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	Title of Dissertation:

An Analysis of King John’s Treatment of Women



	Aims and Objectives:

· To establish whether King John lived up to his negative perception throughout history or if his treatment of women shows him in a more positive light
· To compare King John’s treatment of women to the general treatment and perception of women in medieval times


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

This dissertation will analyse the way in which King John treated the women he came into contact with and whether he followed the misogynistic ideals of the time, or treated women as equal to men. I will be analysing primary sources which recount King John’s reign, including the Brut Y Tywysogion, chronicles by Gervase of Canterbury, Roger of Wendover, Ralph of Diceto and Roger of Howden, as well as recent research by historians.
Despite King John being perceived as a bad king, it is interesting to note that he treated his mother with respect and was inconsolable when she died. He had great respect for Nicholaa de la Haye, a wealth landowner whom he made Sheriff of Lincoln in her own right, and his own daughter, Joan, was a negotiator between her husband, Llywelyn, and her father. There are, however, some occasions when King John treated women less respectfully, one example was his first wife, Isabel of Gloucester, whom he divorced after ten years of marriage and proceeded to prevent her from having ownership over her own estates. There are also the numerous women who are rumoured to have been seduced by King John, including married women, and the fact his second marriage was to a twelve-year-old girl, something that was even frowned upon in contemporary sources. The worst treatment he subjected a woman to was Matilda de Braose, who spoke out against the king killing his own nephew, Arthur. She was locked away and starved to death with her son consequently. Was it simply that King John was misogynistic as was the ideal of the time, or did King John treat both men and women equally, but treated them differently depending on if he believed them to be loyal or not. There is no question that King John was paranoid throughout much of his reign, and rightly so, seeing as his treatment of people in general was a key concern for many, leading to the Magna Carta. Despite the fact he treated some women badly, it appears that King John only did so when they had wronged him, spoken out against him, or had lands he wanted to keep hold of. Perhaps then, he was simply using the laws of the day to his advantage, rather than being biased against women in general. John even gave his wet nurse from childhood a pension when he became king. This suggests the perception of King John being a bad person is not as certain as previously thought.
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