An analysis and Critical Evaluation of the Strategies, 

Tactics and Attack Methods adopted by Al-Qaeda
Introduction
Al Qaeda is an Islamic militant organisation founded by Osama Bin Laden in the late 1980s. Their objective was to fight the Soviet Union during the Afghan War, but when the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989, they continue to operate and fight against what they considered corrupt Islamic regimes and against the foreign presence in Islamic lands. Initially, they were based in Sudan, but in 1996 they based their headquarters in Afghanistan under the patronage of the Taliban militia. 
In time, Al Qaeda merged forces with other militant organisations and started training thousands of people in paramilitary skills which help them engage in numerous terrorist attacks. The biggest and more sophisticated attack led by Al Qaeda was the 9/11 attack against the United States (US), which forced the US to launch a counterattack against Taliban and Al Qaeda forces in Afghanistan. This resulted in the compromise of Al Qaeda’s headquarters and its training grounds, which forced them to reinvent themselves. Other Islamic organisations were fighting for Al Qaeda, engaging in numerous terrorist attacks in the name of Al Qaeda and their beliefs. 
The US attacks after 9/11 also compromised the communication, operational and financial link between Al Qaeda leaders and its militants, forcing Al Qaeda to find different strategies to share their view with the world. They started using the internet more to communicating their beliefs and recruiting more people to their causes. 
On the 2nd of May 2011, Osama Bin Laden was killed by the US military forces, after a long operation of search and locate. But this action did not affect the structure of Al Qaeda, as on the 16th of June 2011, Ayman al-Zawahiri, Bin Laden’s long-serving deputy, was appointed leader.

Al Qaeda uses terrorism as tactic to overthrow all existing governments in the Muslim world and replace them with their own, and later, to attack the West from a position of power to spread their ideology to all of humanity.

Al Qaeda’s goal is to share its ideology with humanity. To achieve this goal, their most effective strategy is the engagement in dramatic, violent, and high-profile attacks. The most common tactics they have used over the years have been hijackings, hostage-takings, kidnappings, mass shootings, car bombings, and, frequently, suicide bombings. Although it might seem that the attacks are random, their strategy in the selection of the targets requires a lot of research and planning, to attract large crowds and impose more fear which will help achieve their goal. After all, terrorism is nothing more than the use of violence and intimidation to achieve political aims.
 

This paper will discuss further the different strategies, tactics, and methods used by Al-Qaeda and whether these have been effective or not in achieving Al Qaeda’s goal. 

Strategies, tactics, and methods used by Al Qaeda

Purpose
After the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union in 1979, Bin Laden started to meet with Afghan resistance leaders and raised funds for the resistance. He also had a major role in recruiting and organising Arab volunteers to fight the Soviet invasion. Bin Laden’s financial resources, along with the reputation and bravery he showed during the invasion, enhanced his stature as a militant leader. 

The name Al Qaeda, which in Arabic means ‘the base’, was a computer database Bin Laden created in 1988 listing all the volunteers that fought the Afghan war against the Soviet Union. After the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989, Bin Laden requested to use his network of fighters to defend Saudi Arabia against the threat of invasion posed by Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. His request was denied, which caused the shift in Bin Laden’s view. He felt betrayed because Saudi Arabia preferred to use the US troops for protection, instead of using his resources and his fighters which he proved to be reliable during the Soviet Union invasion.
For the first time, Bin Laden had a clear objective. His main purpose was to formulate a strategy against the threat of US dominance in the Muslim world. He then started to formulate attacks against the US and to train Islamic militants to expand his infrastructure. 
In 1996, with the protection of the Taliban militia, Bin Laden declared a holy war against the US, which he accused of looting the natural resources of the Muslim World, occupying the Arabian Peninsula, including the holy sites of Islam, and supporting governments servile to U.S. interests in the Middle East.
  

His main goal was to create a single Islamic state. By single Islamic state ,we refer here to the lands corresponding to the Islamic empire of the late first and early second centuries. Today, this state would encompass ass the Middle East, the Maghreb (North Africa bordering the Mediterranean), Andalusia in southern Spain, Central Asia, parts of Balkans, and some Islamic territories in the Far East.
  

Actions

To achieve his goal, Bin Laden started training militants and funding terrorist attacks. First, he considered the needs to act within their borders, eliminating the US and West presents. Then he continued to plan terrorist attacks in the US and Europe. These attacks had a specific political aim which we are going to explain below. 
Major terrorist attacks 
1. 26 of February 1993 – the bombing of the World Trade Centre (WTC). A bomb exploded in the basement parking garage below the north tower of the World Trade Centre. The massive explosion killed six people and wounded more than 1,000, with some 50,000 people forced to evacuate the twin towers as smoke and flames spread upward into the buildings. Investigations led by the New York Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF), Federal Bureau of investigations (FBI), New York Police Department (NYPD), discovered the bomb was delivered with a van. FBI managed to find and capture the persons responsible for this attack, except the person who elaborated the whole plan, Ramzi Yousef. While he was at large, he orchestrated various terrorist actions, and by the time he was caught, in 1995, he claimed he wanted to punish the US for its role in providing aid to Israel.
 
