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HPAH5047; HPAH6047
West meets East: Graeco-Roman Interaction with India 
(Module Syllabus)


Module Code: 		HPAH5047; HPAH6047
Credit points: 			20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Block 3
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Cobb			


AIM(S)
· To examine the nature and development of Graeco-Roman knowledge, understanding and interaction with Central Asia and the Indian Subcontinent.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· To be aware of the importance of an interdisciplinary approach to the subject, so that it is possible to evaluate the cultural, religious, political, diplomatic, military and economic exchanges of the Greeks and Romans with the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia;
· To be able to assess a wide range of ancient evidence, including written (literature, epigraphy, papyrology, ostraka), material (archaeological and archaeobotanical evidence, and numismatics), and visual (art and sculpture); 
· To show an awareness and understanding of the complex relationships that can exist between different cultures, and the means by which these cultures attempt to comprehend each other.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· A review of Archaic and Classical conceptions of India, at a time when (from a Greek perspective) India was a distant, strange and poorly understood land.
· To examine the legacy left in Central Asia and the northwest Indian subcontinent as a result of the conquests of Alexander the Great.
· To explore the Greco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek kingdoms which subsequently developed in these regions.
· To consider the development of ethnographic studies over the Classical, Hellenistic and early Imperial periods.

OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME
Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours. If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email me (m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk). You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course. 


STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform your appropriate Level Welfare Officer.

Course Outline:

This outline is indicative of the most likely content and scheduling of the module. However, this may be altered as circumstances dictate. 

WEEK 1
	
	Session 1
Monday
	Session 2
Tuesday
	Thursday
	Session 3
Friday

	THEME
	The edges of the earth
	Alexander the Great and the Conquest of India
	Session replaced by one on the Wednesday 5th December 
	The Alexander Remanence and India



WEEK 2
	
	Session 4
Monday
	Session 5
Tuesday
	Session 6
Thursday
	Session 7
Friday

	THEME
	Assessment one (oral exam)
	The Maurya
	Greeks in Afghanistan
	The wisdom of India



WEEK 3
	
	Session 8
Monday
	Session 9
Tuesday
	Session 10
Wednesday
(replacement session)
	Session 11
Thursday
	Session 12
Friday

	THEME
	Assessment two
	The Indo-Greeks Kings
	The Indian Ocean world
	India in the Roman imagination
	Preparation session (for assessment 3)



WEEK 4
	
	Session 13
Monday
	Session 14
Tuesday
	Session 15
Thursday
	

	THEME
	Assessment three
	Apollonius of Tyana
	Assessment four
	



ASSESSMENT

LEVEL 5 ASSESSMENTS
Part 1

Assessment: Oral exam (5 mins) – 15%
For this assessment you will have to read one of the selected articles (the choice is up to you). You will need to digest the information and key discussion points in this article. You will then be expected to answer a few questions that will be asked of you in an individual oral examination – i.e. over the course of roughly five minutes you will be expected to answer in a competent manner the questions set. This assessment should be relatively easy to pass if you have read the article carefully and taken on board the main points. The competency with which you answer the questions will be assessed below:

Mark range:
0-39%: little to no response to a question – if anything is said it is widely irrelevant
40-55%: basic, rather short answer to the question, but one that is at least partially relevant
56-69%: a more detailed answer that is largely relevant, largely free of errors or misconceptions 
70+%: a competent, quite detailed answer to the question which suggests a coherent grasp of the main arguments / discussion points of the article – higher marks will be garnered for sophisticated, nuanced responses to the question (including being methodologically informed, and cognizant of wider scholarly issues or debates in the relevant area)

Students will need to pick one of the following articles to answer question on:

Bosworth, A. B. (2003) ‘The Indian Campaigns, 327-325 BC’, in Roisman, J. (ed.), Brill’s Companion to Alexander the Great, Leiden: Brill: 159-168.

Karttunen, K. (1997) ‘Ctesias in Transmission and Tradition’, Topoi 7 (2): 635-646.

Stoneman, R. (1995) ‘Naked Philosophers: The Brahmans in the Alexander Historians and the Alexander Romance’, Journal of Hellenic Studies 115: 99-114.

