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Does astrology assume that future is negotiable or fixed?
Astrology, an ancient practice steeped in mystery and tradition, has long captivated human imagination with its promise to unveil the secrets of the cosmos and illuminate the path ahead. Astrology seeks to understand human fate and future through the positions of celestial bodies, and it is a thousand-years-long subject of debate amongst scholars, scientists, and enthusiasts alike.[footnoteRef:1] At the heart of this debate is the question: Does astrology portray the future as something that is fixed and predetermined, or does it suggest that the future is open to negotiation and change? To explore this question, this essay will delve into various perspectives, primarily drawing upon Dane Rudhyar's ‘Astrology of Personality’ and using the works of Ptolemy, Richard Evans, Liz Greene, Howard Sasportas, Michel Gauquelin, Suitbert Ertel, and Cameron Martin as secondary references. [1:  Hickey, Isabel M., The Classic Work on Spritual Astrology, p. 3., 9-10., 11-13.] 

Cultural Context
Richard Evans, in ‘In Defense of History’, argues for the importance of understanding historical context in shaping interpretations and beliefs. In his work on historiography, he introduces a historical perspective on the ways in which events are interpreted and narrated. 
At the beginning of the last chapter (Objectivity and Limits) of his book, Evans refers to E.H. Carr, who concluded that ‘History is an unending dialogue between the present and the past.’[footnoteRef:2] Later on he also cites Sir Geoffrey Elton, who declared that ‘The purpose of history is to understand the past, and if the past is to be understood it must be given full respect in its right.’[footnoteRef:3] Evans writes that ‘the stories we tell will be true stories, even if the truth they tell is our own, and will tell them differently, for the fact that no description of anything can be wholly independent of its author’s point of view does not mean that no description can be true.’[footnoteRef:4] Finally he summarizes that ‘None of this means that historical judgement has to be neutral. But it does mean that the historian has to develop a detached mode of cognition, a faculty of self-criticism, and an ability to understand another person’s point of view.’[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Evans, Richard J., In Defense of History, p.193.]  [3:  Evans, Richard J., In Defense of History, p. 197.]  [4:  Evans, Richard J., In Defense of History, p.217.]  [5:  Evans, Richard J., In Defense of History, p.219.] 


Evans prompts his readers to consider how historical narratives are constructed and whether events unfold according to a fixed script or in response to contingent factors. From this point of view, astrology could be interpreted within its cultural contexts, and so a deeper appreciation of how astrological practices have been shaped by and influenced cultural beliefs, social structures, and historical events could be achieved. While astrology played a central role in religious, political, and social contexts in ancient Mesopotamia[footnoteRef:6], more, than 2000 years later, in the 19th and 20th centuries, astrology evolved in response to changing cultural norms and scientific advancements.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. I., p. 48-49..]  [7:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 229-230., 239-242.] 


Astrological Perspectives on the Future
Astrology of Personality: A Personal Growth Approach
Dane Rudhyar emphasizes astrology’s role in understanding the self rather than foretelling a predetermined future. He was born in 1895 (lived until 1985) and in Campion’s opinion, he was to be the most influential American astrologer of the 20th century.[footnoteRef:8] He began his career in the 1930s and combined the great European psychological theories, especially those of the great Swiss psychologist, C.G. Jung.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 241.]  [9:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 248.] 


Rudhyar thinks that ‘There is no single entity as New Age astrology. Rather there are two types, one that emphasizes spiritual evolution and another that concentrates on personal development.’[footnoteRef:10] From this point of view, Rudhyar's ‘Astrology of Personality’ introduces a holistic perspective, highlighting the integration of astrology with humanistic psychology. [10:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 249.] 


Campion writes that 

‘Rudhyar concluded that there were two types of astrology. One which, as any medieval astrologer would have understood, was directed at people who were completely lacking in self-awareness, was capable of making exact forecast for individual lives. People who had no spiritual life, he reasons would be creatures of fate. The second, esoteric, variety was … aimed at the soul. … he realized that this astrology was entirely relative and had no objective, external reality. Spiritual truth, he believed, was absolute, but esoteric astrological rules were entirely a matter of convenience, changing from one culture to another as social requirements evolved. … The issue is … their usefulness in helping more people prepare for the New Age.’[footnoteRef:11]    [11:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 248.] 


