Explain the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice  
 
Magistrates serve as judges in local courts within the local jurisdictions. They are judges who volunteer and are usually selected from the local community and are required to understand the law. They do not receive a salary just have all their expenses paid for and are given training to conduct their duties effectively. They are commonly known as justice of peace and their role is to lead any cases brought before them. Magistrates listen to evidence presented and make decisions on cases brought before them (Gov.uk, N.D.) 

Magistrates have an important part in the justice system and are expected to be fair, and knowledgeable in the law. They have the power to issue warrants and can conduct preliminary hearings to ensure there is sufficient evidence for a trial. They resolve disputes and uphold   the law at a local level. Magistrates are responsible for questioning witnesses and listening to evidence and based on these making decisions on the outcome of the case. They are appointed by the government and deal with all different cases from criminal to civil and many more (Pyper.D,2016) 
 
Magistrates play a crucial role in the Uk justice system and preside over a range of cases ensuring justice is fair and accessible to everyone regardless of their financial status or background. They are recommended by the local advisory committee and are appointed by the lord chancellor in the Uk. Magistrates sit in benches of three and one magistrate is trained to act as the chairperson, any decisions they make are by the majority vote. The court clerks ensure that proceedings are conducted in accordance with the law and advise the magistrates on any legal matters (Gov.Uk, N.D.)  

Magistrates resolve disputes by bringing a more community based. approach and do not require any formal legal training they must have good character and not be judgemental. They are guided on legal matters and receive training by the court clerks while they are on the job they are known as part time judges. They come from different backgrounds and represent the diversity of the local community and have a good understanding of local concerns and issues which help them in dealing with cases. Magistrates in the UK deal with a range of cases from criminal to civil such as theft, assault, family issues, debt etc. Magistrates must determine and decide if criminal defendants are guilty or innocent (Ashworth, 2019).  

Magistrates in the UK are expected to serve at least 5 years their employer must allow them. The time off. Magistrates are expected to be in court at least 13 full days per year. Rotas are given well in advance so normal work duties can be amended (Allen, 2018).

The main responsibilities of magistrates are to make sure there is a fair trial after hearing all the evidence including questioning witnesses. They are responsible for ensuring if someone is guilty or innocent in criminal cases and make decisions on sentencing, remand and bail. They have the power for sentencing of up to 12 months they can issue fines and community orders, restraining orders and injunctions. They must make sure the defendant is not discriminated against by race or any other way and is given a fair trial. Magistrates are responsible for deciding if a case should be sent to the crown court Infront of a jury and judge. 
In addition to their criminal jurisdiction, they also have the responsibilities for civil cases like debt, family issues and many more and can also grant licences in certain activities such as gaming and alcohol (Thomas, 2017).  
 
 During 2010 and 2019, over half of the courts across England were closed. In the coronavirus pandemic, there was a growing of backlog cases. There was an outstanding of 58,000 crown court cases 386,000 magistrates' courts. The pandemic has introduced a transition remote hearing using digital services. However, more testing of the reforms needs to be done to gain confidence, but many users still need to attend court in person. They are many negative impacts on court closures on people from low-income families, disability issues or people without car etc. Other concerns of court closures is that the moving of cases to other courts has led to confusion and the reputation of courts potentially may suffer without any formal court hearings (Lawsociety,2022).  
  
Magistrates must be able to be decisive and must generate reasoned opinions that are not impartial or unbiased. When deliberating they must ensure that they follow the structured approach. They also assimilate large amounts of information and required to identify relevant issues. They must have the ability to be compassionate when dealing with others and must be able to recognise and appreciate different perspectives. 
  
Magistrates need to listen attentively and actively, whilst being adaptable in their communication style in order to match with whatever situation they are placed in and articulate their rationale that they just made. They have to be openminded and show a sense of being able to reflect and learn from other people perspective, and how adaptable they are when changes arise. Magistrates must be dependable and approachable as this helps them to instil confidence and trust (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, N.D.).
  
 
Advantages of having magistrates is that it works out cheaper financially and also, they have more knowledge and a better insight of the local community and can advise and make decisions based on this a lot better. The cases are dealt with on a quicker timescale and also majority of the times everyone involved are happy of the outcome which means there is fewer appeals to deal with (Carmineproofreading, 2021).  
 
Disadvantages of magistrates are they are not qualified individuals on the legal side so therefore taking this into account they cannot make informed decisions on cases. Also, they hold less power for legal jurisdictions which means harsher punishments cannot be applied (Lawaspect, N.D.). 
   
Magistrates can be reformed by exploring new roles for example if police roles were to be analysed for cautions magistrate's role can be stepped in by engaging with the local community such as magistrates in the community. They should be given more powers so they can deal with serious and complex cases rather than just minor ones. This will then mean instead of just referring to county courts for sentencing they have more powers to refer to high court too. 

Tackling higher cases where people reoffend if a ‘short sharp’ two week return to custody was introduced for those reoffending and breaching this condition which then in return mean there will be less than a 12-month sentence given. New magisterial responsibilities can mean magistrates have more of an oversight in out of court settlements and disposals and be more involved and have more of a say in local justice initiatives (Donoghue,2014) 
 
When looking at illegal trade in wild harvested plants and wildlife the Magistrates in the UK also took the public opinion after doing a public survey in which eighty seven percent of six hundred and two participants agreed and decided the main purpose of this crime was due to the illegal profit made by this crime. The conservationists stated the threat to these species was of more importance (St John, Edwards & jones, 2012). 
 
To summarise, magistrates are appointed by the government and deal with all different cases from criminal to civil and many more. The responsibility of a magistrates is to question their witnesses by listening to evidence and making decisions based on what was presented before them. Their main responsibility is to ensure that a fair trial has been conducted. Also ensuring if someone is guilty or innocent in criminal cases and making the final decision.   
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