Part 2

Assessment: In class test (45 minutes) – 25%
A series of short multiple choice questions and a short gobbet, based on material already covered in the module, will be set. 

Part 3

Assessment: Group presentation (20 minutes) – 30%
In a group of two or three, students will be required to present on a topic (the choice will be arranged in consultation with the lecturer). How the students divide up the relevant sections of the presentation is down to their discretion. 

Part 4

Assessment: Take home exam (2,000 words) – 30%
Students will pick up the exam in the morning (10am) and be required to submit the piece on Panopto by 4pm that afternoon. A choice of six essay question will be provided, the students will be required to select one. The essay questions will be related to content covered in the module. 


LEVEL 5 ASSESSMENTS

Part 1

Assessment: Oral exam (5 mins) – 10%
For this assessment you will have to read one of the selected articles (the choice is up to you). You will need to digest the information and key discussion points in this article. You will then be expected to answer a few questions that will be asked of you in an individual oral examination – i.e. over the course of roughly five minutes you will be expected to answer in a competent manner the questions set. This assessment should be relatively easy to pass if you have read the article carefully and taken on board the main points. The competency with which you answer the questions will be assessed below:

Mark range:
0-39%: little to no response to a question – if anything is said it is widely irrelevant
40-55%: basic, rather short answer to the question, but one that is at least partially relevant
56-69%: a more detailed answer that is largely relevant, largely free of errors or misconceptions 
70+%: a competent, quite detailed answer to the question which suggests a coherent grasp of the main arguments / discussion points of the article – higher marks will be garnered for sophisticated, nuanced responses to the question (including being methodologically informed, and cognizant of wider scholarly issues or debates in the relevant area)

Students will need to pick one of the following articles to answer question on:

Bosworth, A. B. (2003) ‘The Indian Campaigns, 327-325 BC’, in Roisman, J. (ed.), Brill’s Companion to Alexander the Great, Leiden: Brill: 159-168.

Karttunen, K. (1997) ‘Ctesias in Transmission and Tradition’, Topoi 7 (2): 635-646.

Stoneman, R. (1995) ‘Naked Philosophers: The Brahmans in the Alexander Historians and the Alexander Romance’, Journal of Hellenic Studies 115: 99-114.

Part 2

Assessment: In class test (1 hour) – 35%
A series of short multiple choice questions and a short gobbet, based on material already covered in the module, will be set. 

Part 3

Assessment: Group presentation (20 minutes) – 25%
In a group of two or three, students will be required to present on a topic (the choice will be arranged in consultation with the lecturer). How the students divide up the relevant sections of the presentation is down to their discretion. 

Part 4

Assessment: Take home exam (2,000 words) – 30%
Students will pick up the exam in the morning (10am) and be required to submit the piece on Panopto by 4pm that afternoon. A choice of six essay question will be provided, the students will be required to select one. The essay questions will be related to content covered in the module. 


Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.



Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that you inform the lecturer as well as the appropriate Level Welfare Office. This is so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your feedback, in most instances, will be returned electronically through Moodle. 

Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Essential
Boardman, J. 2015. The Greeks in Asia. London: Thames & Hudson. 
Parker, G. 2008. The Making of Roman India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Recommended
Errington, E., Cribb, J. E., and Clanngbull, M. (eds.), 1992. The Crossroads of Asia. Transformation in Image and Symbol in the Art of Ancient Afghanistan and Pakistan. Cambridge: The Ancient India and Iran Trust.
Holt, F. L. 1999. Thundering Zeus. The Making of Hellenistic Bactria. London: University of California Press.
Mair, R. 2014. The Hellenistic Far East: Archaeology, Language and Identity in Greek Central Asia. California: University of California Press. 
Narian, A. K. 1980. The Indo-Greeks. Delhi: Oxford University Press.
Sedlar, J. W. 1980. India and the Greek World: A Study in the Transmission of Culture. Totowa, N.J: Rowman & Littlefield.

Background
Kulke, H. and Rothermund, D. 1986. A History of India. London: Routledge.
Tarn, W. W. 1938. The Greeks in Bactria & India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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