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[image: http://freestylekb.com/wiki/images/b/b1/Vintage_1960s_Steel_Skateboard_Wheels.jpg]Skateboarding was first invented in the early 1950s by Californian surfers. When the waves were flat and the surfers were unable to get out on the water, they began seeking to find a way of recreating the feeling and emotion of surfing on dry land. These sidewalk surfers began to experiment by attaching roller skate wheels to the underside of wooden planks known as two by fours.  Roller skate wheels at this time were made from steel and did not use ball bearings. The steel wheels were incredibly hard and unforgiving, resulting in a bone rattling ride. The smooth steel meant that the wheels had little to no traction and coupled with the absence of all bearings, the speed and role distance was very limited.Figure 1 http://freestylekb.com/wiki/index.php?title=Wheels  
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1960s

https://www.calstreets.com/vintage_skateboard_collector_news/what-was-the-first-commercially-produced-skateboard/ 
The first commercial skateboards were manufactured by the Roller Derby Corporation in the late 1963s. These boards were still being produced with steel wheels
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Throughout the 1960s advances in the technology used in Rollerskating led to the introduction of clay composite wheels that were manufactured out of a concoction of paper, plastic and crushed walnut shells. At this point, the majority of skateboards were still DIY, so it didn’t take long for the early skateboarders to start experimenting with these new clay wheels. Although clay wheels were most definitely better than their steel predecessors, they didn’t come without their own set flaws. They had very poor abrasion resistance meaning it wasn’t uncommon for skaters to wear through a set of wheels within a single week of riding. They had next to no grip through corners. The most significant limitation of clay wheels was that they were so hard, it was almost impossible to roll over even the smallest of obstacles. As a result, riding clay wheels was potentially even dangerous. If the rider was to inadvertently roll over a small pebble or even a penny on the ground, the object would act like a chuck to the wheel and the board would instantly stop catapulting the unsuspecting rider to the ground.
http://www.olliebook.com/inside/chapter1/ 
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the 1970s are arguably the most important and innovative years throughout the entire history of skateboarding. In 1973 Frank Nasworthy introduced the first commercial polyurethane wheel of skateboarding. This seemingly incremental innovation ended up fundamentally changing the entire skateboarding industry overnight. Frank called his new company Cadillac wheels. Just as Cadillac cars were synonymous throughout the car industry for their smooth ride, Frank’s polyurethane wheels were indescribably better than the steel or clay alternatives. Not only did they provide a smoother ride, but they lasted significantly longer due to their increased impact and abrasion resistance. As well as this polyurethane wheels for the first time offered increased traction that was also predicable.  
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