Objective 1- Explore the history and background of immigration and how future events may affect immigration. 
The first act to formally restrict immigration during a time of peace was the 1905 Aliens act. The act restricted the entry of immigrants deemed to be undesirable due to burdens on social services or threats to national security (Glover, 2012). The act gave the government the power to exclude immigrants and control the flow by registering immigrants and their employment (El-Enany, 2020). This act became the foundation for future immigration acts (article to criticise this). After World War Two global immigration grew massively and as a result the British Nationality Act in 1948 was created to further shape immigration flow to the United Kingdom. This act allowed citizens from the British commonwealth, such as India, Pakistan and the Caribbean, to go and live in Britain following the end of World War Two when the UK needed more workers following the loss of so many young men during the War and contributed to the UK’s reputation of being diverse (Hepburn, 2016). By 1962, the labour shortages from World War Two had been filled by the Windrush generation and not as many immigrants were needed so the government introduced the Commonwealth Immigrants Act which added additional barriers to entry for immigrants (Dubow et al., 2020). However, in 2018 the Windrush scandal emerged where it was revealed that many members of said generation had been wrongfully detained, threatened with deportation or denied legal rights (Hewitt, 2020). These individuals had lived in the UK for decades but had no formal documentation to prove their citizen status as this was not required by the 1948 act. The scandal showed how some Windrush immigrants and their descendants were classified as illegal immigrants despite having come to the UK legally.
These acts show how immigration policy changes over time but in both 2015 and 2024 immigration is still a hot topic. The 2015 Brexit referendum showed that immigration was a massive issue in the minds of voters with both pro-Brexit politicians and the general election participants focusing on how they would solve it to appeal to voters (Clarke et al., 2017). The Conservative party came up with the “Rwanda Policy” and asylum plan which planned to send illegal immigrants to Rwanda to free up space in the UK judiciary system as well as relieve pressure on prices of goods and services domestically (Sen et al., 2022). “Stop the boats” was the next three-word slogan for the conservative party that was aimed at drawing attention to the increasing numbers of illegal migrants crossing the English Channel in small and unsafe boats often resulting in the death of children and vulnerable people (Hampshire, 2024). However, empty promises were not good enough for the British voters and the labour party was elected to tackle the issue instead since illegal immigration increased under the Conservatives. 
It is impossible to accurately predict how the flow of migration will change as time progresses, but it is possible to understand what causes shifts of migration patterns and extrapolate what future events may occur and how they may affect immigration to and from specific areas of the world. There are many things that affect immigration, from politics to war to economics to environmental changes and even advancements in technology (Helbing et al., 2018). Since the covid pandemic there has been a massive rise in remote working with more companies adopting policy that allows workers to work from home. This also means that employees could theoretically be in a different country and still be able to work the job and earn the pay of that country. In theory, as this phenomenon grows, less people will have to move country to get better jobs as they will be able to work remotely at a well playing job while living at home with their families potentially in economically worse countries (Borjas et al., 2020). War and politics are also massive drivers of immigration across the globe and, as we have seen with the recent Ukraine war, future wars can happen with little to no warning and can drastically change the demographics of a nation or even entire continents. Since the start of the Ukraine war there has been a mass exodus of military age men from Ukraine to nearby European countries as these men were looking to avoid being drafted for the war. The economic situation in Ukraine hasn’t helped the appeal of the nation for young people as the war has taken its toll on all industries in the country. In the future we may see similar or even more intense conflicts that quickly change the flow of migration in the region (Gerlach et al., 2022). 
The biggest potential factor for future change in immigration patterns is climate change which is a global event comprised of an unknowable amount of smaller scale regional or local environmental issues ranging from pollution to biodiversity loss. Climate change has continued to get worse since its confirmation in the 1970s when Exxon and other fossil fuel companies proved its anthropogenic existence. Climate change has the potential to decimate communities or even countries in some parts of the world, specifically Asia and Africa and the most at-risk areas are the coast, where most of the world’s population lives. Unless rapid changes are made across the world to mitigate climate change, the world may see a climate crisis unlike any other in the future where millions or tens of millions of people are forced to move North in search of respite from harsh environmental realities (Yıldz, 2023)
Unfortunately, a limitation of the 1951 Refugee Convention means that refugees created by climate disasters are not protected in the same way that a refugee created by war is. This convention was a landmark international treaty that defines who is a refugee and establishes the rights of individuals who are granted asylum in a foreign country. People fleeing droughts, floods, sea-level rise, desertification and other climate related events are not automatically considered refugees under international law even though these events may displace millions of people (Binhai, 2020). 

















