam.org.uk/fleeing-the-west/

(2019). http://www.cesr.org/sites/default/files/CESR_Briefing_-_Human_Rights_and_Poverty

Oxfam GB | leading UK charity fighting global poverty. (2019). https://www.oxfam.org.uk/

poverty | Definition of poverty in English by Oxford Dictionaries. (2019). https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/poverty

poverty | Definition, Causes, Types, & Facts. (2019). https://www.britannica.com/topic/poverty

RYSABACK-SMITH, H. (2019). History and Principles of Humanitarian Action. PubMed Central (PMC). https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4910138/

The Development Of Poverty. (2019). https://newint.org/features/1992/06/05/poverty

the Guardian. (2019). The Oxfam scandal has taught us there is no reward for honest charities | Angela Crack. https://www.theguardian.com/voluntary-sector-network/2018/mar/16/government-donors-reward-honest-charities-oxfam 

















  
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





