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This unit focuses on questions relating to the overall structure of the book of Isaiah, sometimes called the question of ‘The Unity of Isaiah’.  The reading chosen for this unit reflects the scholarly discussion about the different stages in the formation of the book.

A good place to begin reading is the article by C. Seitz, ‘How is the Prophet Isaiah present in the second half of the book?’  This lays out clearly the problems encountered. Another very good and clear article is by Peter Quinn-Miscall entitled ‘What is the Book of Isaiah?’

Two further volumes in this unit are very substantial and the various chapters in the two books will provide very useful reading for the entire module and not just for this unit.  So please keep these two books in mind for exploring subsequent units as well as this one.

The first book is by H.G.W. Williamson, The Book called Isaiah. For the purposes of this unit, it would be good to read the first chapter in this book but also to browse through some of the subsequent chapters. 

The second book is by J. Stromberg, entitled Isaiah after Exile.  Like the previous book, you will find this volume useful for the entire module and I hope you will return to it in subsequent units. Section 3, The Author of Third Isaiah as Redactor of the Book is quite a technical section of the book but highly recommended for this unit to help you explore how all aspects of the book of Isaiah are closely knitted together.

J. Blenkinsopp’s ‘Isaiah the Book’ usefully explores what we mean by a ‘book’ in biblical terms and also usefully offers some parallels with the book of Daniel. 

