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The essential skills required to study and those required for employment within the creative industries are interlinked, if not simply the same.  The skills are found, explored and encouraged at a study level so they can be used effectively in the future to gain and excel in an employed role when needed.

“The term ‘study skills’ is used here to refer to abilities, habits, understandings, and attitudes that enable achievement in your studies.” (Cottrell, 2019 p.20) Cottrell continues to identify 4 categories used to breakdown these essential skills and identifies them as Self, Academic, People and Task skills. 

“Self-efficiency is the belief in one’s ability to succeed in achieving an outcome or reaching a goal.” (Transforming Education, 2020) Self-efficiency/management skills are learnt so that we can effectively manage things like our engagement, personal performance, time management and well-being to name a few whilst using ‘reflection’ to manage and change the end outcome.

Academic skills include research, thinking, written and understanding skills.  Along with Task skills such producing essays/presentations and managing processes and timelines of set tasks, these skills don’t often come naturally but are learnt during study and continued through to employment.

People skills can be anything from dealing with members of the public, working in collaboration with fellow students/colleagues and providing feedback/presentations in a work or a study setting. “Bright, creative minds are both highly valued and in great demand – as are the people who know how to make creativity blossom and flourish, and can lead others in creative endeavours.”(Mallia, 2019, p.8)

One final skill to add is vocational skills, “The training and skills needed for a particular job or profession.”(Collins, 2022)

To conclude, all the study skills we a taught and practice throughout our education, are used throughout our working lives in everything that we do.
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