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3. This dissertation is the result of my own independent work/investigation, except where otherwise stated.  A reference list is appended. 
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[bookmark: _Toc1203593518]Abstract
(500 words max )

What to include in your abstract:
1. Background / Context
· Briefly explain the topic and why it matters.
· Mention any key issues or debates your research addresses.
2. Research Aim / Question
· What were you trying to find out or explore?
3. Methodology
· What methods did you use? (e.g., interviews, surveys, document analysis)
4. Key Findings
· What did you discover? (Summarise the most important results)
5. Conclusion / Implications
· What do your findings mean?
· How do they contribute to knowledge or practice?

[bookmark: _Toc1052965422]List of Acronyms / Abbreviations

XXXX – XXXX
XXXX- XXXX
XXXX – XXXX

[bookmark: _Toc89571960]Chapter 1: Introduction 
(approx 1,500 words)

· Introduce the topic and its relevance
· State your research question(s) or objectives
· Briefly outline your approach and structure
'The context’. Why do this study? Why now? Why here? Why me? The aims and objectives of the study should be made clear. 
Chapter one is very important and is possibly best compiled by answering a series of questions as follows.  You are presenting a rationale for why you are undertaking the research. 
Is there a problem? 
What is it? 
Why does it need to be solved? 
What is your research issue?


[bookmark: _Toc1072728429]Chapter 2: Review of the literature
(8,000 – 10,000 words approx.)

This is a review of what is already known and of the main themes or issues. It covers past research and studies and articles from relevant journals, books, newspapers, etc. It is a summary of what other people have written and published around the theme of your research. It is very important that you acknowledge the authorship of other people's work.
 
Include in the introduction the methodology you used to collect and anlyse your literature, e.g what search engines, how many texts did you use any frameworks for analysis. 

[bookmark: _Toc1180920042]Methodology for literature review 

Even though you’re not collecting primary data, you should explain:
· How you selected sources (e.g., databases, keywords)
· Inclusion/exclusion criteria
· How you analysed and organised the literature
· Ethical issues in using data for a lit reviews

[bookmark: _Toc1903908561]Thematic Review of Literature 
Organise this section into themes. Each theme should:
· Summarise key studies
· Compare and contrast findings
· Highlight strengths, limitations, and gaps

For example:

a. Theme 1: Defining poverty and families
Studies show mixed definitions of poverty depending on context (Smith, 2020; Jones, 2021), as well as differing definitions of family (Thomas, 2024)
b. Theme 2: Influences that affect poverty on families
Research highlights both positive and negative influences on poverty and families (Brown, 2019; Ahmed, 2022).
c. Theme 3: Barriers to tackling poverty with families
Common barriers include policies,  welfare, structural issues and perceptions of poverty (Taylor, 2020; Pitman, 2021, Smith, 2024; DfE, 2021).

…and more themes if needed.
Remember! Methodological Critiques
can be incorporated into above subheadings/ themes as you go along)
· Comment on the methods used in the studies you reviewed.
· Are they qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods?
· Are there limitations in scope, sample size, or bias?

Example:
Most studies rely on small-scale qualitative interviews, limiting generalisability. Few longitudinal studies exist to assess long-term impact.

Remember! Gaps in the Literature / Debates

· Identify areas that are under-researched.
· Highlight contradictions or unanswered questions.
Example:
There is limited research on how intersectionality (e.g., race, disability, gender) affects poverty, there is a lack of work done specifically on the geographical area in question / single parents / disabled parents etc.

[bookmark: _Toc1659214903]Chapter 3: Discussion and Interpretation of the data 
Approx 2000 words
 
(a) Interpretation of findings. What patterns have emerged? (can use subheadings)
(b) The difference between your findings and those of other people. The difference between the views of various other authors outlined in your literature review (more depth in specific lit reviews in themes)
(c) How do the main points you are making change the way you think about the topic?


[bookmark: _Toc673936057]Chapter 4: Conclusions and Recommendations
 
(a) Summary of main findings (you can theme these into subheadings)
(b) Conclusions and directions for further research.
(c) Recommendations. 
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[bookmark: _Toc642813653]Reference list:
(not included in word count)

[bookmark: _Toc322908722]Appendices 
(Not included in word count)

[bookmark: _Toc301528521]Appendix 1: Ethics form Remember to include your Ethics form (PG2)


 Appendix 2:  Search Strategy Documentation
Here are common items you might also include. This is not prescriptive but may help show transparency in how you do your lit review

· Databases used (e.g., JSTOR, ERIC, Scopus, UWTSD repository, LibKey Nomad)
· Keywords/ Boolean searches (ask Alison Evans librarian to help you with this f needed)
· Inclusion/exclusion criteria
· Number of results found and selected
Why? Shows transparency in how you selected literature.

Inclusion / Exclusion Criteria
These are the rules or characteristics that a study must have to be included in your review.
Examples:
· Published between 2015–2025
· Focuses on UK secondary education
· Uses qualitative methods (e.g., interviews)
· Written in English
· Peer-reviewed journal articles


Exclusion Criteria
These are the rules that tell you which studies to leave out of your review.
Examples:
· Studies published before 2015
· Focuses on primary or higher education
· Not related to inclusion or diversity
· Non-English language publications
· Opinion pieces or blog posts

Why is this important?
· It shows your review is systematic and fair.
· It helps readers understand how you chose your sources.
· It makes your research transparent and replicable.

3. List of Reviewed Studies (useful and good practice)
· A table summarising each study: 
· Author(s)
· Year
· Title
· Methodology
· Key findings
· Relevance to your research question
· Limitations 

Policy Documents or Frameworks
· If you refer to specific policies (e.g. SEND Code of Practice), include excerpts or summaries.

Theoretical Models or Diagrams
· Visual representations of frameworks you discuss (e.g., Bronfenbrenner’s model).


This is not exhaustive and prescriptive. You must choose what you think is important for your study. Showing your transparency when doing a literature review is thought of as gold standard work.
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