Dissertation Proposal
This dissertation will focus on the language used to describe the physical, emotional and spiritual experience of dance. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a member of a local belly dance group, I am often confused by the language used to describe the shared experience of dance. The use of unfamiliar words and concepts, usually from a diverse range of languages and cultures to describe a shared experience, leads me to question the ability of the English language to truly capture the human experience of dance. Not only is the use of language intriguing, but the use of alternative bodily ontologies is present in the language used in the group, which I believe is demonstrative of the dichotomy between bodily expression and linguistic expression.
Therefore, I aim to use participant observation, unstructured interviews, and focus groups for 2-3 hours per week, over a period of 6 weeks to understand the role of language in expressing the physical, emotional and spiritual experience of personal and group dance.
