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Abstract
[bookmark: _yhhvdj2b97ur]The following research was based on understanding the impact that the Virtual learning environment can have on the learners during the educational process. The Research assessed both the positive and the negative factors that were needed to gain efficiency in the research. The data was collected and analysed using different techniques. The Virtual learning Environment can help the educators in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. The research was based on understanding the increase in the efficiency that can happen in the educational process for the learners. The VLE also enhances the impact of the teachers on the learners in meeting their individual learning needs.
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[bookmark: _Toc102045477]Introduction
The following research is based on understanding the impact of the Virtual learning environment within the educational process. The research will highlight the benefits that the learners get along with the negative factors that could hinder their learning ability. Also, the different areas in which the learner can improve their performance can be understood with the use of the VLE in the learning process.
[bookmark: _uscd9fglzxsg][bookmark: _Toc102045478]Rationale
The main purpose of this research is to understand the impact of VLE in the learning environment within the “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. The research will focus on the different procedures that are taken by the teachers within the university in improving the performance of the learners by using the VLE. The importance of the VLE can also be understood from this research.
[bookmark: _vz1uzaefdr2x][bookmark: _Toc102045479]Research Aims and Objectives
The aim of the research is to highlight the positive and negative impact that the Virtual Learning environment has on the learners from “The University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. The following are certain objectives that have been set by the researcher in order to make sure that the research aims can be reached effectively.
[bookmark: _8golq8lr5v2m][bookmark: _Toc102045480]Literature review
The literature review is mainly based on the secondary data collection materials like journals, articles, school websites etc. In this literature review, certain journals and articles will be covered that will highlight the impact of the VLE on the learners.
Virtual Learning Environment
According to Borba et al. (2018), the Virtual Learning Environment is the web-based method of completing all the educational objectives. This process gives a certain amount of flexibility for the learners to complete their educational objectives. Also, the VLE can provide access to learners from different parts of the world. Hence the learners can meet their individual needs by taking the education from the flexible places that they wish to take. This helps the educators within the University to make sure that the demographic barrier does not come within the learning process. Also, allowing the students to cover a large number of educational topics within a short period of time is possible with the help of the VLE. The VLE is a way in which videos, powerpoints, images, etc as resources. Methods like peer assessment, feedback and annual assessment procedures are also implemented. 
Need for VLE in education
As per Ayub et al. (2018), VLE is an important aspect that every university must adopt in the educational process. The Learners within the university can use the VLE to make sure that the learning process is improved and the overall understanding can be increased. It is a student-centred approach where the students are given all the resources that they need to fulfil their individual learning needs. Also, the overall impact that the VLE can have on the learners increases the efficiency of the learning process within the University. 
According to Torres Martín et al. (2021), the recent Covid-19 pandemic had a serious impact on the lives of several people across the world. The educational process had to be paused for a certain period within the UK. During this period as the nation was on lockdown, VLE was the best possible way through which the University was able to meet the needs of the learners. The demographic barrier that rose during this period was effectively countered by using the Virtual Learning Environment where the students had access to all the study materials through the digital medium of education. 
The positive impact of VLE on learners
As stated by Vaidyanathan (2018), there are several benefits that both the teachers and the learners can have by using the VLE within the educational process. The Virtual learning environment can help the learners give certain flexibility of time where they can record the classes that are being conducted and use it at their time to understand the topic that has been taught. The educator that is using the VLE to teach the students of the university can make all the difference. There are a lot of ways at the disposal of the teacher to make sure that the learners can understand the educational content. These methods are e-learning videos, animated course content, interactive games, and online activities. The performance of the learners can easily be tracked within the virtual learning environment. The digital resources being used help the teacher within the university to make sure that the performance that the learner is giving can be tracked and made sure that the overall performance can be improved.
The negative impact of VLE on learners
According to Odrekhivskyy et al. (2019), there are certain negative factors of using the VLE as well where the overall educational process might get hindered as well. The technology that is being used in the educational process can get hindered because of the malfunction within the technology. The network is another failure barrier that can arise within the virtual learning process. Virtual learning environments can often create a certain sense of isolation in which the learners might feel that they are not looked after properly. This can create a feeling within the learner that they do not wish to continue with the topic anymore. The high amount of screen time can affect the learners developing certain stress on their visual ability.
[bookmark: _lfktw9hsmcs8][bookmark: _Toc102045481]Research Methodology
The research methodology helps in understanding the different methods that have been used by the researchers in order to increase the efficiency of the research and develop a certain accuracy. This accuracy will be dependent on the data that is being collected by the researchers regarding the virtual learning environment impacting the learners within the “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. 
[bookmark: _5bktmetubiwj][bookmark: _Toc102045482]Qualitative, Quantitative and Combined approach
Qualitative approach - The data that can be collected in the form of a more descriptive and expressive manner rather than numerical factors can be determined as qualitative data. There are certain approaches to collecting qualitative data like questionnaires, interviews, focus groups etc (Noyes et al., 2019). These methods focus on collecting data from specific individuals that have the knowledge regarding the topic that is being researched. The qualitative approach is focused on more quality data over quantity.
Quantitative approach - This approach is more focused on gaining information from a large section of the population. This data collection will assess the quantity in which the researcher can gain knowledge from a large number of people and the understanding of the topic that is being researched (Hobson, 2019). The common examples of quantitative data collection techniques are probability sampling, surveys etc. 
Combined approach
The combined approach is based on using both the quantitative and the qualitative methods so that the quality and wanting of the research can be taken into consideration of the overall efficiency of the research will increase. However, the time needed to collect the data will also increase. The combined approach will help the researchers in making sure that the gaps can below within the research making sure that the range of data being collected satisfies the objectives of the research. 
[bookmark: _yopnc5o38r3y][bookmark: _Toc102045483]Data collection
The data that is being collected in this research will be based on both the primary and the secondary data collection. The data that is being collected is done through the survey within the primary data collection method (Sylvia, 2018). This survey will be conducted in an online procedure. Also, the overall objectives of the research can be met by gaining knowledge from the students regarding the impact of the VLE on their learning process. The overall increase in the amount for efficiency in the learning process can be achieved with the VLE. The survey will be conducted in order to understand that. The secondary collection will also be conducted in which the data will be collected by highlighting certain secondary data collection materials. The journals and articles will be the primary source of collecting the data (Trinh, 2018). 
[bookmark: _49attfx9pt09][bookmark: _Toc102045484]Sampling size and technique
The sampling size for the research is taken to be 20 students that are learning within the “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. The technique used to select this sample has been done through the random sampling method. This sampling method has been selected to avoid any bias that may arise and the student might feel that they have not been selected for some reason (Sileyew, 2019). Conducting this sampling technique balances the probability of gaining both positive and negative feedback on the impact of VLE on the educational process of the university. The journals and articles were also selected in the same way for the research.
[bookmark: _hztvgzqq56t6][bookmark: _Toc102045485]Ethical consideration
It is essential to consider certain factors while collecting data from a  certain population. The identity of the students has been kept anonymous within this research. Also, the data that has been collected stays protected through the Data Protection Act of 2010. There was no coercion done on the student while collecting the data (Ghani et al., 2020). Also, the students were informed regarding the topic of the research before they were provided with the questionnaire for the sample.
[bookmark: _h76bg1ubp4lz][bookmark: _Toc102045486]Results and Findings
[bookmark: _ynnns6pkiorm][bookmark: _Toc102045487]Primary Data Analysis
	Question 1 - Did the VLE improve their educational process?

