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Article 23 – Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives.( www.childcomwales)

· Early years practitioners have to monitor and assess the children regularly to ensure that a child is reaching its full potential and to help them identify if a child has a Special Educational Need(SEN)  and if they require extra support.
· As published on the government website, a child needs to be assessed, followed by a plan drawn up to help the child have the correct support. This plan is then to be carried out with interventions and programmes put in place to the specific need of the child. Once a desirable amount of time has passed the child’s case then needs to be reviewed and re- assessed.(www.gov.uk)
· Local authorities have a responsibility to children with SEN’s under the Children and Families Act 2014. The authorities must identify those children and without fail must then commission services jointly with other agencies.(councilfordisabledchildren.org)


The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a “universally agreed set of non – negotiable standards and obligations. The basic standards, which are called human rights, set minimum entitlements and freedoms that should be respected by governments” (www.unicef.org). The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles that help to protect the rights of children from birth to 18 years of age.

Article 19 – Governments should ensure that children are properly cared for, and protect them from violence, abuse and neglect by their parents or anyone else who looks after them (www.childcomwales)
· It must be remembered that an at risk child should be part of a collaborative working of multi agency practitioners who can help and support that child and it’s families. The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework was put into place to help with this in 2008 and was underpinned by the Every Child Matters agenda of 2003.(Beckley.P 2012)
· As part of the Children’s Act 2004 there is a specific guideline which instructs any agency that has become aware of a child’s maltreatment or the misconduct of a child’s legal guardian that they have the right to inform other agencies who help to protect a child of their findings.( Gov.uk )
· Safeguarding is far wider than child protection.  It encompasses the promoting of the child’s welfare, to protect them from abuse, harm and neglect, it is to prevent their health and development from being impaired and to ensure that they receive safe and effective care.  Child protection is a key part of safeguarding and to help promote the child’s welfare.  Safeguarding is undertaken to protect children and young people who are suffering or at risk of suffering significant harm as a result of abuse, harm or neglect. (Children in Wales, no date)
· The NSPCC reminds us that nothing should prevent us as adults from reporting our concerns regarding a child’s safety. As a practitioner it's vital that you report your concerns if you feel a child's in danger. By not reporting your concerns it could mean that the abuse will continue.


Article 23 – continued
· In place to help local authorities and and schools is the SEN Code of Practice. This code will help educational establishments to obtain the best opportunities for a child with an SEN. They can use the vast resources and expertise that will be on hand for them through the various multi agencies held within their own authority.(Gov.uk)


Article 39 – Children who have been neglected or abused should receive special help to restore their self respect.(www.childcomwales)

· Any type of neglect can cause either short term or long term changes to a child’s childhood, for example, difficulty with relationship’s later in life, including their own children. (NSPCC)
· Action for children help children who have been neglected. They believe that the neglect can be addressed by supporting the child’s parent/s to change their behaviour and potentially improve the life of the child. This is achieved by implementing a whole family approach that would include intensive support where needed, to provide additional support and resources where required. (www.actionforchildren)
· As an Early Years Practitioner a key role for them is early stage intervention of a child’s neglectful home life situation. This will benefit the child in the long term as they will then understand that neglect is not a normal behaviour. The practitioners can form a strong and trustworthy relationship with that child and eventually with the parent/s which in turn can lead to them providing direct practical and emotional support to that family but especially the child. (www.nspcc)
 

Article 12 – Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them and to have their own opinions taken into account.(www.childcomwales)

· Children have the right to be listened to and also to be respected. As an Early Years Practitioner this will enable them to build up the child’s trust and should lead to a positive relationship between the child and practitioner.
· Unicef states that if a decision is made regarding a child’s education then that child has the right to be heard before any final decision is made about their future education. (www.unicef)
· All children and young people have the right to be listened to as this forms a part of the Human Rights Act 1998. Under this Act children have the right to be heard when life changing decisions are made either by a court of law or in an educational environment. (www.rights4child)
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