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AIM(S)
· To examine Jewish and early Christian presentations of and approaches to women and to study those presentations from a historical, social, religious and literary perspective.
· To investigate the shifts in attitude towards the status and significance of women in ancient Judaism and early Christianity.
· To assess the significance of the ways in which feminist criticism is applied in contemporary biblical studies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· demonstrate a good understanding of the nature and significance of the various Jewish and early Christian attitudes towards women in religious texts and other artefacts (literary and archaeological);
· display a good awareness of the similarities and differences between Jewish, early Christian and Graeco-Roman attitudes towards women;
· assess and evaluate the traditional and contemporary methods of interpreting biblical and Jewish texts;
· engage analytically with the ways in which feminist critical theories are being applied in biblical interpretation.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The following are among the topics and themes examined in this module:
· the main features of feminist approaches to biblical interpretation;
· the portrayal of Eve in the creation narratives (Genesis 1-3) and later Jewish and Christian interpretations of the relevant biblical texts;
· a socio-historical investigation of the lives of women – from the cradle to the grave – in ancient Judaism;
· a literary analysis of feminine images, including the presentation of women as key figures in the history of Israel and as victims of terror;
· Jesus’ attitudes towards women in relation to first-century Jewish approaches to women;
· the portrayals of women in the Gospels of Luke and John;
· Paul’s attitude(s) towards women in the context of Greek and Roman culture and society;
· images of the feminine in the Book of Revelation.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices of the topics covered in the module. Seminars discussions will be used o support the application, discussion and critical evaluation of the material studies. Case studies may also be used to develop understanding and application of the material.   Guided independent study will allow students to further their independent learning skills and appropriate support will be provided by the module tutor, eg in preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision and in the completion of assessment tasks.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	15%

	Independent learning
	170
	85%

	Placement learning
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 
 2,500 word essay – 50%

Critically assess the status and role of early Christian women in the light of their presentation in the Gospel of Mark.

Assessment Component 2 

Seminar presentation (10 minutes)		25%

Assessment Component 3 

Encyclopaedia article (1500 words) 		25%

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	-

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	-

	TOTAL
	100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The module contributes to the sustainability agenda in its broadest sense by encouraging students to think about the skills they require to solve their academic problems. These are transferable skills and assist in nurturing critical and creative thinking. As such the module is focused on meeting the immediate needs of the students while also equipping them to think critically and solve problems in an unknown future.



