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Essay One – Maintaining Professional standards
This essay will look to critically examine the various policing policies and procedures that are designed to reduce misconduct and malpractice in the police, while increasing the public's confidence in the police.
The first procedure to be explored is the use of body worn video cameras by police officers. Body worn video (BWV) is a device usually attached to an officer’s vest that is used by officers to record video and audio during encounters with the public and whilst responding to incidents. The use of such technology has a vital role in building trust and confidence in the police between communities and offers a true and unbiased version of events. Which is why body worn video has a fundamental role in community scrutiny and allows police forces to be transparent and accountable for actions taken as explained by the acting Chief Constable Jim Colwell of Devon and Cornwall Police (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2023)
However, due to the level of intimacy that body worn video captures there is some serious privacy concerns which is one of the biggest drawbacks to the use of such technology. “Vulnerable populations like undocumented migrants, homeless individuals, and crime victims are at greater risk for privacy-specific harms,  and  stand  to  benefit  more from  greater  anonymity.  Additionally, recording certain situations can be invasive if released publicly, such as domestic violence” as stated in a journal released by Queens University (Mateescu, Rosenblat and Boyd, 2016).
The second procedure is one that is drilled into police constables from the first day of training, this being the National Decision-Making Model or the NDM as it is often referred as. The national decision-making model is a decision-making framework introduced in 2012 to help police officers apply and make decisions, regardless of the rank, situation or location that they are in and acted as a replacement/update for the Conflict management model that was being used at the time. A national decision-making model also allows decisions to be examined and challenged both at the time and afterwards and as explained by the college of policing “Decision makers will receive the support of their organisation in instances where it can be shown that their decisions were assessed and managed reasonably in the circumstances existing at the time. This support applies even where harm results from those decisions and actions” (College of Policing, 2014). The national decision-making model helps to increase the publics confidence in the police, this is done in multiple ways with the main one being that the model is easily accessible for the public to see online, allowing any member of the public to see how police officers make their decisions. The decision-making model is made up of six key parts with the code of ethics being at its core, this ensures that all decisions made are made with fairness and respect which “research has shown to be crucial to maintaining and enhancing public confidence in policing” (College of policing, 2014). By following a structed model to make decisions it promotes consistency in decision making from police constables whilst ensuring that they are accountable to certain standards and procedures whilst following the national decision-making model (Ramdat, 2024)

The national decision-making model does not come without drawbacks as explored in the Thesis written by Joshua Edwards, the constant assessing of a situation and evaluation of potential outcomes can, whilst not the decision makers intention, risk the safety of the public in critical incidents (Edwards, 2021). Whilst the national decision-making model is a powerful framework it allows police constables to use their discretion, allowing them to intentionally or unintentionally allow their own personal biases and preferences to have an impact on the decisions they make as summarised from The Open university (The Open University, 2018) 

The third policy to be explored is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) which regulate many police powers. 
















































Essay two – Public Protection
What characteristics (socio-economic, psychological etc.) can make a person vulnerable to exploitation to criminal gangs? 

Criminal gang exploitation is a global problem that affects communities across all demographic categories. Criminal gangs frequently prey on the vulnerable to take advantage of them and coerce them to engage in a range of crime. Gang exploitation of the vulnerable poses an increasing challenge to communities and this essay will explore the different socio-economic, psychological and environmental characteristics that makes individuals susceptible to exploitation by criminal gangs. 
Vulnerability to exploitation by criminal gangs is influenced by a combination of different characteristics and traits that the gangs pray on, these include socio-economic factors such as poverty, lack of education and unemployment which can all make a person susceptible to being exploited. Psychological factors also play a role in making a person vulnerable including things like individuals with low self-esteem and those who have been through traumatic incidents leaving them vulnerable. Environmental factors like disorganisation in communities, exposure to gang culture and even family influences have a responsibility in opening people up to be coerced and exploited by criminal gangs, this essay will be backed by academic research and will aim to explore the different characteristics.  
One of the most significant traits that contribute to an individual’s vulnerability to gangs is poverty, this is because in some cased a person in poverty whose basic needs of shelter, food or water are not being met may turn to criminal gangs as their only resort to fulfil these needs. In a study conducted by students at the University of Central Lancashire 38% of participants suggested that poverty increased the vulnerability of exploitation due to increased lure of money in exchange for criminal activity (Boulton, Phythian and Kirby, 2019). Education is another potent factor that can increase an individual’s risk to criminality.  Education provides individuals with qualifications that allows them to pursue careers in legitimate companies which decreased the risk of turning to crime to live a sustainable life. With poor education there is less opportunities for individuals to pursue and leading to unemployment which “increases the relative attractiveness of large and less violent gangs engaging more in property crime” as explained by Poutvaara and Priks (2007) in their study on unemployment and gang crime. This is evidenced in an article released by the Office for National Statistics (2022) where they state that young adults who received custodial sentences had lower levels of education, only 36.9% achieving basic English and maths levels. 






Essay three – Vulnerability & Risk
Is early intervention an effective means of preventing young people from offending? What increases or detracts from its effectiveness?

In the context of youth offending early intervention refers to the vast number of policies and programs aimed to prevent young people engaging in crime and entering the criminal justice system. Early interventions when effective, work to “prevent problems from occurring or to tackle them head-on when they do, before problems get worse” (What is early intervention? 2020) There are several key elements to effective early intervention from the identification of risk factors to multi agency support services, these will be explored during this essay. 
“Early intervention is a public policy approach to identify and support children and their families at an early stage, to prevent problems developing later in life, such as poor physical and mental health, low educational attainment, crime and anti-social behaviour” (Foster et al., 2024) The overall goal of early intervention strategies is to prevent young people from entering the criminal justice system and this is done by a number of different strategies. 
“An early onset of delinquency prior to age 13 years increases the risk of later serious, violent, and chronic offending by a factor of 2–3 “ (Loeber and Farrington, 2000) which is why it is important for early intervention to be effective and for this, risk factors need to be identified and tackled at the earliest possible time. 


















































































































Essay four – Valuing Difference & Inclusion
How effectively has policing adapted to accommodate diversity within the UK?
Consider the police force itself and/or the way police engage with diverse communities.
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
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