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Once a person has been arrested for an offence he or she will usually be taken to a police station. At the police station a custody officer will determine whether there is sufficient evidence to charge the suspect with the offence. 

Under PACE 1984, if the custody officer decides that there is insufficient evidence to charge, the person must be released unless the officer has reasonable grounds for believing that detention without charge is necessary to secure or preserve evidence or to obtain evidence by questioning. 

The maximum period of detention without charge is generally 24 hours from the relevant time. 
The definition of 'relevant time' is set out in PACE 1984. It generally means the time an arrested person arrives at the first police station he or she is taken to.

The period of detention without charge may be extended for up to a period of 36 hours from the relevant time. The extension can only be granted if the requirements of PACE 1984 are satisfied. 
Detention beyond 36 hours is only permitted under PACE 1984 where a magistrates' court issues a warrant of further detention. 

The procedure and statutory requirements are governed by PACE 1984. 
If the court grants the application, the warrant can be issued up to a maximum of 36 hours. However, this is subject to an overall maximum period of detention without charge of 96 hours from the relevant time.
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