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	Title of Dissertation:   Expanding on ‘The Sky in Our Lives Survey’ 


	Aims and Objectives:   The aim of this dissertation is to explore the question that light pollution is contributing to a decline in knowledge or a change of public perceptions about the night sky. With these questions in mind this dissertation intends to expand on, challenge, or support to Jarita Holbrook’s findings, which showed that people spend their evenings indoors yet still score high on William Kelly’s Noctcaelador Index. An index that measures peoples love of the sky.


	Abstract 
In the twenty-first century  many people spend most of their lives indoors with artificial light sources. It is uncertain if this life style has any effect on people’s knowledge or interest in the night sky. Jarita Holbrook’s paper ‘Sky Knowledge, Celestial Names, and Light Pollution’ aims to examine this idea.
 In particular, Holbrook’s paper explored the possibility that light pollution is contributing to a decline in knowledge about the night sky. As well as, the possibility that individuals know less about the night sky because they spend the majority of their time indoors at night.
 Holbrook found that people spend most evenings indoors but still show psychological attachment to the night sky.
It is the aim of this dissertation to conduct a similar questionnaire to Holbrook’s ‘The Sky in Our Lives Survey’ in order to add to, challenge or support Holbrook’s findings.
  In addition to the questionnaire however this project will also use the tool of interviews to with the aim of collecting richer information on people’s feelings and perspectives of the night sky. Additionally William Kelly’s ‘The Noctcaelador Index’ will be incorporated into the field work to add another frame of reference to  people’s actual attachment to night sky. 


	To which module/s of the MA does your topic related?

Researching Contemporary Cosmologies, Sky and Psyche, Heavenly Discourse, Sacred Geography, Archaeoastronomy.


	What papers have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 
Researching Contemporary Cosmologies “Do Christians Feel A Sense Of Awe When Looking At The Sky?”
Researching Contemporary Cosmologies “Comparing Two Articles”

Sky and Psyche “Jung’s Influences On Modern Western Astrology”
Archaeoastronomy “Critical Review”

Archaeoastronomy “Medicine Wheels Versus Stonehenge”



	Methodology.   
I will be using a mixed method of interviews and questionnaires. The target group will seek to embrace people of a variety of lifestyles and beliefs similar to that of Holbrook’s that is adults from mixed background. Hennink Monique argues that interviews could illuminate information a questionnaire could not.
 Thus I will be engaging participants in a semi-structured interview as this allows for some freedom for the participant to elaborate on their answers, but also keeps the interview on important topics crucial to the study.
 However, as Alan Bryman states,   ‘when quantitative and qualitative research are jointly pursued, much more complete accounts of social reality can ensue’.
 Therefore, I aim to use a mix of questionnaires and interviews. While I construct the questionnaire, I will be aware of what Judith Bell stresses is that my questions might mean different things to each respondent.
 The questionnaire will be heavily influenced by Holbrook’s ‘The Sky in Our Lives Survey’.
 Furthermore, William Kelly’s ‘The Noctcaelador Index’ will be used to “measure an individual’s psychological attachment to the night sky”.
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	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)
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	Time Schedule:

Proposal completed mid Feb

Ethic form completed and submitted late Feb

First chapter of academic rational and literature review written by the end of March. 

Field work April and May

Writing up June and July. 


	Proposed Supervisor:

Dr Bernadette Brady 



Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES/NO

(This will only be relevant if you are undertaking qualitative research)

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES/NO

The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  
Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Coordinator
Date:……………………………………………………
Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. When completed then send Dr Bernadette Brady  email: b.brady@tsd.ac.uk
Guide to Filling out your proposal

Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback. It may also be circulated for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 
Upon acceptance by your supervisor then please send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr Bernadette Brady, email:  b.brady@tsd.ac.uk  Once received it will be checked by Dr Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you, and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 
This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You may insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track, but also assist your preparations.
Aim of the Research Project: 

What would you like to research? Outline the purpose of your research project and consider its possible contribution to the academic understanding of your subject matter. What questions would you most like your research to answer? As a guide allow 50 – 150 words for this section.
Abstract

All academic dissertations include an abstract. In practice this is difficult to complete until the dissertation is complete. 

However, in this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You can include relevant references.  Allow no more than 200 words for this section. 
Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If you are doing qualitative research please include some references on methodology, as you would have encountered in the Research methods module, for example on interview technique or questionnaire design.
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary sources 

This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If your research is into Sacred Geography or Archaeoastronomy, or if you are undertaking qualitative research, the primary text sources may be limited or non-existent.  Your primary source may be landscape, sky or people. 
Methodology:

How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, library based or fieldwork (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological. Include relevant references. If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews of questionnaires, please say something about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed.
Support your chosen methodology with references. 
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