Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?


[bookmark: _GoBack]If we are going to even attempt to answer the question “Does, the existence of Evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist,” then we first need to ascertain “what/who is Evil” and “what/ who is God”? Understanding the word Evil is difficult and will mean something different to each of us. The word itself is particularly ambiguous and can present itself in various forms. Natural Evil (naturally occurring e.g., earthquakes and floods), Physical Evil (bodily pain and mental anguish) and Metaphysical Evil(imperfections), I however would not classify any of these as Evil, more of bad, sad, or unfortunate. The only type of Evil, that I would be content with using the word Evil for, would be Moral Evil (wilfully perpetrated by people). Horrific events happen but when a person wilfully carries these out, then there is, in these instances only one word, Evil. The act of one stubbing one's toe is painful, but that is it, simply painful. However, the horrific murder of 37 innocent people (many children) in Thailand on 5th October 2022(Aljazeera 7th October 2022 online) surely can only be classed as true evil. We also need to define what we understand by the meaning of God, if it is the white bearded man[sic] in the sky, then I question why such a divine being would be human, surely this is rather audacious of us to believe that we in turn are so superior that we resemble a God. Irenaeus said, “Humans are made first in the image (the potential to achieve moral perfection) and then in the likeness of God (achieving moral perfection)” (Irenaeus 130-202). This can be questioned, as we must have achieved moral perfection, as we are already in his image, yet some are still capable of carrying out numerous atrocities, which can only be classed as true or pure evil. Over the centuries there have been varies Philosophers, Scientists, Mathematicians, and the likes, who have put forward arguments both in favour and against the existence of God.
[bookmark: _Int_NmeDZDTe][bookmark: _Int_AC87BxjZ][bookmark: _Int_wOEkIsd5][bookmark: _Int_m4vEbBof] Mackie believes that believing in God is irrational and states “God is omnipotent; God is wholly good; and yet evil exist. There seems to be some contradiction between these three propositions. So that if any two of them were true the third would be false” (Mackie 1958). If God is omnipotent, then they can do anything, yet God choices not to stop Evil and if something is wholly good, then surely it always eliminates as much evil as it can. Another example to dismiss the claim that God exists is the Modus tollens method (method of denying). Theis states “If P Then Q, not Q, Therefore, not P,” (Wolfram2022) so in the case of our question, if God exists there would be no evil, There is Evil, Therefore, God does not exist. These examples seem to confirm that God does not exist, and this can also be confirmed by the “Evidential Argument” (Rowe 1978), which suggest that it is highly unlikely that the world was created and is governed by an omnipotent, omniscient, and a wholly good being. 
However, God could exist if we look at Plantinga’s God, Freedom and Evil, his updated version of the Free Will Defence (Plantinga 1980, p123-132). In this account he contends that “it is not within God’s power (as an omnipotent being) to create a world containing moral good without creating one containing moral evil.” (Plantinga 1980, p123-132). Therefore, we need evil to have good, dark to have light, happy to have sad and so on. Another theory to support the existence of God is Paley's Teleological Argument. His theory is,” Human artifacts are products of intelligent design, the universe resembles human artefacts, therefore the universe is a product of the intelligent design, but the universe is complex and gigantic, in comparison to human artifacts. This then leads to the conclusion that there is a powerful and vastly intelligent designer who created the universe. He says that this confirms his argument that God exists and is the designer.” (qcc.cuny.edu). David Hume criticised this idea of God as a designer. he said that the world was, “only the first rude essay of some infant deity, who afterwards abandoned it, ashamed of his performance.”
So can God be real if we must keep making excuses for him, why believe in him at all. We really need to ask ourselves the classic question of “what the point is the point of believing in a tyrant.”   
[bookmark: _Int_DFltKdce]There may be something greater than us, but we choose to create God. In the connections we make, in appreciation and respect for the natural world and if something as incomprehensible as a soul could exist, then surely it is just a life form that returns to earth. The problems on this earth are caused by the earth, and the Abrahamic version of the white bearded male[sic] God has just been used to assert power over people. Religion and its hierarchy contain power. Religion installs fear in people, this was illustrated in the 1927 lecture by Bertrand Russell, in which he said, “Religion is based primarily and mainly upon fear. It is partly the terror of the unknown and partly the wish to feel that you have a kind of elder brother who will stand by you in all your troubles and disputes. Fear is the basis of the whole thing- fear of the mysterious, fear of defeat, fear of death.” (Russell 1927) Fear and power together are of course a highly effective form of control. 
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