Objective 2- How and to what extent does traditional and social media affected the general public’s view on immigration? The differences between natives, migrants, immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers and how the public opinion changes between these titles. 

A common issue when discussing immigration is the differing opinions by the public about immigrants from different part of the world. For example, people often view immigrants from Afghanistan, an underdeveloped, war-torn country with a big Muslim population, are viewed more harshly than immigrants from Ukraine, a war-torn country with a large Christian population. The reason for these differing opinions can be attributed to tribalism and lack of understanding of foreign cultures but has a significant impact on public discourse. This phenomenon is not new and has been an issue when discussing immigration since the invention of mass media (REF). In the early twentieth century, following the assassination of Alexandra II, there was an influx of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe to the UK who were fleeing from persecution in Central Europe. However, upon their arrival to the UK, the media capitalized on the high immigration rates to stir up anger in the public. By doing this, the media has a direct impact on the number of immigrants coming into the country by applying pressure to the government and therefore influencing the policies put in place. In the late 19th century Britain saw another massive influx of immigrants from various parts of Europe and again the media often highlighted the perceived threat posed by these immigrants, contributing to a climate of xenophobia and nationalism (REF). The press, particularly right-wing newspapers like The Times and The Daily Mail, often framed immigrants as an economic and social burden, echoing the concerns of nationalists and working-class people who were riled up by the media who feared competition for jobs and resources. These concerns were amplified by reports of increasing number of immigrants, including those fleeing to the UK for safety (McLaren et al., 2017). 

British politicians have also jumped onboard the anti-immigrant rhetoric with former member of the conservative party, Echon Powell, giving a speech against the Immigration Act of 1968 and expressed his concerns about immigration particularly from Commonwealth countries. In the speech, Powell warned of the potential societal consequences of mass immigration, including racial tensions and the erosion of the British identity. Powell famously used the phrase “rivers of blood” to evoke the idea of conflict arising from immigration issues, drawing a vivid and provocative image that resonated with some while deeply offending others (REF). This speech sparked intense debate leading to backlash against Powell and the Conservative Party. It remains a significant reference point in discussions about race, immigration and nationalism in the UK. Powell’s views have been both criticised for their overt racism and xenophobia and supported by those who felt he was addressing legitimate concerns about social cohesion and integration (Tomlinson, 2017). 

This rhetoric has not dwindled since then with media moguls, like Rupert Murdoch, continuing to push this narrative across the multiple media platforms that he owns and runs. It can be argued that the rhetoric pushed by Murdoch are as instrumental as ideological and that, in practice, his political beliefs are subordinate to the protection of his business. Through his outlets, including The Sun, The Time and Fox News, Murdoch has often supported anti-immigration stances, especially in the UK and USA and his influence on legislation and opinion on this topic has been substantial (REF). The Sun, one of Murdoch's flagship newspapers in the UK, has been a vocal critic of immigration policies, particularly in the context of the European Union. The newspaper's coverage of immigration issues has often played into concerns about the perceived pressure on public services, jobs, and housing caused by immigration. It was a prominent voice in advocating for Brexit, which was partly fuelled by anti-immigration sentiments. During the discussion about the consequences of Brexit in 2015, The Sun and other Murdoch-owned publications often ran stories about immigration, often focusing on the idea that exiting the European Union would allow the UK to regain control over its borders and reduce the flow of immigration. These sentiments tapped into popular public feelings appealing to readers and viewers who felt economically or culturally threatened by the effects of immigration. This tactic aligns with the broader ideology of the conservative party and its political movement in both the UK and USA, where immigration is often a hot topic (Mahler et al., 2019).

