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The United Kingdom is known for having the oldest democratic system in the world. It is constitutional monarchy, which means while the monarch king Charles is the head of the state, the real political power relies with the elected representative in parliament, the United Kingdom political system has evolved over centuries and continues to shape the UK today (BBC Bitesize, 2025). 
The two important areas that play a huge role in the political system are the two houses of parliament and the mass media, and political communication. Parliament is where the laws are made, and government is held to account (UK Parliament, n.d.), while the media connects the public to politics by informing people online and influencing how politics are shared online (Farrell & James, 2024). These two areas are essential to how democracy works in the UK, while facing challenges.
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The house of commons is the elected chamber which plays a huge role in the country's democratic system. It represents the people through members of parliament, which are each chosen by voters in the UK for 650 constitutions. The political party that wins the most seats in a general election is invited to form the government, and its leader becomes the prime minister. The house of commons is responsible for making and passing laws, debating worldwide issues and scrutinizing the work the government has done to help it acts in the public's best interest. The house of commons ensures representation and accountability in the United Kingdom political process (UK Parliament, 2022).

2.1
[bookmark: _Int_EmEOsJ5k][bookmark: _Int_9MbyD1Nc]The house of commons is hugely recognized for its democratic and accountability. As it's an elected chamber, it allows them to represent the public directly and allows them to hold the members of parliament accountable through every election, every 5 years. The prime minister's questions and selected committees make the different ministers answer questions and show their work to the members of the public (UK Parliament, 2024). The house of common also provides local representation with members of parliament to act as advocates for their voter (The Constitution Society, 2024). Additionally, the first past the post system will normally lead to single party governments which are strong and stable, so they are able to make decisions and pass laws quicker and easier (BBC Bitesize, 2024). The decision to work quickly, along with public scrutiny through media debates and written records of debates, makes parliament proceedings clearer and easier for the public to follow. More importantly the commons hold the power to remove the government through a vote, which is highlighting the key role of the democratic and accountability in the UK.
However, even with these strengths, the house of commons still faces criticism as the first past the post system, as this system will often help the bigger parties and will normally leave the independent candidates and smaller parties with less representation (Electoral Reform Society, 2015). The house of commons has a confrontational atmosphere sometimes as the way the chamber is set out and the way the debates are carried out, it encourages the members of parliament to argue and shout across the room instead of working with each other for the better outcome (Crosby, 2016). This can lead to the public losing trust with the commons and making them feel disappointed. Scandals and misconduct have harmed the reputation of the house of commons. These issues include the members of parliament involved in misusing expensive, harassment cases, and more incidents have had huge concerns about how the politicians are behaving and if they are being accounted for (Mason, 2022). Staff have also said there is still “predatory culture” still existing in the house of commons, with inappropriate flirting and sexual misconduct still going on there (“Westminster: House of Commons Culture Still ‘Predatory’, Say Staff,” 2023).
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The house of lords is an unselected second chamber; the members are known as peers. This includes life peers appointed by the prime minister, bishops from the church of England and hereditary peers who will inherit their titles. The lord's main role is to analyze legislation, which is passed by the commons, who can suggest changes and use the experience to improve the laws (UK Parliament, 2019). 

