What are the differences prior and during the pandemic within filming production in Wales? 

Introduction
Reflecting to my last project on light and sound, Kevin Smith who is a film maker said to take stock of your inventory and use what you can work with. knowing I live in Wales and being a student in Swansea, so the writing that follows will show my initiation on the topics for the argument how has filmmaking change prior and during the pandemic within Wales.
Cases I will be talking about 
In case number 1, I will reflect on the global Covid-19 pandemic and how it has affected film production and the impact on film industry in Wales. Additionally, how the pandemic has affected different boundaries that have now halted mass production of current projects. Through this research a better understanding of the issues will be clarified, through two films created and produced by a welsh director Kevin Allen by the comparison of both case elements.
In case number 2, I want to showcase the development of film production before Covid-19 in Wales. Being Welsh, is something special with tales and heritage, love of rugby, to welsh lore’s of King Arthur and Merlin and different places that have amazing welsh legends. These attract people all over the world, and due to the pandemic, it has made me appreciate the landscape I call home. This country also has a welsh dragon as a flag so I felt I would use something that means a lot to me, as they say; “you can take a man out Wales but never can change is home”. 

Kevin Allen, is known for being the director of controversial welsh film across the world called Twin town that is set in Wales and the chosen location of Swansea. As a university student, I wanted to show “pretty shitty city” that I will be studying next three years of my life.  



THE ARGUMANT 
Case 1- introduction 
I am now going to demonstrate my reason of understanding the effects of Covid-19. That the impact they now faced through manifest of different challenges that they can keep people at home also the movie lovers to feel connected through the lockdown period, the film I have chosen to talk about with you is by Kevin Allen called La Cha Cha set in the Gower campsite with residents of elderly coming together in local cause that they need to make money not for elderly people to go into homes,  as main character is about a girl who invests a campsite from her grandparents and now needs to win a competition to keep her new intwined residents a place to call home.
 as she faces financial difficulties while keeping the comedy element intact by having a naked brass band of elderly men showing they talents and keeping the witty charismatic approach as Kevin Allen that is well known for. Also, the film will feature the reappearance of the ac cobra from twin town that the Lewis twins wreck the rugby fields of Bonymaen Rfc. 
Case 1- impact of COVID-19 on film production on La Cha Cha
Many of the cast from Twin Town have united to come fourth dew to being board and feel being a part of something during lockdown as most of the filming was done, by via filming on the new iPhone to showcase a different feel and I like as I have used my phone on my last project, so I thought be cool to link the filming capture process, 
Kevin Allen quotes “we’ve obviously had to respect industry COVID-19 guidelines, but as much of the film is set outside, we’ve been able to do that without too much difficulty, we’ve filmed it with iPhone fitted with anamorphic lenses- speciality tools which affected how images are projected onto the camera sensor. It is the future for film making”.
“The set has felt like a mix of festival and film culture. It has been unbelievable positive a real, Zeitgeist feeling. We’ve battled storms and we have battled everything thrown at us to get it done.”
“Has there been a huge a huge amount of effort from locals, many of whom have appeared as extras and they become part of the film family”.
In addition, getting the old gang back together, Werganrose farm where I’ve also stayed during secondary school for fishing trip for the boys of year eleven so I now the location and beautiful different scenic views that I also think that Kevin Allen would feature different scenery, also having unique broad of different actors and actresses such as Andy Serkis who is massive inspiration to me as my life involves around lord of the rings trilogy as Gollum , also Stacy from Gavin Stacey portrayed as the lovely Melanie Walters.
My own thoughts to case 1 on la cha cha
I feel despite the challenges that Kevin and his film crew have really shown, is a welsh pride of tackling the guidelines and composing with different set of film equipment such as iPhone with specific lens fitted especially the hard times that COVID-19 bringing people together than rather apart, also the location that I link with Werganrose farm, and the cast and would love someday maybe having the privilege to see him working in action. 
My preferences 
Case Study 1  
 During the pandemic  
La Cha Cha Kevin Allen  
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/film-news/cast-twin-town-reunite-new-18878830 
 


Case 2 – introduction 
My second instalment will be talking about a film made by Kevin Allen called Twin Town. This was made before the COVID-19 pandemic. It was made during the 70s period of Swansea and showing an audience of a rural environment of wales, about two twins who run their lives of car theft and drugs, until when they farther, Fatty, has accident falling of roof at Mr Cartwright rugby club that the AC cobra ruins the fields and find out from the karaoke kings, that fatty in the hospital and what happened.
after going to the hospital and the Lewis twins feel enraged and  go and see Bryn Cartwright about compensation to find out he is a cowboy builder and give the boys ten quid each to get some “sticky sticky” and f off, the events unfold of the Lewis twins killing there dog, then Mr cartwright  tells one of bent coppers to kill there dog “eye for eye and dog for dog” but ends up blowing up the caravan and the dog survives as fatty and his wife and her daughter sadly die to explosion caused by fire and the Lewis twins then seek revenge the movie does take a dark turn. One of my favourite scene is when the Lewis twins hijack a hot dog truck and are up port Talbot mountain looking over the church and a welsh farmer turns up with his dog, and asks the Lewis twin for hotdog but they spike it with magic mushrooms and bites it in one bite and walks of leaving the boys and giving them 20p he says when hes ordering “there loads of hungry customers down there by church you make a killing” as Lewis twins are watching they family funeral of fatty and his wife and daughter, then they end up nicking fatty inside his coffin as when he was in hospital “ I would sea barrel, with the welsh cwier and of I plop”  its really interesting seeing the different places that where they have filmed, and ive been past or been where at train station when the copper looks art the floor and says ambition is critical and hes says “ they should said pretty shitty city, I like that, and the other says “ he didn’t do so much cocaine as you did, did you boyo.
Its awesome to see how Swansea has grown over the years and how very different life style and they dress, compare to how we dress today and appreciate to have something where I study mass fan base following and few years ago they celebrated the 2oth anniversary of Twin Town and was massive screen play in Swansea, I hope someday I can create a movie that inspires a generation like Kevin Alan has and really truly feel apart of the story every time I go to Swansea and feeling nostalgia and wonder how many times it took the takes, how did they manage to do filming and Swansea is lively place.
My own thoughts on case 2
through many films I have watched this is one unique movie, and the cast if was ever re-made first original it would not have the same impact if they changed the casting, many of the cast from this film had set them up like Rhys Ifans who played as Mr Happy as another Welsh story and playing important role in Notting Hill that was realised 21 May 1999. I really enjoyed researching and understanding the difference between post pandemic and dew the covid proses of filming. 
Case Study 2  
Twin Town  
https://www2.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/lists/10-great-films-set-wales 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48839198 
https://filmhubwales.org/en/films/twin-town/ 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120394/ 



 





 

 
