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Script

Hello everyone, | am Samantha and today | will be discussing our setting provision and
the Curriculum in preparation for our upcoming CIW inspection. | will be focusing on
how effectively our provision aligns with the Curriculum for Wales and evaluating the
service we provide. The aim for today's meeting is not only to discuss what we do well
but also where improvements are needed. | will link this to the four key areas of the Self-
Assessment of Service Statement and the Quality of Care Review required by CIW.

As a setting we are required to follow the Curriculum for Wales which is a framework
under the Welsh Government 2021 Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021. Itis
underpinned by 4 key purposes, these are ambitious capable learners, enterprising
creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals. You
should all be aware of these purposes as they are included in the children's
observations and are on all staff’s clipboard. Within our setting these principles are
reflected through a child-centred approach and a focus on holistic development.
Children are provided with opportunities to explore, make their own choices and
engage in open-ended play. This links to the first area of the Quality of Care Review-
Well-being. The children in our setting are settled, have formed secure attachment's to
not only their key workers but the other staff too, and are all supported to make choices
within their play. These are key indicators of positive well-being.

Our setting demonstrates many strengths in care and development; we support the
children’s learning through play-based experiences. Using SSTEW we extend the
children’s learning by asking open ended questions, encouraging them to explain their
ideas and building their confidence through their interactions. Importantly us using the
SSTEW framework allows us as practitioners to reflect on and improve our practice. |
am happy to say | see this with each staff member in everyday practice.

The learning environment is a key area of the Quality of Care Review, | want to ensure
our provision supports the children’s development and interests while also promoting
progression. As discussed, our setting strongly promotes child-led learning allowing the
children to explore freely and follow their likes and interests. Our environment offers a
range of opportunities for indoor and outdoor learning this supports the children’s
independence and exploration however when reflecting on day-to-day practice and
provision | have highlighted that not all areas of the setting are always purposefully
planned and adapted based on the children's likes and interests. Following on from this
I would like each of us to ensure daily that all areas are carefully thought out and
planned to use the children’s voices and opinions while ensuring their development is
included. A key area for this improvement is ensuring observations and daily planning
circles are used effectively to help with future planning. The curriculum for funded non-
maintained nursery settings highlights the importance of enabling environments,
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responsive planning and child led learning experiences. In my opinion, our provision
reflects key early years theories including Vygotsky, L.S (1978) who discusses the
importance of social interaction and scaffolding children’s learning, his theory suggests
that adult support is essential for development and learning. This reinforces the
importance for all of us to ensure our interactions are consistent and meaningful.
Piaget,J. (1952) proposed that children actively construct knowledge through their
interactions with the environment rather than just receiving information, stating that
children learn best through hands on experiences. This supports that children need
rich, exploratory environments to develop understanding and further their learning so
ensuring our provision daily is catered to their interests as well as their development is
essential. Leadership and management play a crucial role in ensuring quality care,
provision and continuous development. There is also a link between leadership and the
successful implementation of the Curriculum for Wales along with SSTEW. Sustained
Shared Thinking and Well Being. Practitioners require a strong understanding of the
curriculum and SSTEW to ensure their jobs are done at the highest quality.

The Curriculum for Wales emphasises Cynefin, supporting the children’s sense of
belonging, ensuring they feel safe and the environment is welcoming and homely. Estyn
states settings should promote the Welsh culture and language, support children’s
emotional well-being and build strong relationships with families and carers. As a
critical analysis of our setting while our setting does promote inclusion, strong
relationships and the sense of belonging | do believe there are some aspects we could
improve, those being more culture in provision, and more use of the Welsh language
throughout the day and during activities. This has been highlighted to us through parent
feedback where parents have pointed out during together time sessions that they do
not consistently hear Welsh language being used throughout the whole session and by
all staff. This feedback is useful and allows for us all to develop and improve our
practice. The Quality of Care Review gathers feedback from parents and staff however
this feedback is not always used to implement changes in practice therefor | want to be
mindful of this and ensure we use our feedback to improve our services for the children
and their families/carers. Regarding the culturalitems in each area of the setting I'd like
to ask if each one of us could chose an area of the setting today and over the next day or
two look through that area and make some notes of the culturalitems in the area and
add some new ideas of things that can be added so we can improve each area of the
setting.

To conclude, our provision aligns with the principles of the Curriculum for Wales
particularly in promoting child-led learning, however critical areas where we can
improve include ensuring planning is effective and used for daily set up, and enhancing
our use of the Welsh language. By improving these areas, the setting will be better able
to meet inspection expectations but ultimately it will ensure that the children in our
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care not only receive high quality care but also experience meaningful learning
opportunities.
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