Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




Section 7 of The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) part 130 is the duty to report children who are at risk. It states in this section a child is defined at risk if a child is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or any other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014). The National Independent Safeguarding Board have a duty to ensure children in Wales are protected from harm. To do this the National independent Safeguarding Board has to provide safeguarding boards with advice and sustenance to certify they are efficient, along with having the duty to report on the competence and how effective the arrangements are to safeguard children here in Wales. The National Independent Safeguarding Board also has the duty to provide the Welsh ministers with recommendations on how the arrangements can be made more effective (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014). 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (WSP, 2019) were created to strengthen the SSWBA (2014) especially part 7 as the purpose of the procedure has been put in place to provide guidance for practitioners to Safeguard children in Wales (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). The WSP (2019) has replaced the all Wales child protection procedures (2008)  (NSPCC Learning, 2019). The essential principle of the procedure is that every practitioner has responsibility to protect children from harm and it is vitally important that multi agency working takes place to work effectively together to support children who are vulnerable and improve well-being of children to achieve positive outcomes (BASW, 2022). 

The Children Act (2004) strengthens the Children Act (1989), and section 28 of the Children’s Act (2004) sets out a duty for all local authorities and other professionals such as youth offending teams, police, and NHS trusts to promote the welfare of children (Welsh Government, 2021). Part 111 of the Children Act (1989) no longer applies to Wales as it has been replaced by requirements in the SSWBA (2014) specifically part 3 and 4 of the SSWBA (2014) as these two parts focus on assessing and meeting the needs of individuals. Furthermore, part 6 of the Act focuses on looked after and accommodated children (Welsh Government, 2021). Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) is still in place and dictates; where a local authority has the duty to investigate if a child is at risk of significant harm. From the investigation that is undertaken the local authority will decide what action to take to enhance a child’s welfare and to ensure the child’s safety is paramount (legislation.gov.uk, n.d). To protect a child their name may be placed on the Child Protection Register (CPR) and a multi-agency safety plan in place to support the family to keep the child safe. 

The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 and Human Rights Act 1998 also state children have the right to be protected from harm and abuse. This is further supported by the NSPCC who further state every child should grow up in a safe environment and have all their basic needs met to ensure they have the best possible outcomes to enhance their well-being (NSPCC Learning, 2022). 

(526 words) 







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work









400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA) specifies the legal framework to improve the well-being of both children and adults who require care and support and to ensure the support is person centred. (Social Care Wales, 2022). If the local authority believe that a child is at risk or is suffering from significant harm, a Section 47 (S47) investigation will be carried out under S47 of the Children Act 1989 (Social care institute for excellence, 2012). An assessment/investigation will be undertaken by the allocated Social Worker to identify a child’s needs and to explore if the adults caring for the child can effectively meet the child’s basic needs and keep them safe (Social care institute for excellence, 2012). This differs in Adult Services as concerns regarding an adult who is at risk is managed by the Adult Safeguarding Team. The allocated Social Worker will complete and submit a Multi-agency Risk Assessment Form (MARF) and the Safeguarding Team will take the lead rather than the allocated Social Worker. 

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA) is clear that Mental Capacity must be assumed unless there is a reason to doubt it, and Mental Capacity is assessed via a Mental Capacity Assessment to evidence that an individual is or is not lacking Mental Capacity (Yound Minds, 2022). The purpose of the MCA (2005) is to protect individuals who have been deemed not to have capacity and to uphold and safeguard decisions that are made (SCIE, 2022). Principle 3 of the MCA (2005) is Unwise decisions, and it states that individuals should not be treated as lacking capacity on the basis of making ‘unwise decisions’  (SCIE, 2022). If safeguarding concerns are raised regarding an adult who has capacity the local authority cannot force an adult to access support as they must have an adult’s consent to become involved. However, if safeguarding concerns are raised in relation to a child, then professionals will act on behalf of a child to ensure the child is safe and protected from harm as the child’s welfare is paramount (Children Act, 1989). Although it is good practice to obtain consent and involve parents throughout a S47 investigation, if obtaining consent from a parent could cause more harm to the child, the Social Worker is then able to investigate and speak to the child without obtaining parental consent. Furthermore, it is vitally important that during this process that a child can express their views, wishes and feelings as these need to be taken into consideration when it comes to decision making (SCW, 2017). 
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