Rudhyar's approach suggests a dynamic interplay between individual growth and celestial influences.[footnoteRef:12] He offers a comprehensive view of astrology. ‘Astrology is fundamentally the algebra of life.’[footnoteRef:13] He introduces the concept of astrology as a tool for personal growth and self-discovery, suggesting that the celestial configurations at one's birth provide a blueprint for understanding one’s potentialities and challenges.[footnoteRef:14] He writes that  [12:  Rudhyar, Dane, Astrology of Personality, Preface to the third edition (1970) p.10-17.]  [13:  Rudhyar, Dane, Astrology of Personality, p.35.]  [14:  Rudhyar, Dane, Astrology of Personality, p.233, 365-366] 


‘A birth-chart is the symbolical macrocosmic representation of the potential fullness of the perfected microcosm. It is the “blueprint” of the complete man. It is therefore nothing but a set of potentialities; and it defines by implication everything that could possibly be found in the perfected man.’[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.365.] 

He thinks that the natal chart is a celestial snapshot at the moment of birth and does not seal one's fate but rather outlines a map of potentials and existential challenges. This perspective implies that while the natal chart may suggest certain predispositions, it is ultimately the individual's self-awareness and growth that determine the realization of these potentials.[footnoteRef:16] ‘The self is to be known: Destiny is to be fulfilled. … Selfhood is a space-factor. … Destiny is the schedule of growth of the plant.’[footnoteRef:17] and ‘selfhood in the becoming.’[footnoteRef:18]  [16:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.14., 163., 379., 398., 435., 452.]  [17:   Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.366.]  [18:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.367.] 

Rudhyar's idea is that life is a symphony of cycles—from the daily rotation of the Earth to the vast epochs marked by the precession of the equinoxes. Each cycle offers opportunities for growth, learning, and transformation. Understanding one's place within these cosmic cycles can empower an individual to make conscious choices that align with their deeper purpose and potential.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.184., 209., 411., 447., 451.,452.] 

In the 12th Chapter of his book, he writes about ‘Selfhood and Destiny’. His point of view is that 
‘fulfillment is durational and cyclic—holistic —in its essence. It is a process which unfolds at the very core of duration, and is conditioned by the general laws of cyclic becoming. ... every fulfillment, though we may analyze it spatially and intellectually as purely relative—in terms of some greater whole—is, after all, an absolute. It is absolute in as much as wholeness is operating absolutely through every fulfilled whole, small or large. In fact, smallness or greatness are spatial, “knowledge” valuations. In terms of fulfillment, every fulfilled whole is actually and absolutely God. This is the realization often symbolized by the term “eternal now.” We may call it a “mystical” realization.’[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.364. ] 

Rudhyar's ‘Astrology of Personality’ challenges the deterministic view of astrology (see next chapter). 
He also emphasizes the concept of ‘self-actualization’, a term borrowed from humanistic psychology, which refers to the process of realizing one's unique talents and capabilities. In the astrological context, this means engaging with one's natal chart not as a fixed destiny but as a dynamic field of possibilities.[footnoteRef:21] For Rudhyar, the planets and their configurations symbolize different facets of the human experience—emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual. He argues that these celestial markers do not dictate a predetermined path but rather offer insights into the individual's inherent strengths and challenges.[footnoteRef:22] By proposing a future that is negotiable and shaped by individual consciousness and so astrology is a guide rather than a dictator of fate[footnoteRef:23]. Jindřich Veselý adds to it that Rudhyar ‘also spoke particularly and deliberately to people with a specific mindset and worldview in order to change it.’[footnoteRef:24] [21:  Rudhyar, Dane, Astrology of Personality, p.13.]  [22:  Rudhyar, Dane Astrology of Personality, p.427-458.]  [23:  Brady, Bernadette, Living with Fate, Conclusion p.12-14.]  [24:  Veselý, Jindřich, Dane Rudhyar’s concept of transpersonal life, p.24.] 

