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Abstract

The Essentials for Bringing about Order from Assembled Texts (qunshu zhiyao FfEGH) is a
political encyclopedia compiled by imperial order during the Zhenguan reign (627-649) of
Emperor Taizong (r.626—649) of the Tang dynasty (618-907), drawing extensively from texts
across the dynasties to serve as a governance resource for the ruler. This study examines the
typology and governance implications of “loyalty” (zhong &) from the Zuo Tradition
Commentary of the Spring and Autumn Annals (chungiu zuoshi zhuan EHK /K {#) selections in

the Essentials. It first establishes the textual basis of zhong through philological analysis drawing
on the Shuowen jiezi (# 3 f#F) and Collected Exegeses on the Classics and Historical Texts

S AR N

(jingji zuangu #8FEELEE), then traces its ethical development from personal cultivation to public
governance with reference to the Analects (lunyu ZsE), before analyzing how the four loyalty

types function as governance resources in dialogue with the Essentials of Governance from the

Reign of Constancy Revealed (zhenguan zhengyao FEERIEE).

Through systematic analysis, zhong in the Zuo Tradition selections of the Essentials may be

categorized into four types: “loyalty to the state” (sheji zhi zhong 1182 ), “loyal remonstrance”
(jianzheng zhi zhong %> [E), “loyalty to official duty” (zhijie zhi zhong WiE[ > &), and
“disloyalty and moral failure” (que zhong shi de TE5-1{%). These form a governance oriented

ethical structure, a product of early Tang ‘horizon of expectations’ rather than the original text.

Thus, traditional virtues can be actively transformed into resources for governance.

Key words: Zhong (Loyalty), Zuo Zhuan, Qun Shu Zhi Yao, Zhen Guan Zheng Yao, Governance
Ideology
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