[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Simon,                                                                                                                                  19/05/2026

[bookmark: _Int_sc02evvW][bookmark: _Int_HCnV5QCw][bookmark: _Int_xRko0tRk]Here you are, you are a teacher in a primary school, and you love it. You teach a class of around twenty students, teaching them a range of subjects including maths, English, science, geography, arts, and physical education. Your students love you and some of them even comment on your football skills. As for your qualifications and studies? You passed your three year education studies course and managed to get a B in both your math and science G.C.S.E. resits. Your dissertation was good but unpublished but graduated, nonetheless. Thinking back to four years ago, I wish you had read more as you are doing now, as of this moment I am going over some of the work you did while you were in university, and to be honest, you could have done better. The reading I am doing now is substantial to how you are teaching now, drawing from the works of the many pioneers of education you learned about has furthered your development as a teacher, and how I wish now that you could know this because you could have had much better marks in all of your assignments. It is so easy to be critical now, but back then you were a bit stuck in bad habits but now you can see why we needed to know about these pioneers and their teachings. If I have one piece of advice for you now, it is to go back to the first module of the first year of education studies and look at Edward Debono and study his lateral thinking analogy and have a look through the computer learning skills they taught you, they are very beneficial now. Another piece of advice would be to work on your interpersonal skills now rather than later, you have a tendency to go quiet in decision making opportunities and do not let your voice be heard, read the book, (French.(, (1993), ( Interpersonal skills : developing successful communication. Industrial Society.), this will help in these social situations. Do not be afraid to express yourself with your lesson plans and in the classroom, your students depend on you and any feedback you can give them. Also thinking back, you should give your tutors and the university more feedback on their modules and how you found them, believe me, you are going to be wishing for any sort of feedback from your students in the future. Another subject to look back on is the additional learning needs topic, and how to spot the signs early in students, this for sure will become helpful for the future as you will be able to talk to parents about your own thoughts and their thoughts about any problems, they feel their child might have. Look back on your work to do with ethics also, read the workings of, (Descartes), (1971), (Ethics. Benton.).  You have made it this far, but you are constantly developing, keep reading I cannot say it enough, it will shape your future as an educator, and who knows you could be the head teacher one day. Please do not waste the time you have; you do not even have time for computer games anymore, there is so much marking you would not believe, so much lesson planning and figuring out to do, but do not worry you somehow get through each day and fall asleep easy at night. 

Yours sincerely, 
Yourself
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The reflection of the Module