Classical Astrology: A Deterministic View
In contrast to Rudhyar's modern, humanistic and psychological approach, Ptolemy's ‘Tetrabiblos’ presents a more deterministic view of astrology. 
Ptolemy was born around 1800 years earlier (around 70 CE) than Dane Rudhyar and lived in Alexandria in a scholarly environment.[footnoteRef:25] ‘He appears to have adapted Cicero’s division of divination into two parts by presenting astronomy … The first was … the Almagest, … the second was … the Tetrabiblos.[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. I., p. 209.]  [26:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. I., p. 209.] 


Riley writes that Ptolemy's ‘Tetrabiblos’ is the Bible of astrology reflecting the ancient perspective on celestial influences.[footnoteRef:27] Ptolemy's conceptualization of fate and destiny within astrology provides a spectacular point of view.[footnoteRef:28]  [27:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.1.]  [28:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.2-3.] 


‘Tetrabiblos’ elucidates the celestial mechanics and planetary influences on earthly events and offers a comprehensive framework for understanding planetary influences. Saturn, the slowest-moving among the visible planets, assumes an important role in Ptolemaic astrology, signifying enduring challenges and obstacles.[footnoteRef:29] Ptolemy believes that there is a link between heaven and earth. He provides rational and scientific bases while using the details of astrology. He gives logical explanation to secure his statements.[footnoteRef:30]  [29:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 89., p. 339-349, p.429-435]  [30:  Houlding, Deborah, The Houses – The Temples of the Sky p. 109.] 


‘Ptolemy brought the abstracting theorizing, model-building tendencies of Babylonian astrology to Greece, but gave them a naturalistic justification which meant he hoped that it was difficult to challenge them.’[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. I., p. 211.] 

Ptolemy thinks that the planets and their movements exert a profound influence on terrestrial events and human affairs, they have a direct and fixed impact on earthly events and human destinies. He begins his discussion of astrology in general: first he lays down the principles that are universally true, then he applies them in individual cases.[footnoteRef:32] He identifies the planets (Sun, Moon, Mercury, Jupiter, and Saturn) according to their powers and qualities.[footnoteRef:33]  [32:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.16.]  [33:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1.3-9. p.35-59] 

For example, he sees Saturn as a cool and dry planet, who effects maleficent[footnoteRef:34] nature. He is masculine and diurnal. (Diurnal means when the planet is a morning star.[footnoteRef:35]) Ptolemy marks him destructive.[footnoteRef:36] Saturn emerges as a celestial force with distinctive qualities, shaping destinies through its deliberate and measured movements. Saturn ‘is furthest removed both from the sun’s heat and moist exhalations about earth.’[footnoteRef:37] The slow progression of Saturn through the zodiacal signs symbolizes the gradual unfolding of life's lessons, making it a central consideration in horoscopic analysis.[footnoteRef:38] [34:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1.3-9. p.39.]  [35:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1.3-9. p.43.]  [36:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1.3-9. p.39-43]  [37:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1.3-9. p.37]  [38:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1V. p.373-399] 

Ptolemy distinguishes two types of astronomical forecasting: the first is astronomy in order and precision is the method for forecasting the motions of the stars (in Almagest); and the second is astrology, the method of forecasting the effects on the earth of these motions (in ‘Tetrabiblos’)[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.10.] 

He begins Book I,Chapter 3 with the proposition 
‘In somewhat summary fashion it has been shown how prognostication by astronomical means is possible, and that it can go no further than what happens in the ambient and the consequences to man from such causes - that is, it concerns the original endowments of faculties and activities of soul and body, their occasional diseases, their endurance for a long or a short time, and, besides all external circumstances that have a directive and natural connection with the original gifts of nature, such as property and marriage in the case of the body and honour and dignities in that of the soul, and finally what befalls them from time to time.’[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1, p. 21.] 

