Essay question: Discuss the impact of Islam during the past forty years in the United Kingdom.

Muslim presence in Europe can be traced as early as the 8th century when envoys and traders travelled to the Byzantine empire, and the first major arrival of Islam came from the conquest of the Iberian Peninsula which started in 711 CE.[footnoteRef:1] Muslim communities integrated into the indigenous European population through settlement and conversion, and contributed to European development and culture, producing such influential intellectuals as Ibn Rushd (Averroes) and Ibn Khaldun.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Antes, Peter. “Western Europe, Islam and Other Religions in.” In Oxford Islamic Studies Online. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, (accessed 29-May-2020). http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t343/e0139]  [2:  Nielsen, Jorgen S. "Europe, Islam in." In Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World, edited by Richard C. Martin, 235-239. Vol. 1. New York, NY: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004. Gale eBooks (accessed April 8, 2020). https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3403500149/GVRL?u=walamp&sid=GVRL&xid=ef6f792c] 


The most recent arrival of Muslim communities in Europe, however, arose not from Muslim expansion but from European expansion. Britain’s migration patterns and policies have been shaped by its relationship with the Commonwealth countries[footnoteRef:3], and the first major influx of Muslims came as a result of the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, when British shipping began taking Yemeni and Somali labour from the port city of Aden. After British economy was revived post World War II, Britain looked outside of Europe for its labour needs, and immigration from India in the 1950s, and from Pakistan in the early 60s saw the Muslim community grow widely. In the interim before the Commonwealth Immigration Act of 1962 closed the doors to labour immigration, a sudden influx of men from Pakistan arrived in time to beat the ban. The law still allowed family reunion, and the arrival of women and children led to a steep increase in organised Muslim activity and the establishment of mosques and community centres[footnoteRef:4].  [3:  Yurdakul, Gökçe, and Anna C Korteweg. “Gender Equality and Immigrant Integration: Honor Killing and Forced Marriage Debates in the Netherlands, Germany, and Britain.” Women’s Studies International Forum 41, 2013. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2013.07.011.]  [4:  Nielsen, Jorgen S. "Europe, Islam in." In Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World, edited by Richard C. Martin, 235-239. Vol. 1. New York, NY: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004. Gale eBooks (accessed April 8, 2020). https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3403500149/GVRL?u=walamp&sid=GVRL&xid=ef6f792c] 

The first mosques in the country were established in Liverpool and the London suburb of Woking around 1890. Both these mosques come with a fascinating history and connection to solicitor Henry (Abdullah) Quilliam, who converted to Islam after a trip to Morrocco. Quilliam was said to be instrumental in the conversion of 600 people across the U.K [footnoteRef:5]. The mosque at Woking is also connected to Marmaduke (Muhammad) Pickthall, the British convert whose English translation of the Qur’an (1930)[footnoteRef:6] became the “touchstone against which all later ventures have usually been measured” for their faithfulness to the original Qur’anic text[footnoteRef:7]. During the second world war, King George VI granted a plot of land to build London’s Islamic mosque and center in Regent's Park, which opened in 1977[footnoteRef:8]. [5:  Gilham, Jamie. Victorian Muslim: Abdullah Quilliam and Islam in the West. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017.]  [6:  Pickthall, M. The Meaning of the Glorious Koran (Hyderabad-Deccan, India: Government Central Press, 1938)]  [7:  Kidwai, A.R. "Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall’s English Translation of the Quran (1930): An Assessment." In Marmaduke Pickthall: Islam and the Modern World, edited by Nash Geoffrey P., 231-48. LEIDEN; BOSTON: Brill, 2017. Accessed May 31, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.1163/j.ctt1w76wrn.16.]  [8:  Bunt, Gary. “Muslims in Britain” Islam Today Module, UWTSD Moodle 2019/20. Accessed May 29, 2020. https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3100] 

South Asian immigrants from Post-World War II also placed great emphasis on the religious nurture of their British born children.  This came to be in part because of perceptions of inadequate religious and moral education in mainstream schools, and because of the parents’ concern for the preservation of their linguistic and cultural identity. To this end, there are numerous well-established facilities for after-school religious studies in British Muslim communities[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Scourfield, Jonathan, Sophie Gilliat-Ray, Asma Khan, and Sameh Otri. "Children in Formal Religious Education." In Muslim Childhood: Religious Nurture in a European Context. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. Oxford Scholarship Online, 2014. doi: 10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199600311.003.0005.] 

