Event Risk Assessment

[bookmark: _GoBack]Title: Risk Assessment of the Clinical Decisions Unit in Glangwili General Hospital
Date: 14/11/2019

	Event Description
	Risk Assessment

	Department:
	Clinical Decisions Unit (CDU)

	Event Location:
	Glangwili General Hospital, Carmarthen

	Event Organiser (Module Lead) Name
	Dr. Jayne Griffith-Parry

	Student Event Manager 
	N/A

	Student Treasurer
	N/A

	Numbers of students attending
	1

	Students with additional needs (please describe)
	N/A

	Numbers of staff attending
	40

	Number of first aiders attending
	30

	Start Date:
	14/11/19

	Return Date:
	21/11/19

	Event Details:
	Workplace practice. 







Examination and Description of Health and Safety Legislation Included (750 words minimum)
	There are several legislations and regulations that need to be strictly adhered to when working in health care, this is to provide the safe working of staff and to protect the welfare of service users and the public (The Health and Safety Act, 1974). Following the appropriate standards is important in health care because the standards promote good practise in the workplace (Davis, 2014). Organisations and the staff within have a legal duty and duty of care to ensure that all health and safety acts are utilised in each working day to provide protection to their patients (The NHS Staff Council, 2013). According to the Social Care Institute for Excellence (2013) failure to adhere to the various health and safety procedures can result in a fine or prison sentence depending on the severity of the case of concern. Within the risk assessment conducted there were a few standards of particular acts what were not being met, they are as follows: 
1) Fire exits within the unit were obstructed by numerous objects, such as wheelchairs and other nursing equipment. In relation to the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 it states, “where necessary in order to safeguard the safety of relevant persons, the responsible person must ensure that routes to emergency exits from premises and the exits themselves are kept clear at all times”. Nursing staff must also make certain that all emergency exits are kept as direct as possible to lead to a place of safety for relevant persons and that it is possible to evacuate the building as quickly and safely as possible (The Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order, 2005).
2) The patients beds on Clinical Decisions Unit (CDU) have cables that are connected to an electric point to activate the electronic panel on them, these cables were carelessly draped across the floor in the patients proximity. This could be a potential risk of a trip or fall which could cause harm to the patient or others that enter the room. The Health and Safety Executive (2019) highlight that a walkway must be kept clear for safety reasons, including no trailing wires or obstructions present. This action comes under The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulation (1999), this act identifies that staff must manage the workplace and plan so that no harm is caused to staff or other people relevant.
3) The are several televisions located in patients rooms and areas, they were fixed at a high level however the televisions were at a height where a person could either walk into them or cause head injury. Therefore, protective edging is needed to cover the sharp corners on the televisions. The Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations (2015) states that staff should “set out the role and responsibility of management, and its commitment towards continuously improving the control of major accident hazards”. 
4) While conducting the risk assessment numerous wet floor warning signs were found on the ward when the floor was dry, possibly causing the risk of a trip or fall. When wet floor signs are left out when the floor is already dry, they begin to lose the effectiveness as people often ignore them as a warning (The Health and Safety Executive, 2019). This issue also comes under the Management of Heath and Safety at Work Act, (1999) and the Health and Safety Act (1974), it is staff responsibility to ensure that the environment surrounded by relevant persons be kept clear and prevent the risk of trips and falls by storing the floor signs away in the store cupboard after the floor is visibly dry. 
5) Numerous cleaning materials were found in patient bathrooms while assessing the area, proving as a potential risk to the persons using the facilities. The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (2002) states that staff should plan for the safe storage, handling and movement of hazardous substances in the workplace that could cause harm to appropriate persons. The Health and Safety Executive (2019) identify that it is preventable to reduce exposure to hazardous substances by providing information and training for all employees and any other relevant people that feel it is necessary. 
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	Ref
	Hazard / Task / Activity
 Area of Concern
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Describe Any Further Controls Actions Needed
	Actions By Whom
	Action By When

	
1
	
Fire Doors
	Patients/Staff/Public
	Fire doors in place, tested once every week.
	Removal of objects obstructing the doors used as fire exits to ensure safe evacuation.
	
General ward staff
	
21/11/19

	
2
	
Bed cables 
	Patients/Staff/Public
	PAT tested within required timeframes, covered in bright coloured tape to make visible.
	Ensuring cables are fixed to underneath of beds to prevent risk of falls.
	
Maintenance team
	
21/11/19

	
3
	
Patients Televisions
	Patients/Staff/Public
	Placed high in patients rooms, PAT tested within required timeframes.
	Protective edging needed to prevent injury.
	
Maintenance team
	
21/11/19

	
4
	
Wet floor signs
	Patients/Staff/Public

	Wet floor signs used to warn public when floor is wet from cleaning or from spillages.
	Ensure wet floor signs are removed when floor is dry to prevent risk of falls.
	Domestic staff or staff in general.
	
ASAP

	
5
	
Cleaning Materials
	Patients/Staff/Public
	Ensure that dangerous substances are stored away safely after use.
	Lock to be placed on cupboard where cleaning substances are kept. 
	
Maintenance team
	
ASAP
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Review of Risk Assessment Process (250 words)
	Review Date:
	18/11/19

	A risk assessment was carried out on the date of 14th November 2019 on the CDU in Glangwili General Hospital. The ward was at a busy level including full patient numbers, full staff in attendance including doctors, nurses and so on and visitors utilising the open visiting hours. The risk assessment took place with the ward sister on hand to give information on specific details needed to complete the assessment. During the assessment various objects including cables, electronic items, fire exits in place and more were reviewed and alongside the procedures currently in place for all objects. The assessment found a number of potential risks that could cause harm to the public, including bed cables spread across the floor, items obstructing the fire doors, no protective cushioned edges on televisions, wet floor signs remaining on the floor when the floor is no longer wet and cleaning materials found on the ward in reach of patients, visitors and staff. Following the assessment, the ward sister was advised to ensure all risks were rectified as soon as possible to prevent harm to the patients and other members of the public. Another visit is due to take place in 7 days to verify that risks have been corrected.










FULL RISK ASSESSMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED FOR ALL VISITS
NOTES:	
(i) In the event of any student or member of staff listed below failing to attend for whatever reasons his/her name must be given to the Faculty Secretary.
(ii) For purposes of Health Insurance the Tutor-in-Charge of the visit must make known to all members participating in the visit, the provisions contained in the relevant Insurance Notes. 

(iii) The Event Manager must deliver to Module Lead of the proposed Educational Visit ALL names and mobile numbers of all Students who have agreed to participate in the Activity.
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