In Chapter 3.5, he laid down a general principle for forecasting. He writes that ’ In other words, the astrologer must use his own judgement and experience in evaluating possible combinations’[footnoteRef:41] In Chapter 4.4, Ptolemy first specifies which points of the ecliptic control occupations, then describes the effects of the stars taken individually, finally he specifies the effects of additional stars in aspect with the governing star:[footnoteRef:42] Ptolemy's approach suggests a universe where the future holds a degree of predictability based on the positions of the stars and planets at any given moment, leaving less room for negotiation.  [41:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.17.]  [42:  Riley, Mark, Theoretical and Practical Astrology, p.16.] 

He thinks that 
‘Foreknowledge of events that will happen in any case is superfluous’[footnoteRef:43], ‘Rather it is true that the movement of the heavenly bodies, to be sure, is eternally performed in accordance with divine, unchangeable destiny, while the change of earthly things is subject to a natural and mutable fate, and in drawing its first causes from above it is governed by chance and natural sequence.’[footnoteRef:44] [43:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1, p. 23.]  [44:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1, p. 23.] 

He points out that for the Egyptians, 
‘certain means of avoiding, averting, or remedying universal and particular conditions arising from the environment were never devised, if they had guessed that the future could not be moved and changed. But as it is, they place the faculty of resisting by orderly natural means in second rank to the decrees of fate, and have yoked to the possibility of prognostication its useful and beneficial faculty, through what they call their into mathematical systems ...’.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos Book 1, p. 33.] 

‘Tetrabiblos’ asserts a sophisticated system where each celestial body, through its unique characteristics and relationships with others, plays a part in life on Earth. Its deterministic outlook illustrates a worldview where humans find their experiences and personalities influenced by the heavens.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  Cooper, Glen M., Galen and Astrology, p.21.] 

The Development of the Personality: Psychological Astrology
Campion writes that ‘Leo, Jung and Rudhyar did their best to redesign astrology in order to actively manipulate the future.’[footnoteRef:47]  [47:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 286.] 

Campion mentions Alan Leo as ‘the most influential astrologer in the English speaking world in the early twentieth century.[footnoteRef:48] He also cites Leo’s ‘first part of the definition of astrology proposed around 1900’[footnoteRef:49] – ‘The science which defines the action of celestial bodies upon human character and its expression in the physical world.’[footnoteRef:50] [48:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 222.]  [49:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 222.]  [50:   Alan Leo, The Complex Dictionery of Astrology in Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 222.] 

Campion’s opinion is that ‘Jung was the seminal figure in the development of twentieth-century astrological thought, probably even more so than Alan Leo.  He gave astrology an intelligent modern voice, allowing it to appeal to a much wider educated constituency than had previously been the case.’[footnoteRef:51]  [51:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 251.] 

Similar to Rudhyar, Jung thinks that ‘the soul of man has something to do with the stars, and of course that has to do with astrology.’[footnoteRef:52] But he goes further and writes that ‘It is as if the human soul consisted of qualities coming from the stars; apparently the stars have qualities that fit our psychology. This is because of the original fact that astrology is a projection of man's unconscious psychology onto the stars."[footnoteRef:53] [52:  Jung, Visions 1, my italics, p.636. in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.14.]  [53:  Jung, Visions 1, my italics, p.636. in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.14.] 

Jung’s opinion is that ‘Astrology is a primordial experience similar to alchemy.’[footnoteRef:54] Based on Plato’s theory of forms, he proposes that archetypal symbols embedded in astrology are expressions of universal themes inherent in the human psyche. Synchronicity, the meaningful coincidence between inner and outer events, challenges the dichotomy between determinism and free will. ‘…the most striking aspect of our connection with the stars is that of fate. Fate evolves with time, and it is identical with time.’[footnoteRef:55] His psychological lens adds a layer to the astrological discourse, suggesting a future shaped not only by celestial influences but also by the depths of the collective unconscious. [54:  Jung, CW 12, para 12, in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.29.]  [55:  Jung, Visions 2, p. 735. in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.40.] 

