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ESSAY QUESTIONS: 1,276 WORDS 
THE DIFFERENT APPROACHES TOWARDS THE ACADEMIC STUDY, IN UNIVERSITIES, OF ISLAM AND MUSLIMS.

Introduction
Followed by billions of people for more than 1,4 thousand of years, Islam is at the same time a faith, a creed, a religion and a general way of life and laying down several laws of social interacting. Moreover, as Islam is not a homogenous science or ideology, the study of Islam contains a lot of different approaches toward which it can be studied. Besides, Islam gather many science and domains and can not be simply resumed to a religion, philosophy, ideology, sociology or History.
In this essay, we will see that the approach toward the academic study of Islam can me resumed in three schemes (al-Faruqi, 1965) :
1) the collection of data in the form of verbal narratives or written texts and documents, and the verification of their authenticity; 
2) the analysis of meanings and conceptualisation of ideas; and 
3) the evaluation and judgement of validity and truths of religious claims.

1- The first historical distinction between the two main approaches
The study of Islam can first be split in two types: the “religious” and the “secularist” analysis. Indeed, the impact of faith seems to be very important in the analysis of Islam: when a Muslim scholar or intellectual deals with Islam it does not have the same rendering than when a non-Muslim does it. The second important element to take into account is the intended audience. Does the scholar or professor want to speak to Muslim people or to non-Muslim peoples? Thus, for instance, When Ibn Taymiyya talks about the Islamic Shari’a he wil not use the same tools, processes or lexical language to analyze his topic than when Bosworth will do it. Ibn Taymiyya and most of Muslim Scholars aims to discuss with Muslim believers when Bosworth try to target a general large and scientific audience.
Hence, the study of Islam was the perfect illustration of the subjective opinion that writers had about Islam. For instance, the first translation of the Quran in Latin was done by Robertus Ketenensis, the title of the translation was “"The law of Mahomet the false prophet"[footnoteRef:1]. On the other side, the first exegesis of the Quran was done by a Muslim scholar: Tabari, in his exegesis the axiom of the truthiness of the Quran is clearly evident. In this way, the scientific study of Islam seems to sometimes go beyond impartiality. This subdivision and case has been clearly defined as an assumption in the study of Islam, Western studies of Islam are so defined as “Eurocentric”. (Olson, 2002 ; Butsami Khir, 2007). [1:  Fatani, Afnan (2006). "Translation and the Qur'an". In Leaman, Oliver. The Qur'an: an encyclopaedia. Great Britain: Routeledge. pp. 657–669.] 

Muslim scholars approach was basically based on the analysis of meanings taken from the Quran and the Sunnah. As Muslims consider the primary sources of Islam as unquestionable, the main approach was articulated around the understanding and the detailed analysis of these texts in order to allow the best possible apply of this religion.
However, this distinction is not always very clear and obvious in the academic studies. Even if many scholars and scientist try to promote their opinion of Islam through their academical writings, most of them seems to stay neutral and to analyze facts, events and sources through a logical and unbiased approach.


2- The emergence of orientalists
To reduce bias and personal opinion in their works and publications, scholars should use the more possible source and external data in order to give credit to their work and allow their oversight and scrutiny. In the Western world, the appearance of Islamic studies is ‘associated with the general discipline of thought and expertise known as Oriental Studies or Orientalism’ (Nanji, 1997, p. 11). These studies were first mainly focused on the Muslim world culture analysis such as Arabic, Turkish or Persian. In contrast with Islamic Studies in the Islamic world which take some references and Islamic sources as indisputable, Orientalists trend to criticize and question every source, text, book or reference. This questioning arised a meticulous study of hand-written copies of Islamic books: the epigraphy (Humphreys, 1991). The main aim of this epigraphy was to judge the legitimacy and authenticity of these sources. The epigraphy can be classed on the third mentioned scheme of the introduction of this analysis.  
Moreover, the study of Islam based on the Orientalist approach did not concern the question of truth of falsity of its message, it ‘concerns itself only with the truth about religion, with true accurate descriptions of the beliefs, hopes, desires, events, rituals, etc. of religious people and the mutual interaction of religious and other social institutions’ (Wiebe, 1981). Besides, the study of Islam has also witnessed heated debates on the criticism of Orientalism in which it was born (Said, 1978; Sardar, 1999; Macfie,2002).

3- The specificity of certain approaches
The approach of studying Islam can differ according to the topic of the study. An Islamic specialized on Islamic art and culture will develop and use a single approach. This approach can be slightly similar to archeology: every found tool can be used in order to understand the social behavior or practice of a certain period. For example, glazed ceramics can be evidence for aesthetic values, for the technology which produced them, for the economic and commercial milieu in which they were made, and (if they have figurative decor) for widely used visual symbols of the period. On the other side, Muslim scholars also developed a single approach for each field they are focused on. Thus, Muslim philosophers, historians, theologians or jurists do not extract the same sources or elements (Istinbât) for Islamic initial sources and texts. These specificities trend to make the classification of Islamic studies more and more difficult. Indeed, the boundaries of what can be contained in Islamic studies are not clearly established. Al-Ghazali claimed that all studies which can be linked to what the prophet of Islam provided can be classed in Islamic Science study. Ibn Taymiyya on the other side did not make this restriction, according to him, all knowledge, including religious sciences, is intellectual, in the sense that all science can be considered as Islamic ones[footnoteRef:2]. Ibn al-Qayyim, Ibn Taymiyya student for instance wrote an entire study about medicine and healthcare through the base of Islam[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Majmu’ al-Fatawa, Ibn Taymiyya, (vol.19, p.376)]  [3:  Al-Tib al-Nabawi, Ibn Al-Qayyim, (Cairo, 1957)] 

Recent studies of Muslim populations or communities can also be considered as a specific kind of approach. These researches are often made by serious and qualified institutes. The Pew Research Center[footnoteRef:4] and the think-thank Institute Montaigne in France[footnoteRef:5] currently use to provide social studies of Muslim populations. These studies are mainly based on the first scheme mentioned in the introduction through surveys, social studies, data analysis…  [4:  Muslims and Islam: Key findings in the U.S. and around the world, Pew Research Center, Michael Lipka, 2017]  [5:  Un Islam de France est possible, Institut Montaigne, Hakim El Karoui, 2016] 



4- Conclusion
Through the essay, three different approaches of Islamic studies have been analyzed through the main convenience and usefulness of each of it. The study of Islam is not as simple as it may appears, it has clearly evolved and progressed since its beginnings. Boundaries of Islamic studies also represent a real challenge; indeed, they are not so obvious as they might be. The appearance of Orientalism in last centuries has changed the deal, confronting two main methodologies based on different finalities. 
The study of Islam is also always moving as the Islamic understanding of the references is evolving and Muslim populations changing. Thus, the main defined approaches of the study of this religion will also evolve in the future… 
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