In the political sphere, foreign policy appears to be an important factor for British Muslims and seem to determine their votes more than local social or economic issues do. This is partly attributed to the diaspora links that the older generation of British Muslims have with their countries of origin[footnoteRef:10]. It is also linked to Muslims’ sense of attachment to the larger Islamic ummah[footnoteRef:11]. Recently, Time magazine featured an article by an Islamic scholar who urged the “2 million eligible Muslim voters in the U.K.” to vote because they had “the ability to swing the result, one way or another”. He goes on to say that research released by the MCB shows that both the Conservative and Labour parties, as well as niche parties could lose or gain seats through the Muslim vote.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Ajala, Imène. "British Muslims and Foreign Policy." In European Muslims and Their Foreign Policy Interests: Identities and Loyalties, 57-78. Berlin, Germany: Gerlach Press, 2018. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv4ncp1t.8.]  [11:  ]  [12:  Hussain, Musharraf. “British Muslim Voters Can Swing the 2019 UK General Election.” Time. Time, November 18, 2019. https://time.com/5731406/british-election-muslim-vote/.
] 

The extent of influence that the Muslim community exerts in Britain came to light during the Satanic Verses controversy, followed closely by the headscarf controversy in France. In response to continuing political pressures, the French government adopted 3 measures. It formed a High Commission on Integration and a commission to consider Islam in France, and also presented a plan to combat racism.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Nielsen, Jørgen S., and Jonas Otterbeck. "European Muslims in a New Europe?" In Muslims in Western Europe, 169-93. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1bgzc17.13.] 

Since the 1980s, the U.K has also welcomed a steady stream of Muslim refugees from all over the Islamic world; Bosnian Muslims, Iranians escaping the Revolution and Kuwaitis and Iraqis fleeing the Saddam regime, among many others.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Bunt, Gary. “Muslims in Europe.”  Islam Today Module, UWTSD Moodle 2019/20. Accessed May 29, 2020. https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3100.
Others who have sought asylum in Britain are Afghans, Bangladeshis, Kurds, Kashmiris Pakistanis and West Africans.] 

Integration vs. assimilation
The immigration and consequent settling of Muslims in Britain has brought with it challenges for both the host country and the immigrants. While the majority of Muslims in the UK have roots in the Indian sub-continent, there is also considerable religious diversity among them[footnoteRef:15], and issues which relate to individual and collective identities, such as integration and assimilation, came to the fore.[footnoteRef:16] While historically, Europe had for centuries been multicultural, the perception of Islam not belonging in ‘the West’ has brought out these discussions more vehemently[footnoteRef:17]. These tensions, caused by religious, ethnic, and racial diversity, were exacerbated by the 9/11 attacks and 7/7 London subway bombings. This in turn led to major changes in social policies which now took on an assimilatory form. These policies received criticism from immigrant groups, political activists, and scholars who maintain that multiculturalism and integration should not be replaced by “cultural conformity and exclusive loyalty to Britain”.[footnoteRef:18]   [15:  Bunt, Gary. “Muslims in Europe.”  Islam Today Module, UWTSD Moodle 2019/20. Accessed May 29, 2020.
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3100.
]  [16:  Nielsen, Jørgen S., and Jonas Otterbeck. "European Muslims in a New Europe?" In Muslims in Western Europe, 169-93. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1bgzc17.13.]  [17:  Bunt, Gary. “Muslims in Europe.”  Islam Today Module, UWTSD Moodle 2019/20. Accessed May 29, 2020. https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3100]  [18:  Yurdakul, Gökçe, and Anna C Korteweg. “Gender Equality and Immigrant Integration: Honor Killing and Forced Marriage Debates in the Netherlands, Germany, and Britain.” Women’s Studies International Forum 41, 2013. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2013.07.011.
] 

Research and documentation
It was not until the mid-1980s that European Church bodies, such as the Brussels-based Churches’ Committee for Migrants in Europe recognized the Islamic dimension of the migrant Muslim community. At about the same time, an increasing number of academic sociologists began to take interest in the religious dimension of Muslim communities. This could be considered the beginning of what later developed into a major growth area in University research sectors[footnoteRef:19]. This interest was brought about by the perceivable change in Muslim religiosity. Early immigrant men who came to Britain in search of better economic prospects displayed almost no religious expressions. However, when family reunion was allowed and women and children came into the equation, religious expression began to make its mark. The general view was that these communities would quickly evolve, as had the Europeans, if not to being secularized, then to confining their religious life to a private niche.[footnoteRef:20] Today, many universities across Britain study and teach Islamic studies as a discipline. [19:  Nielsen, Jørgen S., and Jonas Otterbeck. "European Muslims in a New Europe?" In Muslims in Western Europe, 169-93. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1bgzc17.13.
]  [20:  Nielsen, Jørgen S., and Jonas Otterbeck. "European Muslims in a New Europe?" In Muslims in Western Europe, 169-93. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016. Accessed May 30, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1bgzc17.13] 

Conclusion:
In the past 40 years, Islam and Muslims have continued to have an impact on the intellectual, social, religious and even political scenes in Britain. Additionally, Britain’s relationship with its former colonies means Muslims from the Commonwealth countries are best placed in the West in regard to citizenship rights and social integration. Yet many issues still remain to be resolved for the Muslim community to be able to fully enjoy the rights accorded to citizens of a First World country that prides itself for its multiculturalism.
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