Evaluating the Impact of the Digital Competence Framework（2016） on Media Literacy Education in the Wales

AIM
In the next policy report, I will provide a detailed analysis of the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) and Media Literacy Education in Wales. Firstly, in the policy background section, I will introduce the purpose, content, and specific implementation requirements of the DCF. Secondly, in the section on media literacy education in Wales, I will use relevant data analysis and textual analysis to demonstrate the necessity for young people in Wales to have media literacy skills in the context of the country's digital society. Finally, I will analyze how the DCF helps Welsh youth improve their media literacy skills, including skills such as information discernment, critical thinking, and online social responsibility. In the final section of the policy research, I will propose how to optimize the DCF to more effectively promote media literacy education in Wales based on the analysis of the policy and the current state of policy implementation.

Look back over the steps taken so far

Step 1:Identifying the Issue through personal experience
My background and experience in China have exposed the dearth of formal media literacy education, thereby igniting my initial interest in delving deeper into this subject matter. Reflecting upon this encounter, I identified the absence of structured media literacy education as a pivotal area requiring attention, which subsequently served as the foundation for selecting this issue.

Step 2: Comparative focus – Learning from European countries and Wales
The comprehensive media literacy programs in Finland and other European countries have greatly influenced my academic pursuits. While in Wales, I plan to closely observe their educational approach, which also emphasizes media literacy as a crucial part of digital competence. These comparative insights into European models have laid the foundation for understanding different approaches to media literacy and further sparked my interest in analyzing Wales's approach within this broader context. By focusing on the Welsh framework, I aim to explore how structured policies like the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) integrate media literacy into mainstream education, supporting students in developing critical digital skills.

Step 3: Narrowing down – Selecting the DCF as a framework
The investigation of Welsh educational policies and their influence on the development of the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) revealed a progressive model aligned with advanced European practices, particularly through its integration of media literacy within the core curriculum. This significant finding highlighted a structured, government-supported approach to media literacy education, ultimately reinforcing my decision to examine the role of DCF in Welsh media literacy education.

Definition of media literacy education and introduction to DCF
Media literacy education plays a crucial role in enabling students to engage critically with media within today's intricate digital landscape. Enhancing students' media literacy competencies is a significant concern for educators globally.

How do I refine my focus? – Spider diagram
To refine the focus of my research, I constructed a spider diagram with media literacy education as its central theme. This visual representation facilitated the organization and interconnection of key aspects pertaining to Digital Competence, Critical Thinking, Information Discernment, and the Policy Background within Wales. By means of this diagrammatic approach, I narrowed down my investigation to explore how DCF (Digital Competence Framework) supports these areas within the context of media literacy education, thereby establishing a solid foundation for a systematic analysis in my report.

How do I further refine my focus? 
- Definition of age for the studied population
[bookmark: _GoBack]-How did the training for teachers to teach media literacy-related courses according to DCF requirements go, and what was the effect? 
-Did the results differ due to regional differences?