As a Jungian analyst Liz Greene states that ‘Jungian-theory presents the horoscope as a mandala as a symbolic expression of the potential wholeness of life and human psyche.’[footnoteRef:56] Her contemporary was Howard Sasportas, a London-based astrologer. In an interview Campion conducted as part of his research, one of Sasportas’ clients interpreted his consultation as a ‘psychic massage’.[footnoteRef:57] After it, describing also horoscope readings, Campion writes that ‘Astrology’s essential appeal is that is establishes an intimate connection between the heavens and earth. People who visit astrologers often say that they do so in order to find out about the future, but there seems to be a deeper desire to connect with something bigger, a sense of cosmic purpose and personal meaning, of enchantment.’[footnoteRef:58]    [56:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 258.]  [57:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 287.]  [58:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 287.] 

From this point of view, Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas revolutionized the field of astrology with their work, ‘The Development of the Personality’. Their approach to astrology transcends traditional predictive methods, delving into the depths of psychological symbolism and human growth. Greene and Sasportas introduce the concept of psychological astrology, where the birth chart becomes a mosaic of potential psychological patterns and developmental pathways.[footnoteRef:59] [59:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, Introduction] 

Central to Greene and Sasportas' thesis is the idea that astrology serves as a mirror to the psyche, reflecting not only one's inherent traits and predispositions but also the evolving journey of the individual's personal development. Each planet, sign, and aspect in the natal chart signifies not just external events but inner landscapes of emotional, mental, and spiritual growth.[footnoteRef:60] This psychological view challenges the deterministic, traditional astrology, offering a flexible and empowering framework for understanding the interplay between cosmic symbolism and personal evolution.[footnoteRef:61] [60:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, Introduction]  [61:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, book-cover] 

‘The Development of the Personality’ is an innovative approach, which emphasizes that astrology should not be seen as a static blueprint[footnoteRef:62] but as a dynamic tool for self-awareness and transformation.[footnoteRef:63] They highlight the significance of psychological integration and personal growth in the astrological journey. Greene and Sasportas advocate for a view of the future that is open to negotiation, shaped by the individual's engagement with their inner world and conscious choices.[footnoteRef:64] They propose that the birth chart provides a map of potentials rather than a fixed destiny.[footnoteRef:65] They think that ‘we live in the world of the eternal youth, with endless potential’.[footnoteRef:66]  [62:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.96.]  [63:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.99., 111., 147., 189., 304.]  [64:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.27., 33., 89.]  [65:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.57., 69., 78., 245.]  [66:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.110.] 

‘Any individual is at the end of a long line of enactments of a relationship dynamic which is both a family inheritance and a mythic pattern of his or her own potential integration. … Many people do try to work with these inherited things, and the parental marriage then becomes a kind of model of potential wholeness, if one can discover a creative way of bringing the two World Parents together.’[footnoteRef:67] [67:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p.147.] 

From this point of view, individuals can explore and actualize their psychological depths through reflection and self-exploration and take ownership of their personal narratives, aligning their actions with their deeper psychological truths.
‘Even if a potential is grounded and incarnated, the divine child can always produce another potential, for he is immortal, and remains forever in a state of limitless promise. A child might grow up to be anything.’[footnoteRef:68] [68:  Greene, Liz, & Sasportas, Howard, The Development of the Personality, p. 223.] 

Astrology's Exploration Through Gauquelin's ‘Mars Effect’ and Ertel's Update
‘The single most important figure in the twentieth century attempting to prove astrology within contemporary scientific method – using isolated factors and large samples to establish statistical significance – was the French statistician Michel Gauquelin.’[footnoteRef:69] His interest in astrology originated in his youth and he was very critical of commercial astrology. His simple question was if it is ‘possible to observe common positions in heavenly bodies for the births of individuals who have manifested common tendencies throughout their lives.’[footnoteRef:70] [69:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 271.]  [70:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 272.] 

His famous research on the ‘Mars Effect’ introduces a statistically relevant correlation between the planet Mars' position at birth and the likelihood of individuals achieving prominence in sport.[footnoteRef:71] It was ‘the most provocative claim of astrological descent because it is based on immense statistical research.’[footnoteRef:72] This discovery challenged conventional astrological beliefs, sparking debates about the empirical foundations of astrology and its implications for shaping individual destinies.[footnoteRef:73] The outcome of this uneasy balance has been 40 years of attack from both sides, from sceptics and from astrologers as well.[footnoteRef:74] [71:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 273.]  [72:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.2.]  [73:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 273-274.]  [74:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.4.] 

