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   During this support paper, the evaluation on how community engagement and community policing can support counterterrorism efforts and help prevent terrorism will be addressed. Adding to this, throughout the assignment there will be various points on why it is important for the police to interact with the community as a result to deter terrorism and how the prevent strategies are implemented.  Cooper, (2010) emphasises that one person's terrorist is another person's freedom fighter, most people agree that terrorism has become a terrible issue in many parts of the world and that every effort needs to be taken to put an end to it. Terrorism is characterised as politically motivated violence carried out by individuals, organisations, or agents of the state with the intention of instilling fear and terror in a population to influence decision-making and alter behaviour. 

    To begin with, the main objective for community policing is collaborating closely with community members to address and minimise crime. Bennett, T.H. & Kemp, C. (1994) states that community policing includes a variety type of actions taken by the police team such as foot patrols, community beat officers, community meetings, contact strategies like police stations, and community crime prevention are the most often used operational strategies in community policing. This is beneficial when conquering terrorism as it intends to prevent people from becoming terrorists and make sure that no one becomes a suspect in or victim of crime again. Building relationships between law enforcement and the community is facilitated by foot patrols. Law enforcement's ability to enforce the law and solve problems is improved by foot patrol. University of Oxford (2024) declares that it is anticipated that "Martyn's Law," also known as the Terrorism Protection of Premises Bill, will be passed into law in 2024. By safeguarding public spaces, it aims to lower the risk of terrorism to the general public while boosting both personal safety and national security. This will generally make the public feel safer by implementing safety protocols for the community to live freely and out of fear.  

    The prevent strategy plays a crucial role for tackling terrorism at a community officer’s perspective. The aim is to stop vulnerable people from being drawn into radicalism. Counter terrorism policing (2024) expresses that the success of counterterrorism policing, like other policing endeavours, is contingent upon the trust, confidence, and support of all communities, a legacy of UK policing. This shows the prevent programme is important as it aims to avoid people from becoming terrorists. In order to counter radicalizers - including those who sow division and hatred, prevent collaborates with law enforcement organisations, other governmental partners, and local, regional, and national partners. GOV.UK (2024) states that prevent aims to address the ideological roots of terrorism by lessening the impact radicalizers have over vulnerable audiences and by restricting access to and supply of terrorist content. The efforts in academia, civil society, communities, government, and industry are aimed at reducing permissive environments and countering radicalization.   

      It is important that community policing is applied when attempting to deter terrorism, College of policing (2020) applies that the service delivery is shaped by effective communication to meet the needs of the general public. This demonstrates that improved coordination and communication can help identify suspicious activity or people who might be connected to terrorist activities early on. Law enforcement can more effectively identify and neutralise possible threats when they collaborate with the community, which eventually improves overall security. "The prevention, investigation, detection, or prosecution of criminal offences or the execution of criminal penalties, including the safeguarding against and the prevention of threats to public security" is how section 31 of the DPA 2018 defines the goals of law enforcement.   
 
       (Lloyd & Foster, 2009) state that poorer people who reside in high-crime areas have been reported to participate in society at particularly low rates. This illustrates how certain aspects of social and economic inequality can be exacerbated by community policing rather than reduced. Another reasoning behind this may be that victims living in the hot spot areas of crime perhaps do not have a trusted bond with the police leaving them not wanting to participate with reporting crime such as terrorism threat acts. It could also act upon it being normalized in that area of living that nobody makes reports to the police as it could potentially be a risk for themselves and their families. Coppock, V., & McGovern, M., (2014) apply that even prior to 9/11 Martha Crenshaw (2000:409), asserts that to a prominent researcher in the psychology of terrorism, terrorism usually is not the result of psychopathology of a single personality type and that terrorism is primarily a group activity. This demonstrates that majority of terrorism does not get participated by an individual alone. Borum, R. (1999) supports this reputation of group activity as it applies that people turn into terrorists in order to join terrorist groups and carry out acts of terrorism collectively.   
 
       Following this, another way on how community engagement can support counterterrorism is prevention through educating individuals within the community by raising awareness. By doing this communities can be empowered to resist extremist ideologies. Pantucci R., (2023) declares that education systems provide an environment in which skills like civic values, digital literacy, and critical thinking are taught. These skills can be helpful in preventing violent extremism. This helps prevent terrorism as education can help individuals and communities build resilience, making them less vulnerable to recruitment by terrorist groups. Also, education can promote awareness of human rights associated with terrorism and help individuals advocate for the protection of fundamental rights and liberties.  
 
        To conclude, community policing and engagement are crucial roles in the fight against terrorism, emphasising collaboration, prevention, safeguarding communities and uphold security. Using community engagement strengthens the trust and creates a bond within the police force, to engage fully with one and other and understand vulnerabilities. Using this is very important so that there is an early detection put in place to minimise the risks of terrorism potentially occurring.  
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