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This essay will identify the current curriculums within the United Kingdom [UK] and explore the historical perspectives and developments in the education system. It will also examine relevant theorists, philosophers and legislation that influenced these changes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The term curriculum can be broadly defined as a collection of subjects that are taught in a school (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019), the UK Government (2019a) agree and add that it also outlines the criteria the children should reach at specific ages. The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (1998, cited in O’Hagan and Smith, 1999) suggests that a curriculum is something that outlines the activities, opportunities and experiences offered within an educational programme that help children to develop and learn. The House of Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee (2009) puts forth another take on the definition of a curriculum as: “the body of knowledge, skills and understanding that a society wishes to pass on to its children and young people”. Leavers (2004, cited in Miller and Pound, 2011) agrees and adds that it also outlines what society wants from education. Cortes (1979) argues that children do not just learn from schooling within the education system and suggests that a societal framework also has a great impact on the way that children learn. Galanis et al (2016) explain that a societal framework of learning is that which is learned from peers, family, media and other social experiences, 
Today’s education system has changed and evolved over the years due to developments in legislation and the influences of education philosophers and theorists. For example, during the 1870s the curriculum was largely made up of the three ‘Rs’ – reading, writing and ‘rithmetic, and religious education which is a far cry from todays varied curriculum choices (Cooper and Elton-Chalcraft, 2018). While it is not possible to examine every development, some of the key ones are discussed below. 
The implementation of the Elementary Education Act 1870 introduced elementary schools which were funded by taxation and established compulsory education for children up to the age of 12; prior to this Act, only private or charitable schools existed (UK Parliament, 2019). The Fisher Education Act of 1918 raised the school leaving age from 12 to 14 and ended fees for elementary education. 
The Hadow Report 1926 saw the end of elementary schools and introduced separate education for children under 11 (primary) and children older than 11 (secondary) (Times Educational Supplement, 2015). Influenced by John Dewy, the report also suggested that the curriculum should be developed with the child’s interest and knowledge in mind (Burston, 1961). 
Jones (2003) explains that the Butler Education Act 1944 abolished fees for maintained schools allowing children up to the age of 15 to attend primary and secondary education for free. In 1947 the school leaving age was raised, once again, to age 15.  
Bridget Plowden advocated the idea of nursery schools, although the idea of nursery schools had been suggested in the past, the Plowden (1967) report had the biggest influence up to this point. Plowden, whose views were influenced by John Bowlby, recommended part-time nursery rather than full-time nursery to help maintain the child’s main attachment with their primary care giver (Penn, 2014). Plowden also championed parental involvement and experimental learning through play, discovery and the environment. Gosden (1983) advises that in 1972 the school leaving age was raised one final time to age 16. 
Historically, teachers created the structure of work for their pupils until the Education Reform Bill 1988 was introduced, establishing a National Curriculum [NC]. Maclure (1988) explains the main aims of the NC were; to ensure coherent and equal teaching across the country; to provide learning opportunities and to prepare the children for adult life by promoting the general development and welfare of the pupils. Swift (2009) suggests that while the NC was successful in producing clear standards and ways of measuring progress and attainment there are also many limitations. Oates (2010) agrees and expands by suggesting that the rigid curriculum limits the freedom and creativity of the teachers and children. The introduction of the league tables, in which each school results are compared, places great pressure on the teachers and children to do well on tests and exams. The NC was topic-based comprising of three fundamental subjects; mathematics, science and English and seven supporting subjects including history and geography with modern foreign languages added in secondary school (Moon, 2001). Alongside the NC, schools were obliged to teach religious studies and personal, social and health education. Woolley (2019) explains that as part of the NC, the different age groups in primary and secondary school were divided in to Early Years [EY] and Key Stages. For each stage a syllabus was created covering the taught subjects which outlined targets to allow for fair assessment of pupils. To aid in the assessment of pupils, the Education Reform Act introduced compulsory standard attainment tests known as SATS which were held at ages seven, 11 and 14 (Collins, 2011). The Education Reform Act 1988 replaced Her Majesty’s Inspectors with a more thorough inspection system, the Office for Standards in Education.
As a consequence of the death of Victoria Climbié, the UK Government introduced the Every Child Matters policy in 2003. Powell (2003) explains that it placed responsibility on schools when developing their curriculum to ensure that all children are safe, healthy, achieving and enjoying. 

While the NC introduced a nationwide curriculum for key stages to follow, Early Years Settings [EYS] were still able to develop their own curriculum, this was until the Rumbold Report 1990 highlighted the need for a set curriculum in EYS (Rumbold, 1990). As a result of that report, the policy ‘Desirable Learning Outcomes for Children’s Learning Before Compulsory School Age’ [DLO] was introduced in 1996 (revised in 1998) (The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority for Wales, 2000). The DLO outlined goals and outcomes of children’s learning in EYS. Following the devolution of Wales in 1997 and the creation of the WG in the Government of Wales Act 1998, England and Wales began to take different approaches to education (National Assembly for Wales, 2019). In 2000, England implemented their own curriculum EY Foundation Stage [FS] while Wales continued using the DLO until their curriculum EY Foundation Phase [FP] was introduced to all schools in Wales in 2010 (Thomas and Lewis, 2016). 