Following Gauquelin's revelations, Ertel's update offers a contemporary lens through which to view astrology's empirical dimensions. Ertel was Emeritus Professor of Psychology at Georg-August University of Goettingen.[footnoteRef:75] He consistently demonstrated the ‘Mars Effect’s existence[footnoteRef:76]. He writes that  [75:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 274.]  [76:  Campion, Nick, A History of Western Astrology Vol. II., p. 274.] 

’The positive results raise many questions. Are they genuine or due to artifacts? Why only with eminent people? If eminent people are related to the moon and four planets, why not the sun and other planets? Why do sector positions count and not zodiac signs or planetary aspects? If planet-birth relations are genuine, what could be the cause?[footnoteRef:77] [77:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.4.] 

His analysis delves into the intricacies of statistical correlations and methodological considerations, researching the broader implications of astrology. His research concentrates on a factor analysis of 36 sectors and on cluster analysis of 11 professions.[footnoteRef:78] He also highlights that [78:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.4-6.] 

‘The increase in planetary effect with increasing eminence is remarkably regular, and could not have been produced by Gauquelin’s selecting the data—the measurement of eminence requires citation statistics and a computer, neither of which were available to Gauquelin in the 1960s. To me this rules out the possibility of data manipulation.[footnoteRef:79] [79:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.6.] 

The new collaborative test proposed by him ‘looks at the reality of the Mars effect, and at the influence of induced births.’[footnoteRef:80] Gauquelin 's research and Ertel's further analysis offer new perspectives on astrology's interactions with empirical evidence and scientific inquiry, shedding light on destiny, agency, and the evolving role of astrology in contemporary discourse. They facilitate an engagement with these uncertainties, encouraging a thoughtful analysis of astrology's evolving significance in clarifying conceptions of destiny, autonomy, and the mysteries of cosmic phenomena. The interplay between scientific inquiry and astrological beliefs offers opportunities for contemplation and a deeper understanding of the possibilities for future explorations. [80:  Ertel, Suitbert, Update on the ’Mars Effect’, p.9.
] 

Constructivism and Personal Agency
In contrast to the critical scrutiny of astrology's scientific underpinnings, but similar to Rudhyar, Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas’ perspectives, Cameron Martin's ‘Reaching for the Stars: A Constructivist Investigation of Astrology as a Tool for Self-Discovery in a New Age of Leadership’ offers a paradigm-shifting perspective on astrology as a constructivist tool for self-discovery, self-reflection, empowerment and leadership.[footnoteRef:81]  [81:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, Abstract, p. 5-6.] 

Cameron Martin submitted his dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in May 2022 at the University of San Diego.
Martin's work advocates for viewing astrology not as a predictive system but as a reflective instrument for personal growth and leadership development. He thinks that ‘Without the knowledge of one’s strengths, weaknesses, and how one’s personal experiences influence behaviour, an individual will not be able to effectively lead others.’[footnoteRef:82] He also writes that [82:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, p.183.] 

’The data in this study reveal the potential that astrology has to support the unfolding of self-knowledge, the development of one’s self-confidence through self-acceptance, and the transcending beyond people’s original perspectives to know themselves in a new way.’[footnoteRef:83] [83:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, p.184.] 

This use of astrology aligns with the idea of a negotiable future, where individuals can shape their destiny in alignment with astrological insights. Martin states that astrological practice is a social activity that helps individuals define and navigate their reality[footnoteRef:84]. Rather than passively accepting predetermined outcomes, individuals are empowered to shape their futures consciously by working with astrological insights as catalysts for introspection and transformation.  [84:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, p.185.] 

‘Perhaps the greatest potential with astrology as a meaning-making process is that it challenges existing narratives while intersecting with them, encouraging people to create new stories of themselves for them to align with.’[footnoteRef:85] [85:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, p.186.] 