	ANswers
	Total Sample
	Sample by %
	Percentage

	Yes
	20
	14
	70%

	No
	20
	4
	20%

	Did not answer
	20
	2
	10%


Table 1: Questionnaire
(Source: created by the learner)
[image: ]
Fig 1: Pie Chart For Question 1
(Source: created by the learner)
Analysis - This data clearly shows that the majority of the students have been affected positively by the introduction of VLE by the University in the educational process.
	Question 2 - Is the increase in screen time due to the VLE affecting their health in any way?

	ANswers
	Total Sample
	Sample by %
	Percentage

	Yes
	20
	6
	30%

	No
	20
	12
	60%

	Did not answer
	20
	2
	10%


Table 2: Questionnaire
(Source: created by the learner)
[image: ]
Fig 2: Pie Chart For Question 2
(Source: created by the learner)
Analysis - This data shows the effect that the VLE can have on the health of the learners.
	Question 3- Has VLE reduced the time needed for the learning process?

	ANswers
	Total Sample
	Sample by %
	Percentage

	Yes
	20
	16
	80%

	No
	20
	2
	10%

	Did not answer
	20
	2
	10%


Table 3: Questionnaire
(Source: created by the learner)
[image: ]
Fig 3: Pie Chart for Question 3
(Source: created by the learner)
Analysis - The above data shows that the learners have been facilitated with the opportunity to fulfil their educational needs within a lesser time using the Virtual Learning Environment.
[bookmark: _32jw4wuhy23h][bookmark: _Toc102045488]Secondary Data analysis
In order to analyse the secondary data, a thematic analysis will be conducted.
	Theme
	Year
	Authors
	Name

	1
	2019
	Abuhlfaia and de Quincey
	Evaluating the usability of an e-learning platform within higher education from a student perspective.

	2
	2018
	Zeide and Nissenbaum
	Learner privacy in MOOCs and virtual education.


Table 4: Thematic table
(Source: created by the learner)
Analysis of Theme 1 - This theme is based on highlighting the positive impact that the VLE has on the student with the higher education courses in different universities. The flexibility that the VLE provides has been covered in this theme (Abuhlfaia and de Quincey, 2019).
Analysis of Theme 2 - This theme is based on highlighting the negative factors where the privacy of the learners gets hindered due to excess information needed in the login process of the VLE platforms (Zeide and Nissenbaum, 2018).
[bookmark: _c7tq7t9gaxjp][bookmark: _Toc102045489]Summary of the findings
The findings clearly highlight the different areas where the VLE can help the learners within the university and the negative aspects that can hinder the long term process of education. The findings have gathered a certain level of balance between the positive and negative impacts of the VLE.
[bookmark: _13sj30qts5jh][bookmark: _Toc102045490]Conclusion and Recommendations
The above research was based on understanding the impact that the VLE has on the learning process of the student within the University. The different factors that arise within the educational process through this procedure have been assessed. The research covered the literature review in which different journals and articles were covered. This was followed by the primary and secondary data collection.
There are certain recommendations that can help improve the experience of the learners in using the VLE in their respective universities.
· The lessons that are being taught must be recorded for future revision.
· The presentations being covered must be short and precise.
· There has to be more than one source of information being provided by the educators.
· [bookmark: _h83nhecgtvzv]The feedback system must be practised within the Virtual learning environment.
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