2. 7 of August 1998 – the bombing of US embassies. Marking this the eighth anniversary of the deployment of US troops to Saudi Arabia, at 10:30 a.m. local time, a massive truck bomb explodes outside the U.S. embassy in Nairobi, Kenya. Minutes later, another truck bomb detonated outside the U.S. embassy in Dar es Salaam, the capital of neighbouring Tanzania. The dual terrorist attacks killed 224 people, including 12 Americans, and wounded more than 4,500. Months before this event, Bin Laden issued a fatwa stating that Muslims should kill Americans, including civilians, anywhere in the world. His objective was to make a statement that the US is not welcome on the Muslim lands.
 
3. 11 of September 2001 (9/11) – the hijacking of four domestic aircraft. Nineteen terrorists affiliated with Al Qaeda hijacked four commercial passenger airliners targeting prime US locations: the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon. Two planes hit the two towers of the WTC. Half an hour later after these attacks, another plane hit the Pentagon. The fourth plane was brought down by the passengers, who learn about the other attacks and tried to retake the cockpit. It was believed that the fourth plain was aiming for the White House.  The target of these events was capitalism and the US military.
 
4. 16 of May 2003 – Casablanca bombings. The attacks targeted a Jewish community centre, a Spanish restaurant and social club, a hotel, and the Belgian consulate. Five explosions occurred within 30 minutes of each other. A Moroccan Government official said all the blasts were triggered by suicide bombers carrying explosives.
 
5. 11 of March 2004 – terrorist bomb trains in Madrid. On March 11, 2004, 193 people are killed and nearly 2,000 are injured when 10 bombs explode on four trains in three Madrid-area train stations during a busy morning rush hour. The bombs were later found to have been detonated by mobile phones. These attacks were seen as retaliation for Spain’s participation in the war in Iraq, where about 1,400 Spanish soldiers were stationed at the time. The attacks took place two days before a major Spanish election, in which anti-war Socialists swept to power. The new government, led by Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, removed Spanish troops from Iraq, with the last leaving the country in May 2004.

6. July 2005 – London attacks. London's public transport system was subject to two waves of terror attacks. The first occurred on Thursday, July 7, and involved the detonation of four bombs. Three of the bombs were detonated on London Underground train carriages near the stations of Russell Square (in the borough of Camden), Liverpool Street (Tower Hamlets), and Edgware Road (Kensington and Chelsea). A fourth bomb was detonated on a bus in Tavistock Square, Bloomsbury (Camden). The second wave of attacks occurred two weeks later, on July 21, consisting of four unsuccessful attempts at detonating bombs on trains near the underground stations of Shepherds Bush (Kensington and Chelsea), the Oval (Lambeth), Warren Street (Westminster), and on a bus in Bethnal Green (Tower Hamlets).

7. 2nd of June 2008 – Bombing at the Danish embassy in Pakistan. A Car bomb exploded outside the Danish embassy in Pakistan, killing at least six people and more than twenty were injured. This attack was the consequence of a Danish publication reprinting cartoons satirizing the Prophet Muhammad in February same year. According to Jakob Nielsen, a commentator for Politiken, a leading centre-left newspaper, Islamists in Pakistan have been using Denmark as a pretext for protesting the new pro-western government.

Discussion
As we have seen throughout the years, Al Qaeda prefers to conduct coordinated attacks. These attacks are believed to be much more effective because of various reasons: 

· They are more likely to produce more fatalities. 
· Only one portion of the attacks needs to be successful to incite fear and create direct victims. For example, considering the Casablanca bombings, there were 5 explosions each within 30 minutes between each other. If one or two did not explode, the fear and panic had already been imposed by the first two bombs, the rest just maximise fatalities. 
· A coordinated attack with one unsuccessful component is more like to have higher media coverage than a single unsuccessful attack. Considering here 9/11, when the fourth plane has not reached its target destination. Despite this failure, the media covered the plans for the fourth plane and there were also fatalities due to the plane going down.
  
Also, all the tactics and methods used by Al Qaeda have targeted civilians. The reason for this could be that the group is too weak to engage in a more sophisticated operation against hardened targets. Most of the terrorist groups, such as Al Qaeda as well, do not benefit from the support of a State. On the other hand, they tend to affiliate with other terrorist groups which usually generates more violence resulting in more fatalities. This is mostly because each group has its own believes and objectives, and this way they are trying to achieve two goals. As President Obama noted in a May 2014 speech at West Point: “Today’s principal threat no longer comes from a centralized Al Qaeda leadership. Instead, it comes from decentralized Al Qaeda affiliates”.
 
What keeps all these groups aligned is their beliefs in the ideology that Al Qaeda is teaching. This ideology binds these groups and brings recruits into the global fight. Ideology frames organizational structure, leadership and membership motivation, recruitment, and support, and shapes the strategies and tactics adopted by the group.

Conclusion
Al Qaeda’s objective is to unify the Islamic State. Bin Laden’s objective was to destroy the state and replace it with something based on a literal reading of the Koran. Other political Islamists want to appropriate the structures of the state and, in varying degrees, Islamicize them, usually to promote greater social justice and outflanking undemocratic and powerful regimes.

Considering they do not have the support of any state, they require funding to employ different tactics and attacks to achieve their objectives. For funding, Al Qaeda uses narcotics trade and kidnapping for ransom or the release of imprisoned jihadists.
 
The most common tactic used by Al Qaeda to achieve their objective is the use of explosives. This way, the bigger the fatalities, the bigger is the message the group wants to send. Most of the people who join Al Qaeda do that because of their hate for their governments. 
The government must protect its citizens. So, when Al Qaeda and its affiliates are launching threats against the citizens, is for the governments to employ strategies for their protection. Al Qaeda is hoping that those strategies to be aligned with their strategies.
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