Criminal law
Criminal law is like a body of rules and statutes that defines conduct prohibited by the government because it threatens and harms public safety and welfare, that establishes punishment to be imposed for the commission of such acts.
Criminal law varies according to jurisdiction, and differs from civil law, where emphasis is more on dispute resolution and victim compensation, rather than on punishment or rehabilitation.
Criminal procedure is a formalized official activity that authenticates the fact of commission of a crime and authorizes punitive or rehabilitative treatment of the offender.
There are two types of criminal laws: misdemeanours and felonies. A misdemeanour is an offense that is considered a lower-level criminal offense, such as minor assaults, traffic offenses, or petty thefts. Moreover, in most states, the penalty for the misdemeanour crime is typically one year or less.
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