[bookmark: _GoBack]Cameron Lewis
2004565
M4X01975 – History & Theory























Word Count – 1,018



Context
Swansea is a City in which buildings have been built for purpose, and are usually demolished when left without an accommodationg reason to be otherwise kept, regardless of the history. In this essay I have chosen to aim my essay at two buildings I have seen first hand and can be seen to differ. 
The Brangwyn Hall, otherwise known as the Guildhall, or Civic Centre, is found on Guildhall Rd, Swansea and was built by Sir Percy Thomas between 1930 – 34 in a Neo-Classical style. The building helped with the issue of unemployment, as it was erected in a time of extreme recession and when unemployment was at record levels. The construction of the building helped to alleviate both problems.
St. George’s Church, found in Reynoldston, Swansea has been a present church since 1867 by John Pritchard and Seddon, Whitehall. The church shows a style of Gothic revival, From the rebuild of this Church in 1867, as a Church has stood on this site since the 13th Century. Inside of the church lies a 9th Century Celtic cross. The cross was found by a farmer on his land and used the cross as a pendant for the burying of his horse. The church also homes Saint George Churchyard, where the headstone of Lieutenant, Colonel Richard Erle Benson, who died during the first World War.

Site & Plan 
[image: ]Figure 1 – St. George’s Church. Floor Plan 
[image: ]Figure 2 – Brangwyn Hall. Floor Plan

The Brangwyn Hall is set just off a main road with green surrounding the side facing elevations, with a street of terrace houses behind the building. Like St. George’s Church, both plans are set out in an organised and senseful manor, and have their min entrances near the centre of the longer elevations. The plan has a main body in which the public will use, which would be the hall and stage within the Brangwyn Hall, and the Nave and pulpit in St. George's Church. The Brangwyn Hall has more of an urban style in comparison to the church, purely based on the location and how it is a standout piece in its environment. With white finished, high rising walls and a clock tower that can be seen from far.
St. George’s Church has a more natural site with low stone walls pathing the side of the single minor road that travels past the church. Outside of the church is also the Churchyard, along with lots of green land, and houses with a Victorian style, that are surrounding the church in a circular fashion, showing that the Church was at a time the vocal point and main part of the village. There is more of a communal element here than there is around the Brangwyn Hall, as it fits into the environment more quietly.

Materials & Design
The Brangwyn Hall follows a neo classical style with elements of modern style such as the plain white exterior, which is cladded with Portland Stone, along with engravings of patterns and shaping, such as that underneath the three arches at the main entry points. The exterior of this building is more plain and smooth, compared to the textured, stone walls of St. George’s Church, which were locally sourced at the time of the rebuild.
The Church has Gothic, pointed arches for the window and door shaping, along with the raised tower, showing the time and style of its build, whereas the Brangwyn Hall has its classical styled arches with elements of Baroque, as underneath the arches lay patterns engraved into the stone. Another of its Gothic features is the large, stained glass windows found either end of the church. This contrasts to the smaller windows found on the exterior faces of the Brangwyn Hall, which has its windows positioned higher up the elevations, so light can enter even though the main hall is surrounded by other sub-parts of the building.

Light & Uses
As both buildings have a main hall or room of congregation, light is an important factor for both. In the Brangwyn Hall, the main hall is used for events such as awards, balls and royal afternoon teas, so having light enter this area is a key factor for vision, and to bring attention to the beautiful paintings and imagery inside the building. Windows are positioned higher than the standard building, due to the hall not being the very exterior walls to the whole building. This meant that light would only be available higher up, but allows the natural light to shine down and cover a large majority of the hall. This differs from St. Geoges Church as the walls surrounding the main hall are the exterior walls. The church has two large stained glass windows either end of the building, to allow maximum light and to also showcase the windows. Natural light in this building is important as the building is over 150 years old and electrical lighting would have recently been introduced, using battery power. 
In the present day, both buildings have electrically powered lighting within the building as well as the influence of natural light, as this is an obvious necessity as it becomes dark, purely for vision.

Conclusion
In conclusion to my work, I would say this task has helped my to take a building for more than a material and style, and to look further into more depthing aspects of the buildings, such as the age, key components, and structural breakdown of each building. Having this process of thought allowed me to target the main points of the buildings such as the pointed arch windows of St. George’s Church, a standout and key piece to gothic architecture, along with the large stained window panes, along with the classical arches of the Brangwyn Hall main entrances, with its engraved patterns and light finish.
Through the issues of COVID, quarantine and various lockdown rules, it was almost impossible to view these buildings up close and most definitely not interiorly. If I was to do this task again I would like to gain further access to the buildings along with interveiwing a tour guide or worker who has a further depth of knowledge of each building, furthering my own knowledge and picking up on things that may have been missed.
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