A common misconception by the public is the differences between the types of migrants that may go to the UK. Defining the difference can be instrumental to creating an open and factual conversation about immigration. Firstly, natives are individuals born in the country they are living in. They typically hold citizenships and have rights and privileges associated with being part of that society. Natives are generally viewed as being part of the established social fabric with public opinion being favourable towards them (Kaufmann et al., 2018). Migrant is a broad term that refers to individuals who move from one country to another often for work, education or better living conditions. Migrants can be voluntary or forced based on the conditions of their home nations. Economic migrants are usually seen more positively than forced migrants as economic migrants usually contribute more to the economy. Migrants may face scrutiny depending on their integration into society and cultural differences as well as geopolitical context. Migrants usually only move countries temporarily, at least in principle. If they end up staying permanently then they become immigrants (The Migration Observation, 2020). Immigrants are individuals who move countries with the intent of settling permanently or for an extended period. Immigrants may move countries for any number of reasons including economic opportunities or family reunions. Immigrants are often viewed negatively by natives and frequently seen as a hinderance on society (Douglas et al., 2019). A refugee is forced to flee their home country due to persecution, conflict or risk of death. Refugees are often recognised under international law and have specific rights and protections. Public opinion towards refugees can be more lenient during times of conflict, however, concerns about security and integration can lead to mixed emotions particularly if natives believe refugees might strain public services and resources (Pavezi, 2021). An asylum seeker is someone who has fled their native country to seek international protection in another country. Asylum seekers must apply for that status and their claims are assessed to determine whether they qualify or not. This group often faces significant scrutiny and suspicion. Public opinion is often polarised with some being empathetic towards asylum seekers whilst other may perceive them as a threat or societal hindrance (REF).








Objective 3 - Determine the exact link between immigration, policing and crime rate and develop and understanding of why this link exists. What are policing strategies and what challenges does the police face.

Research papers show that an increase of immigration to a nation is not the cause of higher crime rates, however, public perception is to the contrary. In the UK over 40% of the surveyed public believes that immigrants increase violent crime, despite evidence pointing to the opposite (Routledge, 2019). There are many challenges for the police associated with immigrations such as enforcement of immigration laws. Immigration laws are often complex and frequently change making it hard for the police to stay up to date and fully informed. This can result in confusion or mistakes when enforcing these laws meaning officers must be re-trained often.
Primarily, the police face a lack of resources issue and as immigration policing requires specialised training, police departments are not always equipped to handle the demand of this type of work. Consequently, some departments may lack sufficiently trained staff to carry out immigration checks or deportations effectively or accurately (Jones et al., 2019). To combat this, police forces can improve their resource allocation by collaborating with immigration authorities such as the UK border force, immigration officers and other relevant agencies. Police can leverage their expertise and resources this way to streamline their process. Higher efficiency means more cases solved with less money spent. However, over-reliance on external agencies can blur the boundaries of police duties and strain resources, especially during times of increased immigration or national security threats (REF).
Community relations and trust are also key points that police forces may have issues with, especially when related to immigration. Many immigrants may fear deportation, especially those who are without legal status (Armenta et al., 2019). As a result, many immigrants, either legal or illegal, may refuse to give information to the police out of fears that may lead to the deportation of their friends and families. This undermines community trust and cooperation with the police, making it hard for law enforcement to prevent or solve crimes. There are also concerns of discrimination by the police against immigrants especially among ethnic minority groups. Immigrant communities may feel unfairly targeted by police and the vulnerable members of these groups may feel exploited or abused. While the police are tasked with protecting these groups, their immigration status may make them feel as if they can’t trust the police for support. A strategy to combat this is community policing and outreach programs which involves officers working closely with communities to build relationships and trust (REF). By engaging with immigrant communities’ police can encourage cooperation, address fears and reduce the perception that they are solely focused on immigration enforcement. Unfortunately, community outreach requires significant time and effort, and results may take time to materialize. Immigrants may still be reluctant to trust the police because of concerns about deportation or mistreatment. To overcome these issues a community liaison officer may be put in place that is tasked with building trust within immigrant communities. These officers are trained to engage with building trust within immigrant communities. By being transparent with regular communication, police will increase trust in communities and increase cooperation between communities and police (REF).
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