Discuss the importance of education, justifying your view with evidence.
Before discussing education, it is important to consider what education is, and to establish a definition. Whilst defining education is extremely difficult, Peters’ (1967, republished in 2010) definition is perhaps the easiest to understand. He states the education is something worthwhile that is learnt in a morally accepted manner.
Whilst the majority of people view education as a process that occurs solely in a school, college or university, education is the process of learning new skills or gaining new information. Should someone go through life unwilling to learn they will be doomed to fail. 
Education can occur in both a formal and informal environment. For example, a formal learning environment would be a school, college or university, and an informal environment would be an apprenticeship or training programme. Both of these are socially accepted as viable education.
Bartlett and Burton (2016) say that education plays a central role in everyone’s life, especially in society. Following on from this theory, it is then vital for all people to, at least, attend and complete compulsory education. Compulsory education teaches students, aged five to sixteen (in Wales) or eighteen (in England), vital skills that are required in order to lead a fulfilling life.
Education and learning will continue to occur whether or not post compulsory education is attended. Most aspects of everyday life are opportunities to learn. Teaching students to recognise, and utilise, these opportunities when they appear is vital. Education should not be about ‘teaching to the test’ (Thomas, 2016) but about learning the skills needed for someone to take part in independent learning. 
In order to attend a higher, or further, education setting, a prospective student will need to meet the entry criteria of the chosen course. In most cases this will be GCSE and/or A level results. Because of this it is vital that students are encouraged to complete compulsory education, to the best of their ability.
Completing education should result in improved self-confidence and satisfaction. When completing any stage, or additional requirements, of education well will leave someone with a feeling or accomplishment. These feelings will help with maintaining good mental health (Public Health England, 2014)
If a country is predominately uneducated then their economic growth will be stunted. It is vital that this does not happen as eventually everyone living in that country will begin to suffer the consequences from the lack of growth. When a country invests heavily in ensuring that education is an important aspects of day to day life then that country and their society should flourish. Education is vital to economic growth Salgür (2013).
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