[bookmark: _Int_ljWj7ID9]In England and Wales, police forces across both country's play a significant role within the English and Welsh justice system. The police forces work tirelessly all year-round preventing crime, gathering evidence, investigating crimes and making arrests. But how significant is their role within the English and Welsh justice system? In this document topics will be discussed such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Human rights and its effect on policing and how police personnel play a part in court proceedings. Also, in this document, statistics will be shown on police techniques such as stop and search, the treatment of suspects and statistics regarding arrests. 

[bookmark: _Int_8QgdfQ8E][bookmark: _Int_6q5KLwli] Firstly, according to the House of commons library police forces are ‘responsible for the prevention, detection and investigation of crime.’ The police forces play a significant role in the justice system by enforcing the laws which are set out by the government. Across the country police forces are at the front line of crime and play a huge part in the arrests and prosecution of offenders. The police forces start the process of prosecuting an offender. From arresting suspects on the street to gathering evidence they must present a case to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) who will decide whether the case is strong enough to be brought to court and trialled. The CPS is independent from the police forces and the government, ensuring that they prosecute people for the right charges which is why unless there is a clear case with incriminating evidence often suspects will not be trialled. Under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) comes the rules and regulations police forces in England and Wales must abide by. PACE is in place to ensure the balance of police powers and the level of freedom the public get. According to the home Office, within PACE there are six elements of police power which come under this code of practice. These being stop and search, arrest, detention, investigation, identification and interviewing detainees. Each element of PACE is under a code and these codes spanning from code A down to code I are what the police forces of England and Wales are legally bound to follow. When a case is presented to the CPS procedures such as PACE will be looked at to make sure all policing has been done lawfully. If it is deemed that PACE was not followed correctly the case may be deemed inadmissible and the case can be thrown out of court. This shows the significance of policing in the criminal justice system as they must follow procedures and do everything by the book to lawfully gather evidence to prosecute a suspect. Stop and search comes under section 1 of PACE. Stop and search gives police officers the right to search you if they suspect on reasonable grounds that you may be carrying stolen property, drugs, anything you may use to commit a crime or any weapons. In accordance with PACE before you are searched the officer conducting the search must fully identify themself and what station they are located at, why and what they are searching for and why they can legally search you. You are only allowed to be searched without a reason if the order has been given by a senior officer. Statistics from the home office in the year ending March 31, 2023, states that in England and Wales police forces ‘conducted 547,003 stop and searches’ which lead to ‘74,097’ arrests being made. These two statistics alone show the importance of stop and search powers as more than 74,000 people were arrested due to what they were carrying on their person. Statistics such as the ones above show not only the importance of a proactive policing approach but also the importance police forces have in the criminal justice system as people are being arrested and potentially taking people off the streets who are a danger to the public. When the police arrest someone and they are brought into custody, the police bear responsibility for that individual and are responsible for their health, well-being, and safety. When someone is arrested the first thing to be done is the arresting officer will caution the suspect. As stated by the Police Station Agent, in the UK a caution is as the following, ‘you do not have to say anything. But it may harm your defence if you do not mention when questioned something you later rely on in court. Anything you do say may be given in evidence.’ Suspects are cautioned before any questions are given because anything they admit to or any answers they have given could be seen as inadmissible in court. This is because a caution is making sure the suspect is aware of their rights and the potential consequences of their actions or statements. The treatment of suspects shows how important the police are to the English and Welsh justice system because everything is done with respect and fairly from the initial arrest to the questioning and detention of suspects in custody. In the UK human rights shape our laws, our policing and allow everybody to be protected by the Human Rights Act 1998. These rights are set out by the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). All laws in the UK are created around the ECHR to ensure that human rights are being seen through and followed to ensure everyone is getting fair treatment. PACE is based heavily on human rights which is why there are strict rules and procedures when it comes to topics such as stop and search and arrests. Any failure to comply with PACE comes with many consequences as it can stop a case from being prosecuted even if the evidence is extremely strong. Police officers play a huge part of a whole investigation and prosecution as their duties do not end after the investigation is complete. Not only do they have to gather the evidence and investigate the crime they may also be called upon to be a witness or give expert opinions in court. If an officer is a direct witness to a crime, there is a strong possibility that they could be called upon to stand in front of the court and speak from experiences or what they witnessed when the crime was being committed. It is important that police act as witnesses whenever possible because a statistic from the ministry of justice concluded that ‘32% of adults reported that they had seen at least one incident of threatening or violent behaviour, vandalism, theft or burglary’. This 32% of adults who states they had been a witness to one of these crimes never admitted to police they were a witness and never reported these incidents to the police. This leaves the crimes which have been committed go without being reported or crimes having no evidence to investigate further. Another example of police personnel being in front of a court is a forensic examiner. A forensic examiner is a higher qualified expert in their field of work and are often called upon to give information of how evidence may point towards a verdict. This shows that the police play a huge role in the English and Welsh justice system because they are constantly in pursuit of the prosecution of offenders as not only when they are on duty but also appear in court to aid in the prosecution. Police forces also help save the courts time and money by offering conditional cautions. A conditional caution suspends the prosecution of a crime but only if the conditions agreed by both the police and the offender are met. This avoids the need to go to court and is not a criminal conviction. Should the criminal justice system be reformed? Many believe that there should be a reform due to the lack of funding, double bookings of courts rooms, how long it takes to get into a court room and many more issues such as these. On the other hand, many believe that the justice system should not be reformed as it has worked for many years and a system as important as this shoudn’t be changed. 

[bookmark: _Int_M8HzOS1Z]In conclusion, it is evident that the police forces throughout England and Wales play an active and significant role within the justice system. As discussed, many times throughout this document the police bear a huge responsibility into the apprehension and prosecution of offenders in the UK even taking stress off the criminal justice system by having things such as conditional cautions in place. It is clear that the statement is completely correct, and the police are a huge part of England’s and Wales’ justice system. 







Reference list 

GOV.UK. (2023). Police powers and procedures: Stop and search and arrests, England and Wales, year ending 31 March 2023. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/stop-and-search-and-arrests-year-ending-march-2023/police-powers-and-procedures-stop-and-search-and-arrests-england-and-wales-year-ending-31-march-2023

Home Office (2013). Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) Codes of Practice. [online] GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice

Police station agent (2023). What is the Police Caution? [online] Police Station Agent. Available at: https://www.policestationagent.com/post/what-is-the-police-caution#:~:text=The%20caution%20wording%20is%20standardized
Ryan (2022). ‘A short guide into the criminal justice system’. Available at:  https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9331/CBP-9331.pdf 

UK Government (1984). Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. (online) legislation.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/contents

Willoughby, M. (2015). Witnessing Crime -Findings from the Crime Survey for England and Wales 2013/14. [online] Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74c2cc40f0b619c865a395/witnessing-crime-findings-from-crime-survey.pdf 