Description
“Your brand is what people say about you when you are not in the room”, (Jeff Bezoz)
For the module, Changemakers: Building Your Personal Brand for Sustainable Employment, the primary aim was to support the development of the skills and competencies for career resilience and the professional development of our future work. The module was aimed at getting students to gain confidence, credibility, and courage as well as helping us define our priorities and focus on the aspects of life we enjoy the most. With the rise of social media, it has become essential that we develop our personal brand and exercise self-promotion.
My Feelings and thoughts (Expectations)
My initial thought of the changemakers module was that we were going to maybe go on placements and work in a school, developing in a practical sense.  I never would have thought we would be delving so deep into ourselves, and almost re-wiring how we think of ourselves. Learning to develop myself and critically evaluate myself was tough, I have a pretty good assessment of myself and always try to be a good person but trying to think bad about myself seems a bit wrong. We all get those times where we wish we had not have done something stupid but trying to criticize the things we think we have done right was very daunting. The asynchronous learning was quite challenging too, answering questions about myself that I have not really had to answer before was a massive task, but the option of learning as you go took much of that weight off enabling me to answer more honestly. The module almost forces you to interact with others, (not that this is a bad thing), but I often struggle with these aspects, not because I do not like people, it is because I feel inadequate sometimes, especially around other students just because they seem to be from an educational background I.e work in a school or done some sort of care work.  But the changemakers module has really opened my eyes to how much I can change in myself and understand my worth, making me more ambitious and confident in my skills in not just teaching but also as a person. In this case concerning the module I was expecting something different, but it turned out to be something better without me even realizing it. 
Evaluation
In this part of the reflection, I am going to talk about how I felt about developing my skills, and my engagement and involvement in classes. Firstly, developing skills, even the ones you think you are good at is never a bad thing. Having to constantly learn is an essential part of being a teacher, being able to think quickly and outside the box can make lessons fun and exciting, and that was one of the best aspects of this module, being able to understand what I am good at and perfecting them. One of the only areas I disagreed with was that the module sometimes made my inadequacies show, almost to the point where I was questioning myself and what am I my doing here, but that is part of the journey, and it is so hard to improve skills once you get into bad habits.  In terms of the engagement and involvement in classes, I believe I could have done a little better, I was there for all the classes and engaged as much as I could, but as usual, I could ask more questions and given some answers to the questions put forward by others, it is something I always do, keep things in my mind afraid that they are not great questions or answers, (something the module has clearly highlighted for me). These are some of the subjects I need to work on otherwise I believe I may struggle in the profession that I want. 
Analysis (Challenges and Success)
[bookmark: _Int_ryyYKOVU]The challenges for this module were being forced to think about your own bad qualities and write them down. It is human nature to think about one's bad qualities, but you do not want to think about them, but understanding the necessity to do this is part of the learning curve of improving those qualities, and it is the only way of improving your own skills, which brings me to my next point. How do we improve the skills we think we are good at? This was another challenge for me, to try and criticize something I do well, (or at least I think I do well). This was one of the areas I felt I succeeded in, and I want to take it into the next module and into next year, confidence is key to what I want to achieve. Through asynchronous learning, I was able to learn lots of different skills, skills I could work on too without changing the way I think, skills that could come naturally, like body language for example, and my voice. I never knew employers look at these sorts of things and it does not take much to improve them, standing in a different way or just being a bit louder and clearer when I speak seems easy when you practice. Communication is something I can definitely improve on, and the module has helped a lot with this. One thing I would like to say about the module is that even though it makes you think about your own bad qualities it finds ways to keep it positive and help you gain that resilience that is needed to succeed.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_IXEiWtIL]In conclusion, overall, I have enjoyed this module getting over the challenges I have mentioned was a struggle but overcoming them has made me better prepared for my profession. There are a few things I would have liked to have done differently, for example, asking more questions and actually giving my answers and not keeping them in my head. The module has taught me the importance of networking to help me find my path, keeping an eye on my social media presence was something I had never thought of, (not that I have anything bad out there). Building my brand was something I need to work on, the module has helped me to believe in myself and made me want to continue building my own brand long after this course. The module has given me an understanding of this process too, understanding that it is not just who I am on the inside that counts, it is what I do also that defines me and that is what is going to give me an edge over others. This module and the one connected to it, has set me on a path that I truly understand now, and knowing what I need to do to achieve it. It has helped me to believe that I am not an island and there are people all around there to help me including those at the university even though I may be up against them in the future for employment. 
Action Plan (Further Development)
[bookmark: _Int_TjK44zdu][bookmark: _Int_7jygvbyT][bookmark: _Int_FaHVJaKG][bookmark: _Int_BGnmCk7X]The things this module has taught me the most are the skills that I want to improve the most, I want to go into primary education, so I want to know everything about it before I do, so, that entails more reading and more reading. Excelling in this is a must, I have never liked reading that much before I came to university, but it has definitely improved a lot since I started, whether it be me reading on through an article that would have been too long before, to finishing off a book earlier than usual. Still, I want to be better at this topic.  Another quality I want to improve on is my presenting skills, I know from doing presentations before university I would be nervous and start sweating moments before doing them, even when they are online, and nobody can see me. For this subject, I believe there is only so much you can read that can help you, I have tried putting it into practice with my family watching but, that is in my comfort zone and a bit easier. A couple of smaller qualities like eye contact, interpersonal skills, and becoming logical are other skills I want to improve on, they would be a great help when teaching I believe, making me more engaging to students. I want them to listen to me so I can teach them the best lessons and also get the best out of them too. This module has me thinking so much about what the future holds for me, and how it is mostly me that has the ability to change it, I can only hope that I grow into the role I achieve in the future. 