The house of lords has many important strengths but also many weaknesses that change going on debates that are happening right now in the political system. One of the positives is that the house of lords contains members with high level experience and knowledge of areas such as law, education, business, health care, science and public service. This allows the house of lords to bring good information to debates and new laws in very good detail (Merritt, 2024). As the house of lord is a revising chamber, it plays a massive role with the house of commons to pass laws and review legislation by taking a closer look at proposed bills; the members are there to analyze and make changes to improve the laws before they are approved, the house of lords also carry out scrutiny work by questioning ministers, hold inquires and debate national issues to help hold the government to account  (Marku & Jakupi, 2023). Debates in the house of lord are calmer, less dominated and more respectful by different parties, which leads to more balanced decision making and the public are able to attend (UK Parliament, 2025). Members can also consider the long-term issues of climate change, human rights, and public health because these issues are not influenced by elections (“House of Lords Briefing on the Essential Links between Health, Climate Change and Nature - UK Health Alliance on Climate Change,” 2024). The house of lords can also have a check on government power by challenging and delaying laws up to a year which can threaten civil liberties and fairness (Taylor, 2019).
However, there are many weaknesses that can out way these, the house of lords faces criticism, a major criticism is that the members are not chosen by the public, which can raise concern about how accountable the house of lord really is and if its right for the appointed members to decide the laws that will affect the country. Some people believe that when having life peers, it will reduce accountability as the members don't have to answer the public or stand at elections (Marlow, 2025). The house of lords is very large, with the most members in parliaments in the world with 800 members. Most people think it makes the house of lords less efficient and will cost taxpayers more than necessary as in 2020 each peer costs the uk taxpayers around £30,00 annually (McLoughlin, 2020). Another criticism is that some people may argue that the house of lords come from wealthy and privileged backgrounds, which the members have attended elite schools or held high positions in businesses and politics (Razzell, 2024), because of this the house of lords is not seen representing diversity of British sociecty such as working people and younger generations. As people believe this is a lack of representative as in debates and discussions, the house of lord will be out of touch with everyday concerns (The, 2024).
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The media in politics refers to newspaper, radio, tv and social media, as these media play a huge role in UK politics influencing how people learn about the elections, government decision making and debates. Tv shows and newspapers influences the public opinion, while social media influences how the politicians connect with their voters directly. Social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook and tik Tok have transformed political communication, although outlets like BBC, daily mail and the sun remain important for the coverage on it but overall, the media affects how people see political issues and the leaders (BBC Bitesize, 2025b).

[bookmark: _Int_nyCHcg1M]The mass media and political communication play a crucial role in supporting the democracy and public awareness. One of the positive aspects is that the media provides individuals with the access to the important parts of the political information, through TVs, newspaper, radio and online platforms, so the people can stay informed about government policies, political debates and worldwide events (Farrell & James, 2024). By having the mass media, it can also help the public by forming their own opinion and making decisions of their own when voting. The media also acts as a lookout by holding the politicians and public authorities accountable for exposing corruptions and investigates the wrongdoing by doing this it strengthens the accountability and protect the democratic values (Sorice & Astolfi, 2023). Another advantage is that the media gives politicians a way to communicate with the public, allowing them to explain their ideas and respond to issues quickly (Farrell & James, 2024). The rise of social media and digital media has also allowed for more interaction between the leaders and the public, which makes politics more open and accessible. Social media platforms also allow for people to share their own opinions and join the political discussions, when social media is being used the right way and responsibly, it helps the mass media to promote the political education and the freedom of speech (“Democracy, Social Media, and Freedom of Expression: Hate, Lies, and the Search for the Possible Truth | Chicago Journal of International Law,” 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_YIbJcCNN]Despite these benefits, mass media and political communication also come up with many weaknesses that can harm democracy and the trust of the public. One major negative is media bias, where different organizations show their preferences on political parties or their opinions, which can shape the way how stories are being reported and can influence the public opinion (Lee, 2025). This can lead to misinformation and create a divide in society where the public follows the news and shares the same beliefs as them. Another negative impact is sensationalism where different media outlets will focus on the dramatic and emotional stories to attract more viewers, which can lead to the public being distracted from the policy discussions (“The Media That Distracts: How Sensationalism Breeds Political Apathy in Ghana,” 2025). Political campaigns also use a targeting approach on advertising and data collection to manipulate the public votes, which raises concerns on how fairness and privacy on the votes for the political gain (Challenging Data Exploitation in Political Campaigning PI Recommendations, 2020). Additionally, the pressure for politicians to maintain a positive public image in the media can lead them to worry


In conclusion, the UK political system is very strong but still faces challenges. The two houses of parliament help to make and reviews laws, which gives a balance between the choices the public make and independent judgement. However, the house of lords still remains unelected, which can raise questions on accountability and fairness (UK Parliament, n.d.). The mass media plays an important role in keeping the public informed and holding leaders accountable, but miscommunication and biased information can lead to people losing trust in the political system (BBC Bitesize, 2025b). Overall, both parliaments and the media are very important to the UK democracy and sill reforms are needed to make the system fair and more reliable for the future.
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