England’s FS covers children aged three to five years old in nursery and reception classes (Department for Education, 2017) whereas Wales’s FP, influenced by Susan Issacs, comprises of children aged three to seven from nursery up to year two (WG, 2015a). Pound (2005) explains that Issacs believed that to ensure the correct development of a child, they should have play based education until the age of seven. In direct contrast to England and Wales, Scotland does not have any stages or phases and their curriculum, Curriculum for Excellence, runs continuously from age three to 19 (Scottish Government, 2019). 
While there were still some similarities between the curriculums in England and Wales the focus changed following the government reform in 2010 with the introduction of a coalition government of the Tories and Liberal Democrats (Wintour, 2010). This change brought about a new Secretary of State for Education [SSE], Conservative member of parliament, Michael Gove (UK Government, 2019b). During his time as SSE, Gove made many changes to the education system in England. Attention was placed on ensuring that children and young people gained the relevant skills to go to university and gain good employment so that they can be active members of society. In 2011 Gove introduced the policy of free schools (Adams, 2014). The National Education Union (2019) explains that free schools are state-funded schools that are only partly controlled by the local authority allowing the school freedom to create their own curriculum. They are also able to employ people with experience such as a business manager, without the requirement of a qualification in teaching. Gove believed that classrooms should be ordered and purposeful with a more traditional educational standpoint of teacher directed learning with emphasis on memorising information over understanding it (Richardson, 2010). This style of pedagogy seems heavily influenced by the work of Maria Montessori who believed that for learning to be effective, a clear and concise structure was required (Mukherji and Dryden, 2014). 
The 2015 FP Framework outlined the statutory areas of learning which, similar to England, highlight the importance of teaching literacy and numeracy (Welsh Government, 2015a). Unlike the FS Framework, Wales has a much broader curriculum emphasising the importance of personal and social development, wellbeing, cultural diversity, creative development and Welsh language development. While the FS appears to be very skills focused and attainment based the FP places more importance on learning through play and activities. Pound (2011) and Selmi, Gallagher and Mora-Flores (2015) explain that theorists such as Fredrich Froebel, Margret McMillan, Rudolph Steiner and Jean Piaget all support the importance that play has on the learning and development of children, especially in the EY.
Following Scotland’s education reform in 2010 and the introduction of the Curriculum of Excellence by Professor Graham Donaldson (Scottish Government, 2011) the WG, in 2014, commissioned Donaldson to review the Welsh Curriculum. The review highlights some views from stakeholders and found that teachers wanted more decision-making power and children thought that the curriculum was out of date. The stakeholders wanted more focus on basic, life and work skills and general health and wellbeing from fun and interesting lessons (Donaldson, 2015)
The report champions the idea of having four purposes of the curriculum which will help all children be; ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, healthy, confident individuals and ethical and informed citizens (WG, 2015b). The report advocates the importance of literacy, numeracy and digital competence and recommends that these be integrated throughout the whole curriculum. To ensure a broad curriculum, the report suggests that there should be six areas of learning and experience that contribute to the four purposes. The WG (2017a) advise that the six areas of learning and experience are; expressive arts; health and well-being; humanities; languages; literacy and communication; mathematics and numeracy, and science and technology. The development of wider skills such as planning and creativity are also encouraged throughout the curriculum. The report promotes the idea of continuous learning and suggests that the best way to accomplish this is to remove key stages, as Scotland have done, and instead, introduce progression steps at ages five, eight, 11, 14 and 16 (British Broadcasting Corporation, 2019). Progression steps should allow freedom for competent learners and offer support for pupils who need extra assistance. 
While learning Welsh in schools is not a new concept, the report recommends that there should be a greater focus on learning and using the Welsh language in school to enhance communication and understanding (WG, 2015b). 
Wightwick (2017) explains that the new curriculum places more authority and trust onto teachers by allowing them to choose the best approach and teaching method for subjects. It gives teachers the freedom to make learning fun and interesting while ensuring that the pupils needs are met, a view inspired by Jean Piaget. Daly, Byers and Taylor (2006) suggest that Piaget strongly believed that teaching should be tailored to the individual needs of the children which this new curriculum permits. It also allows for varied opportunities for learning, creative thinking, problem solving and encourages own learning.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC] is at the forefront of decisions surrounding education made by the Welsh Government (Lyle, 2014). In their Programme for Children and Young People, the WG (2014) outline one of their core aims: Education and Learning Opportunities. This aim outlines how the approach to learning is based on some key articles from the UNCRC including; article three – best interests of the child; article 28- right to education and article 29- goals of education. 
In 2016 the new curriculum was tested in pioneering schools and in April 2019 the curriculum is expected to be published for feedback before all schools in Wales gain access to it in 2020 (WG, 2017b) Donaldson recognises that assessment of children is vital in their development however it should be relevant to the progression steps and ought to focus on individual progression (WG, 2019). The report advises that the WG should create an overall assessment framework rather than using an external one which will allow for a fair overview. It has also recommended that the WG should cease comparing results school to school and should instead collect data samples from annual tests. The aim of this is to allow monitoring of progression without negative competition (Wightwick, 2017). The report did not make recommendations on a formal timetable structure, allowing schools the freedom and flexibility to organise their school day, week and year to fit the children’s needs. 
The education system within UK has evolved massively over the years following legislative developments and views expressed by philosophers and theorists. Within recent years England and Wales have varied in their focus of how education should be. England has followed a more rigid curriculum with the aim of the pupils passing their assessments while Wales have taken a different approach. Heavily influenced by the UNCRC, Wales has placed more importance on the general well-being of children and young people and has produced a broad and interesting curriculum that incorporates well-being and education in one.  
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