This paradigm shift from determinism to constructivism redefines astrology as a medium for self-reflection, agency, and intentionality in navigating life's complexities.
By emphasizing astrology's capacity to inspire self-discovery, leadership, and personal development, Martin repositions astrology as a dynamic tool for realizing one's potential and effecting positive change in the world. This constructivist lens reframes astrology's place in the 21st century, emphasizing its capacity to foster personal agency and empower individuals to chart their own destinies. 
Conclusion
Answering the question ‘Does astrology assume that future is negotiable or fixed?’ raised at the beginning of this essay, the debate over astrology's view of the future reflects broader questions about human agency, fate, and the search for meaning in the cosmos. The essay presented different beliefs, interpretations and critiques showing that astrology's potential is to guide individuals towards self-awareness and growth. 
Synthesizing Diverse Perspectives on Astrology's View of the Future
The different perspectives presented in this essay shed light on the diverse views that shape astrology's stance on the future, from Dane Rudhyar's emphasis on personal growth and self-discovery to Ptolemy's deterministic view of celestial influence. Each of them offers a unique lens through which to understand astrology's role ‘In our increasingly uncertain world, “millions of people are looking afresh at astrology as a possible guide to understanding themselves and for planning the future”’[footnoteRef:86] [86:  Martin, C., Reaching for the Stars, p.8. referring to Marshall, 2004, p. 399] 

A wide spectrum of the ideas of Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas' psychological astrology, Michel Gauquelin's and Ertel’s research on the ‘Mars Effect’ and Cameron Martin's constructivist paradigms illustrates a fascinating divergence from strict determinism to a view of the future as intertwined with human consciousness and agency. These views challenge and complement Ptolemy’s traditional views of astrology. 
Integrating Tradition and Innovation
The complexity of astrology's view of the future diverges from determinism to constructivism. While classical astrology may suggest a fixed destiny governed by cosmic forces, modern interpretations advocate for a negotiable future shaped by personal agency and consciousness. The different point of views underscores that astrology is not just a predictive tool but a reflective opportunity which provoke thought, inspire growth and encourage a personalized negotiation with fate and free will. 
This essay’s exploration of astrology's view of the future is a kind of reminder of the dynamic nature of the ancient practice and its enduring relevance in contemporary society. This essay shows the complexities of fate, free will, and personal agency and introduces how astrology offers a guide to navigate life's uncertainties, to foster a profound engagement with the mysteries of existence and to illuminate the path to self-discovery, growth, and spiritual evolution.

Essence
The essay shows how astrology serves not only as a tool for divination but as a vehicle for exploring the depths of the human psyche and its relationship with the cosmos. 

Jung states that ‘As we all know, science began with the stars, and mankind discovered in them the dominants of the unconscious, the “gods”, as well as the curious psychological qualities of the zodiac: a complete projected theory of human character. Astrology is a primordial experience similar to alchemy.’[footnoteRef:87] He thinks that ‘... astrology represents the sum of all the psychological knowledge of antiquity. The fact that it is possible to reconstruct a person's character fairly accurately from his birth data shows relative validity of astrology.’[footnoteRef:88] Carl Jung's reflections highlight astrology's role in the summing up of ancient psychological knowledge, emphasizing its value in self-understanding and spiritual evolution. Jung’s perspective sheds light on astrology's potential to unlock human characters and destinies rooted in cosmos and celestial bodies. [87:  Jung, CW 12, para 12, in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.29.]  [88:  Jung, CW15, paras 81-82, in Andrikopoulos, Laura, ‘The Psychologisation of Astrology in the Twentieth Century’, PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2023, p.24.] 

In essence, the essay supports a deeper understanding of how humans engage with the notion of fate versus free will - a journey that astrology facilitates. It highlights astrology's capacity to reflect human yearnings for connection, meaning, and self-discovery. It does not dictate one's destiny but illuminates possibilities and challenges everybody to raise questions, and in this way inspire to mold the future through reflection, choice, and conscious growth. From this point of view, astrology is a vibrant and evolving tradition that continues to offer wisdom, insight, and inspiration for the soul's journey.
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